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tographs of them that could not be 
found at St. Michael's. 

"It's been a tremendous help," Mad-
dock said. 

Although parishes are not required to 
maintain an archive, the diocese is 
bound by canon law to do so. According 
to Canon 487 in the revised Code of 
Canon Law, the public is welcome to re
view and request copies of documents of 
public record in the diocesan archives. 

Sister Derby said the archives are 
"open to anyone for any research pur
poses" by making an appointment with 
her. 

Putting it on paper 
The next phase of this process — writ

ing the history — can be as extensive a 
project as developing an archive. Ross 
and Haehn, for example, spent three 
years compiling their 150-page book on 
St. Joseph's in-Penfield. 

"We went to town," Haehn said with a 
laugh. "We said, 'We can't stop at two lit
tle pages on a pamphlet.' We went on to 
bigger and better things." 

Welch envisions the same scenario as 
she works on her Ithaca parish's history 
over the next year. 

"We'll probably have a book about two 
feet thick," she joked. 

Much of this time is spent not only on 
collecting materials, but also conducting 
interviews with longtime parishioners. 

However, Maddock warned, oral histo
ries should not be taken at face value. 

"You have to be careful, because peo
ple's memories and minds can change," 
Maddock noted. 

"People may remember, but their 
memories get a little clouded," Ross 
agreed. 

Ross and Urbanic stressed that verifi
cation should be sought for every anec
dote. 

"I spent a lot of time in the public li
brary," Urbanic remarked. 

Even some of the written historical da
ta is not foolproof, Welch has discovered. 
After double-checking information in 
previous par ish histories, she detec ted 
several mistakes. 

"Nothing was factually documented. 
All the dates were out of whack," Welch 
said. She explained that some of the er
rors may have occurred when secretaries 
typed former priests' handwritten let
ters. 

You are there 
Along with accuracy, parish historians 

must pay attention to other forms of de
tail, Father McNamara said. 

His first parish history, published in 
1948, featured St. Mary's Church in 
Corning. It was during this project, he 
said, that he "learned to treat the histo
ry of a parish as part of the movement of 
the church throughout the world, and as 
part of a local community." 

Similarly, Ross said the profile of St. 
Joseph's in Penfield also tracked the his
tories of Rochester and Monroe County. 

"There was even some national 
scope," she said. For instance, the histo
ry quoted a journal excerpt from Father 
Ferdinand Scheid that noted, "President 
McKinley was shot twice on Sept. 6, 
1901, at the PanAmerican in Buffalo at 
the Temple of Music." 

Haehn added that such quotes helped 
readers identify with the era. 

"If you can, bring it to life," she 
stressed. Haehn said she found entries of 
"what priests spent on certain items, like 
a hammer, and they would mark next to 
it, 'Wow, that was expensive.' It might 
have cost a couple of cents." 

Maddock and Haehn said that histori
ans should not automatically dismiss 
controversial moments in parish history. 

"I would be the, last one to write a 
derogative parish history, but we still 
have to be truthful," Maddock com
mented. 

"You present it in a fair fashion, but al
so in a way that's compassionate," Haehn 
said. 

Urbanic noted that historians need to 
maintain objectivity at all times, even 
though they might have strong feelings 
about the events they document. 

"It's not your story. It's the people's sto
ry, the parish's story," Urbanic said. 

Don't forget the future 
A parish's history and archive must be 

updated constantly in order to be com
prehensive. However, Schmidt from St. 
Margaret Mary said this seemingly sim
ple point is often overlooked. 

"It's got to be ongoing. If you can't 

keep it going, then you've got to think of 
somebody who can take it over," he said. 

Preservation of original documents is 
another priority. Welch said that she is 
making photocopies of old articles on 
special archival paper; whereas Wittman 
had made color copies of documents 
containing color photos. 

Haehn stressed using modern tech
nology to ensure that the data dojv 
get lost. "The key word is compuicri/e, 
computerize, computerize," she said. 

Meanwhile, Welch said her co-collab
orators have exchanged information 
through e-mail and computer discs. 

"We don ' t have to re-type anything if 
we put it on the computer ," Welch said. 

Welch's ult imate goal, she said, is to 
present a history of Immaculate Con
ception Church that is both informative 
and entertaining for many generations 
to come. 

"People ought to be able to find it in 
the public library and say, 'Wow, these 
Catholic people did some interesting 
things,'" Welch said. 

EDITORS'NOTE: The Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Archives of Rochester, a ministry 
of the Greater Rochester' Community of 
Churches, will sponsor introductory and in
termediate archival workshops in coopera
tion with the Diocese of Rochester on 
Wednesday, Nov. 19. The workshops will he 
held at the_ Pastoral Center, 1150 Buffalo 
Road, Gales. Times are 9:30 a.m.-3:30p.m. 
and 1:30-4 p.m., respectively. To register, or 
for other details, call the St. Bernard's In
stitute Office of Continuing Education at 
716/271-3657. ' ' 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain 
a list of agencies that serve 
birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call 716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be includ
ed on this list -may send infor
mation to the Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

SELL AVON! EXCELLENT 
earnings. Ind. sales reps work 
from home. 716-546-6928 or 
1-800-208-8998 PIN 7309. 

HOMOIMWOIiraWUTEP: 
-Some lifting involved. 9am to 

5pm. Friendly atmosphere. 
High school graduate only. 

fBMOflBS, 453 Portland Ave. 

Help Wanted - Part 
Time 

KITCHEN HELP: 20 
hours/week, may lead to 40 
hours/week. Call 
716-586-1000. 

Help Wanted 

Orderyour 
1998 Dtocesan Directory 

Today! 
Look for the order form 

onpagp9. 

PASTORAL ADMINISTRATOR 
CANDIDATE POOL 

The Diocese of Rochester, New York, is in the process of 
selecting a pool of qualified candidates who will be consid
ered for Pastoral Administrator openings in the spring hiring 
process. (In other arch/dioceses, this position is also called a 
Director of Parish Life.) In this position, a lay person, reli
gious or deacon is responsible for providing leadership in all 
areas of parish life for a parish or cluster of parishes within 
the twelve-county area of our diocese. 
Applicants should possess a graduate degree in Theology or 
Pastoral Ministry or equivalent coursework combined with 
experience, with a Master of Divinity degree and one unit.of 
CPE or CPT preferred. The ideal candidate will have a solid 
base of experience in a wide variety of parish/pastoral min
istries and at least three years of demonstrated successful 
pastoral leadership in a parish organization, including 
responsibility for managing financial and human resource 
functions. 
Special requirements include active membership in a Roman 
Catholic faith community .residence within the Diocese and 
ability to relocate, if necessary, once a parish location has 
been determined. Salary commensurate with experience and 
education; excellent benefits. 
Interested candidates should send resume and cover letter, 
describing specific qualifications, by OCTOBER 22, 1997, 
to: 

Pastoral Administrator 
Placement Team 
c/o Mrs. Barbara Pedeville 
Human Resources 
1150 Buffalo Road 

E.O.E. Rochester, NY 14624 
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Antiques & Art 

ANTIQUES SALE 20-50% off. 
9034 Cratsley Hill Rd. 
Canadice (just off Co. Rd. 37, 
3 miles south of Rte. 20A, 
Honeoye. Follow Canadice 
Farms Antiques signs) Sat-
Sun.-Mon., Oct. 11-12-13, 10 
am.-5 pm. 

Miscellaneous 

NEXT-TO-NEW SALE 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

165 Rhinecliff (off Monroe) 

OCT. 16-OCT. 18 
Oct. 16 <& 17 - 9 am to 5 pm 

Oct. 18 - half price sale 
9 am to noon 

$5 bag sale noon to 2 pm: 
clothing, jewelry, books, 

housewares, etc. 

Wanted to Buy 

PLEASE CALL US if you have 
any old/used Catholic books 
for sale. We buy individual 
books and entire libraries. 
Preserving Christian 
Publications. 315-942-6338. 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. 

716-647-2480 

SERVICES 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plas
ter repairs. Quality work; rea
sonable prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

A > NOLAN 
f ^ t ELECTRIC 

F O R A L L Y O U R ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

Ifsl 716-436-8290 & ? 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 

42+4848 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Glass block- basement win
dows. Reasonable. 35 yrs. 
exp. 716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, 
Sr. 

House Cleaning 

$10 OFF HOUSE/window 
cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's 
Cleaning Service. 
7 1 6 - 5 2 7 - 9 0 5 1 / P a g e 
239-5607. 

Masonry 

A 
AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 8c 
Storage, Inc. 
K.\|>t'ik'ner in olluf 
hoil>t*lii>UI m o v i n g .IIKI 

cli'livcncs. 
HIT or.Smalt. Wr tla Ihrm Ml! 

473-6610/473-4357 
2S Ar l ing ton Sr. KixhcMt-r NY I 1(107 
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Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AAAPAMING 
Special interior rates. Insured, 
n'wny references, member of 

1'iiir Busineess Council. , 
IS years in business. 

1190 Park Ave -244-5642 

SERVICES SERVICES 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF 

OLDER HOMES 
Basement walls repaired, painted & 

waterproofed. Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed. 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

Small jobs welcome. 
Senior Discount • Free Estimates. 
Certified - 20 Years Experience 

AL MEYVIS, JR. 
323-2876 • 3924435 

GUTTER CLEANING 
& REPAIR 

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum 
& Galvanized Gutters 

Bernard K. Bayer & Son 
est. 1952 (716) 381 -0812 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SIDING CO. 

Established 1912 
George R. Hounnan, Sr. 

• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Scentless Aluminum (.niters • 
• ('.unci Cleaning • Ire Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

Call 
716-328-4340 
to advertise in the 

Courier Classifieds or fill 
out the coupon and mail to: 

Catholic Courier, 
PO Box 24379, 

Rochester, NY 14624 
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Address: 

City/State/Zip_ 
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Start Date: 

When we receive your ad, we will call with a price quote 


