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dav of Holy Week as well.

Some of these religious traditions are

carried over to the United States. For in-
stance, the Vegas are currently volunteer-
ing their time to carry out a Puerto Rican
custom: Along with their parents and oth-
er families, Maria and Jesus are visiting
parishioners’ homes throughout October
for group rosary recitations.

Although Ricardo said such cultural tra-
ditions are good to maintain, he also en-
courages his Hispanic friends to mesh with
the larger community around them.

.1 tell them to learn the language if they
want to stay here. That's the main thing to-
ward getting a good job,” Ricardo said.

“Stick with your dream, and try and
blend in with the people around you,” Dan-

Maria and Jesus attempt to reach their
dreams even though they must contend
with the crime that comes from living in
the inner city. They said they are invited al-
most daily to drink alcohel, do drugs, join
gangs or steal cars. .

“There’s alot of distractions. We need to
take care of business,” Maria said.”
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Both Maria and Je-
sus attend Monroe
Community  Col-
lege. Jesus said that
gaining a degree
and entering a pro-
fessional career will
help break down
the stereotypes.

“My biggest goal
is not only to make
my parents proud,
but also Hispan-
ics,” he said. "

Ideally, Maria Maria ap,
Rivera said, Hiss Church c:mfne:us
panics should be nity
judged in American society by their
achievements, not cultural backgrounds.

“We're just people. There's nothing dif-
ferent,” said Maria, 17, from St. Francis of
Assisi Church in Auburn.

Meanwhile, Maria’s twin sister Erica re-
marked that Hispanics shouldn’t “be set
aside, like, ‘You're Spanish so you're over
there.””.

Nexther should Hispanic teens make
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prejudgments about Americans, Hoylan
said,

“I do have friends who have Hispanic
backgrounds, but I don’t make a special
effort to find them,” she remarked. “It’s
whoever I click with.”

COMING NEXT WEEK:
Fundia.sng

‘What’s inside the 1998
Diocesan Directory?

* a telephone listing of every parish,
priest and pastoral-staff member -

* aguide to all diocesan offices and
personnel

.* Complete Mass schedules for every [®
diocesan parish — plus times for the g% ™/
sacrament of reconciliation! "

* alisting of religious communities
and spirituality centers, complete
with contact information.

* a directory 8f6atholic organizations operating in the Diocese
of Rochester — from devotional societies to fraternal groups
and alumni organizations

. Order your indispensable Directory today!
Tax exempt? Call us for prices for your tax exempt organization:
(716) 3284340 or 1-800-600-3628.

Directory Pages Only
1-3 sets .ovvenennn... $11.50 each
4-6 sets .......... e $9.50 each
7 or more sets ....... $8.50 each

Directory Pages
with Binders
1-3 setS.eveviinrienenene $17 each
4 or more sets.......... $14.each

*Tax and shipping i luded

| L
i Diocesan Directory c/o Catholic Courier’

I , PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624

page sets without binders

| I enclose $ for

i I enclose $ for page sets with binders

I Name

: Address

1 City State Zip
Payment must acoompany order. Make checks payable to Catholic Courier
DcrectquRpaybyMasterCardor Visa.

Exp: Date

Account #
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