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A monument to failure
T h e most public repudiation of Bishop
Sheen's efforts came in the spring of 1968
when h e offered S t Bridget's Parish to the
federal Department of Housing and Urban
Development for the construction of low-income housing.
Finks noted that h e h a d b e g u n to get indications that Bishop Sheen was planning
some such gesture in May 1967. Bishop
Sheen did n o t h i n g with his ideas at t h e

time, but a few months later, the bishop
mentioned to him the idea of giving a
church a n d its property to die federal government for low-income housing. T h e n in
the fall of 1967, Finks received a call from
a friend in Washington, D.C. , reporting
that Bishop Sheen had m e t with H U D secretary Robert Weaver to invite him to
Rochester to select an inner city parish that
would t h e n b e d o n a t e d to H U D . Finks
wrote to d i e bishop urging further study.
He received n o response.
O n Ash Wednesday, Feb. 28,1968, Bishop Sheen a n n o u n c e d that h e was donating
St. Bridget's Parish to H U D .
T h e pastor, Father Francis Vogt, w h o
had been informed of die decision just two

days earlier, said, "To me, it was kind of a
shock.''
T h e pastor noted that the parish was providing a community service, a neighborh o o d center for health and social services.
In addition, h e said, there was plenty of vacant land and boarded u p properties in die
neighborhood for housing sites:
"It didn't make sense to me," Fadier Vogt
said. "He was very sincere and all, but h e
wasn't practical."
Negative reaction was immediate. Students from Monroe Community College
began picketing in front of die chancery.
Diocesan phones were flooded widi calls.
Bishop Sheen recalled in his 1980 autobiography, Treasure in Clay, u . . . when I visited a school, I was surrounded by several
hundred people who had been organized
to protest against 'die destruction of our
parish.' Many direw pebbles at die car as I
passed."
T h e day after die bishop's announcement, 22 priests met to discuss the decision.
"It wasn't some ragtag (group) of revolutionaries," Finks said. Indeed, according
to Finks, present diat night were Msgr.
George Cocuzzi, former chancellor of the
diocese; Msgr. Charles Boyle, die former
superintendent of diocesan schools; and Fadier Henry Atwell, die editor of die Catholic
Courier-Journal, forerunner of die Catholic
Courier.
A m o n g die group's objections were diat

die bishop did not consult diocesan priests,
or die parish's staff and parishioners.

made u p his mind," Fadier Hogan said.
"He began talking about diat for a bish
op, it was not a position of high glory and
authority," Finks said. "It was a kind of Cal
vary."
A litde over a year later, diough he wa?
only 74 and not canonically required to retire, he asked Pope Paul VI's permission to
retire. T h e p o p e granted his request Oct.
15, 1969.
Bishop Hogan said diat Bishop Sheen's
basic problem was diat he had had no pastoral experience before Rochester, and dius
had difficulty working with others.
"He very often did the dramatic," Bishop Hogan said. "He didn't work collegia!ly."
Bishop Sheen even acknowledged his
failures in part when speaking at his
farewell luncheon Nov. 28,1969, at die form e r Cardinal Mooney High School in
Greece.
"For tilings I have said to you priests, and
should have left unsaid, forgive me ... For
the things I have d o n e which you felt I
should not have done, forgive me ... For the
times when I monologued when you felt I
should have dialogued, forgive me."
"He was a man of great vision," Bishop
H o g a n noted of Bishop Sheen. "He was
well ahead'of his time in his ideas. If he had
learned how to consult, to have his ideas accepted, he could have accomplished manv
dungs which were not accomplished."

The group produced a statement asking
Bishop Sheen to reconsider the donation.
Group members dien tried to contact Bisho p Sheen. They were told he was on retreat
and was "unavailable," Finks recalled.
But the deal was scheduled to go
mrough on Monday, March 4, Finks said, so
o n March 2, die group'released die statement to the media.
Bishop Sheen wididrew die offer.
"He was so disappointed diat die priests
would go so public to protest what h e had
done," Father H o g a n recalled. "He said,
'I've kind of lost die support of die priests.'
That was a very dark moment in his life."

Bishop Sheen wrote in his autobiography that the parish stands as "a monument
to my failure to d o anything about housing."

"Forgive me"
Observers of Bishop Sheen's years in
Rochester note diat die St. Bridget's affair
effectively marked die end of his efforts in
the diocese.
"He was hurt by die reaction," acknowledged Bishop Joseph Hogan, brodier of Father Hogan and successor to Bishop Sheen
in 1969. "Things seemed to weigh heavily
o n him" after d i a t
"He didn't talk to me, but I would say
diat was die turning point, die thing diat
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GENERAL
Announcements

Help Wanted

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to
the Catholic Courier.

SECRETARY - FULL TIME
providing clerical, organizational & project support in
Human Resources. Experience with MSWord, Access,
AS/400 data base required. Bilingual
preferred.
Send
resume, cover letter by
11/7/97 to: Barbara Pedeville,
Diocese of Rochester 1150
Buffalo Rd. 14624 EOE

Help Wanted

noxxncNwonrawNim
Some lifting involved. 9am to
5pm. Friendly atmosphere.
High school graduate only.
FSERODfi^ 453 Portland Ave.

TELEPHONE SOLICITOR:
Phone for national Catholic
magazine locally from home.
You earn $9.00 on each paid
sale. Average 3 sales an hour,
will train. Protected territory,
generous production bonus,
great repeat business. Call Mr.
Luba 1-800-782-0848.

Melles Griot Optical Systems
The Rochester, N Y division of Melles Griot designs
and manufactures precision optical systems and electro-optical assemblies for use by O E M equipment manufacturers and factory automation systems. We are a
growing part of a global company and have the following openings.
Positions Available:
O p t i c a l F a b r i c a t o r s . F i r s t & S e c o n d Shifts
Work from blueprints on prototype designs to achieve a
1/10 wave regularity while'routinely holding radius to 1
fringe variance and center thickness to +/- .05 mm or less.
Responsible for planning and executing operations before
polishing, selecting blocking tools, as well as utilize phase
measuring interferometers. Experience required. Melles
Griot offers a competitive salary and a complete benefits
package. If you are interested in joining our team, please send
your resume to: Human Resources, 55 Science Parkway,
Rochester, NY 14620.EOE.
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SERVICES

SERVICES

Masonry

Painting
& Wallcovering

Help Wanted - Part Time

St. Joseph's House of Hospitality
Needs Worker
We bring comfort to those who need a home...
We empower those who stumble...
We are a conscience to the
self-righteous.
Would you like to be a Catholic Worker? You must

be open to working on a team that serves 100 souls
their daily sustenance. You may volunteer parttime, work full-time and live out or join our c o m munity and live with us. You will find that we are
more than a soup kitchen. We try to impact lives ...
maybe yours. We also gladly offer one of our m e m bers to speak to your group. Write: St. Joseph's
House, Box 1062, Rochester, NY 14603 or call
George at 7 1 6 - 2 7 1 - 2 3 2 3 ,

AMERICAN

A

MASONRY & CHIMNEY

CHIMNEY
SERVICE

A L L MASONRY WORK

865-4170

663-7360

BONARDK. BAYS & SON
Master Painters
Painting & WallpaperJ
Wood Finishing and Gutters
Aluminum Doors and Windows
est. 1952

Roofing Siding
& Gutters

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
Experience in office,
household moving and
deliveries.

GUTTER CLEANING
& REPAIR

Big or Small, Wr Ait them AIL'

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum
& Galvanized Gutters

473*610/473-4357

Bernard K. Bayer & Son
est 1952

Miscellaneous
SOLD
YOUR
HOUSE?
Wondering what to do with
those years of accumulations?
Whether you have a whole
house or just a few items I can
help you. Call Dawn at
716-671-4766 today!!!

Wanted to Buy
WANTED TO BUY: Sunburst
monstrance. Call 716-3947138.

Carpeting
& Floor Care
CARPET CLEANING

CHEM-DRY*
OF
ROCHESTER & FINGER LAKES

71&458-5797-716-396-1076
Mention this adfora CC Discount!
Saving V a n * Otario & Uwngslon Cortes
lulwiMulwtV Owwd t Qua jifld

Ceiling Repair

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D CEILINGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59.
Furniture, Trunks, Clocks,
Water Damage, drywall, plasSterling and China, Linnens.
ter repairs. Quality work; reaWanted: complete estates and housesonable prices. 716-392-5076.

holds. Sell to me for cash or I will
conduct a sale for you.

UKarilyns Dlntiques
716-647-2480

Houses
ANDY
KANE
REALTY
Serving the diocese for 25
years! Selling, buying, renting.
716-482-3200.

Apartments
Unfurnished
MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS

Painting
& Wallcovering
BASEMENT WALLLS repaired, painted. Interior painting, home repairs, gutter
cleaning. Small jobs welcome.
AL
MEYVIS
JR.
716392-4435.
B U R G - M A S T E R
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,

texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.

(716) 381-0812

BOWMAN
ROOFING & SIDING CO.
Established 1912
George R. Bowman, Sr.
• Roof Repairs • Siding •
• Replacement Windows •
• Seemless Aluminum Cutters •
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems •

671-3270
671-2912

Hicks Home Heating

To-advertise ill t h e Courier classifieds fill out c o u p o n a n d mail to:
Catholic Courier • P O B o x 2 4 3 7 9
Rochester, N Y 1 4 6 2 4

Call us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning" Specialists
• Sales • Service • Installation
Family Owned & Operated
424-4848

Name:

Heating &
Air Conditioning

Home Improvement
M A S O N R Y REPAIR: brick
steps,
basement
walls,
cement repair & painting, etc.
Reasonable. 3 5 yrs. exp.
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr.

FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER
Convenient Downtown Location.
Waktoshopping. On a direct busSne.
Studios $299; One bedroom $359
Al utBties included. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly Matt Sonncu
475 East Brawl St • 71W46-36S0

(716)381-0612

Moving & Hauling

23 Arlington SL Rochester NY 14607
NYDOTW657

Attention
RS. Seniors, H.S. Graduates,
or those looking for a career change,
"Earn while vou learn"
Melles Griot has developed an apprentice program to train
capable individuals in the optics industry. Learn a skill that
will enable you to become a craftsperson, and develop a successful and rewarding career. The optics industry in the
Rochester area continues to be in need of skilled opticians.
Join the in-house training program available at our conveniently located Rochester division.
The " B " shift training/work schedule is available for those
with a H.5L diploma, good math skills, good mechanical aptitude and a desire to learn a skill. After successfully completing the training program, you may be available for employerassisted college courses.
For further information regarding this program, please
call 716-244-7220, ext. 276.

^

House Cleaning
$10 OFF HOUSE/window
cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's
Cleaning Service. 716-5279051 or Page 239-5607.

Address:
City:

Zip:_

State:
Phone:

Start, date:
When we receive your ad, we will call
with a price quote

