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Embargo

Continued from page 1

some instances Cuban physicians have
found it impossible to obtain life-saving
medicines from any source, under any
circumstances.”

Those sentiments were echoed by Pe-
ter Mott, a Presbyterian from Pittsford,
who has deliberately violated the U.S. em-
bargo against Cuba. Mott’s done so as
part of the Interreligious Foundation for
Community Organization-Pastors for
Peace, a New York City-based ecumenical
group that has been defying the Cuban
embargo since the early 1990s.

Mott said he has participated in three
efforts to ship humanitarian aid as well as
computers and vehicles to Cuba through
Fastors for Peace. He traveled with Pas-
tors for Peace to Cuba last June, and while
he noted that the Cubans are suffering
nowhere near as badly as the Iragis, they
are nonetheless feeling the effects of be-
ing cut off-from US. trade. Like
Malthaner, he visited children in hospi-
tals and was moved by their suffering.

“You have children dying of asthmatic
attacks because they can’t get enough
asthma medicine,” he claimed.

Dupes of dictators?

If one asks their critics, Malthaner and
Mott are simply aiding tyranny — albeit,
unwittingly — by their actions.

For example, when told about Bishop
Gumbleton’s delegation to Iraq, a State
Department official — who spoke to the
Courier on condition of anonymity — not-
ed that he had little use for U.S. citizens
willing to break the Iraqi embargo.

(The Iraqi authorities) “milk this for

everything they can politically get,” the

official said. “They don’t give a tinker’s
damn for the Iraqi people.”

The official added that the United Na-
tions cut a deal last year in which Iraq may
sell a certain amount of oil every six
months in order to buy food on the world
market, but that the Iraqis have yet to ful-
ly take advantage of the deal.

Meanwhile, Dr. Adolfo Leyva De
Varona, an anti-Castro Cuban-American
activist, scoffed at the efforts of Pastors
for Peace, whom he called “useful idiots”
for the Castro government. In a phone in-
terview from Miami, he noted that many
Cuban-Americans are already supplying
their relatives with humanitarian goods
and money through agencies that comply
with conditions allowed by U.S. law.

“To me, (Pastors for Peace) are doing
the work of the Castro regime,” he said.

De Varona is executive coordinator of
the Miami-based Endowment for Cuban-
American Studies, which operates under
the auspices of The Cuban American Na-
tional Foundation. De Varona claimed
24,000 member families support the
foundation.

A fervent supporter of the embargo, De
Varona asserted that as many as 85 to 93
percent of recent Cuban exiles in the Mi-
ami area support the U.S. embargo.

However, he added that many Cubans
he knows would prefer that the embargo
be an all-or-nothing affair by the whole in-
ternational community — and not just the
United States. Otherwise, he said, many
Cubans would rather see it end.

Two Rochester-area Cubans who don't
like the embargo say it only hurts Cuba’s
common people while failing to under-
mine support for Castro.

Alberto and Hiram Jimenez are broth-
ers who left Cuba in 1980 in search of
greater personal and economic freedom.

However, both noted they are not partic-
ularly anti-Castro, and, in fact, Hiram
called Castro “a hero,” albeit, one who
has created a flawed system of govern-
ment.

The. brothers, parishioners at St.
Michael’'s Church on Clinton Avenue,
made sharp distinctions between their
criticisms of Cuba’s government and their
love of the Cuban people — a love, they
noted, that makes them oppose the em:
bargo.

“I'm not on (President) Clinton’s side,
I’'m not on Castro’s side,” said Alberto.
“I'm a Cuban.”

“The main purpose of this is all politi-
cal,” Hiram added of the embargo. “It’s
not to do with the welfare of the people.
It doesn’t make any sense. It's been there
since day one of the revolution ... and it’s
not served any purpose in obtaining the
results the (United States) wanted 36, 37
years ago.”

An alternative to war
In 1993, the U.S. bishops addressed the

use of economic sanctions in a pastoral
letter titled “The Harvest of Justice is
Sown in Peace.” “Harvest” was issued on
the 10th anniversary of another bishops’
letter — “The Challenge of Peace: God’s
Promise and Our Respons.”

“Harvest” pointed out that economic
sanctions could be a useful tool to effect
change in repressive regimes as well as “a
means of combating aggression short of
military intervention ...” But the bishops
offered four criteria for nations to care-
fully consider before punishing other na-
tions economically:

*Sanctions should be considered only
in response to aggression or grave and on-
going injustice after less coercive mea-
sures have been tried, and with clear and

reasonable conditions set for their re-
moval.

+ Harm caused by sanctions should be
proportionate to the good likely to be
achieved; sanctions should avoid grave
and irreversible harm to the civilian pop-
ulation. The denial of basic needs may
not be used as a weapon.

* Substantial portions of the affected
population should consent to the sanc-
tions.

» Sanctions should always be part of a
broader process of diplomacy aimed at
finding an effective political solution to
the injustice.

Calling for an end

The Iraqi embargo has yet to be lifted
because the Iragis have not complied with
such U.N. demands calling for the ac-
counting of and dismantling of suspected
Iragi weapons of mass destruction. But,
according to Voices In The Wilderness,
the embargo allegedly has no effect on
Saddam Hussein’s recalcitrant regime
while helping to cause the death and suf-
fering of thousands of Iragis.

Because it holds this position, Voices
has called for the U.S. Catholic bishops
to issue a statement against the Iraqgi em-
bargo at their next meeting, Nov. 10-13, in
Washington, D.C. -

As for Cuba, the U.S. bishops have lis-
tened to their brother bishops in Cuba,
according to Thomas E. Quigley, foreign
policy adviser to the U.S. Catholic Con-
ference. While critical of actions taken
against the church by Castro’s regime,
both the U.S. and Cuban bishops in re-
cent years have continually called for a re-
laxation of the embargo, he noted.

“The people in Cuba ... certainly don’t
see the embargo as a positive thing,” he

" said.

Announcements

Help Wanted

Celling Repéir

ADOPTIONS The Catholic

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-

Courier does not pubiish
adoption advertising. To obtain
a list of agencies that serve
birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be includ-
ed on this list may send infor-
mation to the Catholic Courier.

Help Wanted

PARISH
BUSINESS

MANAGER

Ss. Peter & Paul
Parish, Rochester,
NY, seeks full-charge
business manager to
filt immediate 20-hour-
per-week  opening.
Ideal candidate will
_possess business ad-
ministration or account-

. ing education & mini-
mum 3 years’ business
manager experience
(evidencing proficiency
handling multi-faceted
financial responsibili-
ties) or equivalent mix
_of training/experience.
Excellent benefits.

Apply with résumé &
cover letter by No-
vember 1, 1997, to:

Barbara Pedeville
Parish Human
_ Resources
1150 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY

EOE ' 14624

s -

PRODICTION WORKER WANTED:
Some lifting involved. 9am to
Spm. Friendly atmosphere.
High school graduate only.
., FEE BROTIERS, 453 Portiand Ave.

*ATTN: ROCHESTER* Postal
positions. Clerks and sorters.
No experience required.
Benefits. For exam, salary and
testing information, call:
630-906-5570 ext. 5678, 8 am
to 8 pm.

TELEPHONE SOLICITOR:
Phone for national Catholic
magaziné locally from home.
You earn $9.00 on each pait
sale. Average 3 sales an hour,
will train. Protected territory,
generous production bonus,
great repeat business. Call Mr.
Luba1 800-782—0848

INGS 9’ x 12’ ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plas-
ter repairs. Quality work; rea-
sonable prices. 716-392-5076.

Electricians

NOLAN
ELECTRIC

JFor AuL Your ELecTRICAL NEEDS
Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas
Licensed & Fully Insured

7164%-8290@

Heating &
Air Conditioning

Hicks Home Heating
Call us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
+ Sales - Service - Installation
Family Owned &’ Operated
4244848

Wanted to B“V Home Improvement
Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, MASONRY REPAIR: brick
Sterling and China, Linnens. steps, basement walls,

Wanted: complete estates and house-
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will
conduct a sale for you.

Marityn s Antigues

716-647-2480

WANTED TO BUY: Sunburst’
monstrance. Call 716-394-

cement repair & painting, etc.
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp.
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr.

House Cleaning

N——
$10 OFF HOUSE/window
cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's

Moving & Hauling Roofing Siding
T & Gutters
Bt BOWMAN
Experience in office,
houschold moving and
ol oo thom AL ROOFING & SIDING CO.
4736610,/ 475.4357 ) Eflaﬁ“”ed 1912 s
23 Arlington St. Rodtcster NY 1460 (,'.gmgg Bowman, 7.
NYDOT#9657 . .
 Regcen, Windo-
Painting « Seemess Aluminum Cutters «
& Wallcovering + Gutter Cleaning + Ice Problems +
AAA PAINTING 671-3270 F )
Special interior rates. Insured,
many references, member of 611 -2912 m
Fair Busineess Council

15 years in business.
1190 Park Ave. - 244-5642

SPECIALIZING IN
REPAIRS OF

‘OLDER HOMES
Basement walls repaired, painted &
waterproofed. Interior
painting, gutter cleaning, driveway
sealing, Save 10% on all basement wall
work during Oct. & Nov.

Small )obs welcome.

323-2876 - 3924435

BURG-MASTER
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampobed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan -

7138. Cieaning Service. Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.
716-527-9051/Page .
239-5607. . :
ZEMOIEEANE X Roofing Siding
Apartments Unfumished Masonry & Gutters
MDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS BernarD K. Baver & Son
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER AMERICAN Master Polnters -
Convenient Downttown Location. MASONRY & CHIMNEY
Wak fo shopping, On a direct busine. CHIMNEY Painting & Wallpaper §
S‘m' 'm ONOM: oom. $359 - SERVICE Wood Finlshing and Gutiers: *
Mm%sm&m ALL MASONRY WORK| Aluminum Doors and Windows
475 East Broad S + Ti6-546-3050 663-7360 et 1952  (716)381-0812




