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You're never toe 
young to get involvei 

s pretty standard 
knowledge that vou 
must be at least 18 years 

old to vote in the United 
States. 

However. Colin Murtha as­
serted, that is no? the age to begin 
deepening one's knowledge of 
politics, or to get active on die po­
litical scene. 

"There's no real age limit on 
how to contribute to politics," 
i said Colin, 17, a parishioner 

from Perinton's St. John of 
Rochester Church and a senior 
at McQuaidJesuit High School. 

For instance, students inter­
viewed for this story have taken 

part in such activities as attending local 
government meetings; forming a teen 
chapter of a political party; and helping 
with a family member's election campaign. 

Conor Hickey contended that any expe­
rience in political matters will help teens 
make more educated decisions by the time 
they turn 18. 

"Soon enough they'll be able to vote. But 
it won't do any good if they have no idea 
what to use the vote for," said Conor, 13, 
from St. Louis Church in Pittsford. He is an 
eighth-grader at McQuaid Junior High. 

Politics is a very popular Subject right 
now in Conor's family: His 
modier, Nancy Smith, is cam­
paigning to retain her seat as 
state Supreme Court just 

Jessica Evangelista, 14, walks with father Charles, a candidate for the Ontario 
County Board of Supervisors, while handing out campaign brochures door-to-
door in Geneva Oct 25. 

7th Judicial District. Smidi, a Republican, is 
opposed by Democratic candidate Mekhor 
Castro. 

Conor said he has assisted his mother by 
marching in parades, helping at campaign 
meetings and putting up posters around 
town in preparation for Election Day this 
coming Tuesday, Nov. 4. 

"I just do what I can," he said. "I think it's 
really interesting." 

Similarly, Jessica Evangelista has helped 
her father, Charles, by accompanying him 
door-to-door on weekends as he campaigns 
for reelection on the Ontario County Board 
of Supervisors. Evangelista, a Democrat, 

represents Wards 3 and 4 (Geneva 
area) on the board. 
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That particular 
race has touched off an intrigu­
ing set of circumstances at Geneva DeSales 
High School, where Jessica is a freshman. 
Her father is being challenged by Kenneth 
Campbell, a Republican. 

Campbell also happens to be Jessica's 
homeroom teacher. 

Jessica, 14, said that although she and 
Campbell have a friendly relationship, they 
prefer to steer clear from the subject of the 
election. 

"I have priorities in school — to get good 
grades. I don't look at Mr. Campbell as an 
opponent of my father," said Jessica, a 
parishioner at St. Stephen's Church in 
Geneva. 

Kathryn Friday and Brian Cass, who take 
Campbell's U.S. history class, emphasized 
that Campbell does not use class time as a 
forum for his political views. "He's really 
careful," said Kathryn, 17. 

Even so, they said, Campbell's candidacy 
has served to heighten his students' gener­
al interest in politics. 

"We hear about it more in school. Before, 
it was kind of distant. Now that I see it every 
day, it kind of brings it into light," Kathryn 
said. 

"Without a doubt, it's all around us now. 
It's definitely in our face," Brian, 17, added. 
Both he and Kathryn are seniors at DeSales 
and parishioners at S t Stephen's Church. 

Brian has been assisting Campbell out­
side of school by posting flyers and putting 
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Story by Mike Lat< 

Catholic Courier Online edition 

http://www.catholiccourier.com 
Catholic Courier Online highlights 

the news of our diocese, provides 
means of submitting news infor­
mation and reader feedback, 
includes links to ouher Catholic 
sites and offers an expanded cal­

endar of events. 

If you are an online user, take a 
look at Catholic Courier Online and. 
let us know what you uhink.You 
can find Catholic Courier Online at 
http://www.catholiccourier.com 

T h e C a t h o l i c C o u r i e r . . . because life isn't always black & white 
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