o

PAGE 2 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1997 CATHOLIC COURIER  DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

\ Gospel lessons affect us all, but how? ]
' et — ] how things were “then,” about how life had '
clax"/:[r?egagyj lll)sé;:1}:)2;lr(’il‘c[)}rlrf ge(z:slfisp ;O- unf;)llded since, and what all of it has meant : ¢
approached the lectern to préeach the homi- to them now. ' .
ly},)lt)he Gospel's image of jeius and the chil- ' 1 . They were hoﬁsﬁl{;‘] their Conggzms' _
dren was very much with me. I have always a Ong They were hOP‘Z} 1 eYIC;’“"‘Z . tsense B
found Jesus’ way of welcoming, loving and th of openness to God that _O-“nof o sth A
respecting children to be deeply appealing. C Way heartening. Mo§t encour}.lagmg , they -
In such moments, he conveyed lessons communicated a sense that they, no matter o
) abeut human life and growth and the : : % the number of tbelr years, know themselves ' S
meaning of greatness that speak to the ! By BisHop MaTtTHEW H. CLARK to be beloved children of God. And when I ; cc
heart and have lasting impact there. ) heard them speak I had the same }‘:'ISh ; «
When I arrived at the lectern, the first from my experience, except in analogous about them as I expressed a.bout the young 1 «
people who came into my vision were a ways. I had my chance to relate the Gospel mother mentioned above,'v1z.,f lth:flt they | o]
young mother and her beautiful child, just story to my daily life. I would have loved itif - too could have shared their reflections on i ce
a few months old. The mother held her lit- she could have done the same. the story of Jesgs and the chlldrfzn. : th
tle one firmly enough that he would All of this happened yesterday, Sunday, Two cpngludmg notes: - . : m
remain safely in her embrace. At the same Oct. 5, at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in 1. While it would be a great experience if 1 ac
time she allowed him plenty of leeway to Irondequoit, where I had the great plea- we cpuld heg.r many'people .ref_lect on the th
move his arms, look around, stretch and do sure of presiding at a Eucharistic Liturgy readings at htuligy, tlmeTh{‘?Exom and pi
all of the things by which such little ones celebrating their 75th anniversaryasa other factors might make thdt impractical. : ;a:
develop their bodies and discover the parish community. It was a festive and rev- At the same time, there are many ways in - | (l:]
world around them. erent gathering. Of course, current parish- which we can enrich one another by shar-- . o
The presence of the mother and son ioners were there in good number. ing our fal_th in that f?Shlon- If you are t fo
were special gifts to me in my own contem- At the reception that followed the litur- interested in such.a.ct.n./lty please ask your
plation of the Gospel image. They embod- gy, I learned that many past parishioners pastor about posglbl!ltles. ! ;;t'
ied a great piece of the truth Jesus wanted also joined the celebration. They had mem- 2. By happy coincidence, my next stop )
- us to have in the Gospel lesson. ories of powerful moments experienced in ~ on Sunday was St. Charles Borromeo for - i
Although I never had a chance after the *  the parish community and wished to share  one of our Hands of Christ celebrations. ap
liturgy to satisfy it, I had a strong curiosity to  in yesterday's great act of thanksgiving. As you might guess, gathering to recognize : 5
know how that same Gospel story entered In the course of those brief reception the generosity of g.lft.ed high school seniors p:
the heart of the young mother. She and I conversations, I noted a strong theme of was yet another privileged opportunity to G
were both children at one time and I know people remembering life’s significant times  think and pray about a lot of things that be
that both of us love children now. But she is and thanking God for them. Implicit in matter to all of us.
parent to a child, and I am not. So lam rea-  their comments I heard a lively sense of More about the Hands of Christ gather- o
sonably sure that the story in question hasa  their own childhoods. They talked about ings later in the month. th
dimension for her that will always be absent =~ . " Peace to all. m
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| 3 . 175~ WORLD MISSION SUNDAY ha
1 Kty OCTOBER 19, 1997 pr
arl
send a beautiful Prayer Enrollment card today. Z € I hope with all my heart that al
on the threshold of the new ‘
Our ministry of intercession for the living or deceased goes : Millennium the whole Church ‘ r{:
beyond the limits of time. We do not cease to pray for you Q ‘ will experience a new impulse of 1 _
and those whom you enroll. o missionary commitment.” : , . I
Birth * Baptism * First Communion ® Mother’s Day 7)) — PorE Joun PauL IT
Father’s Day * Birthday * Religious Holidays ) ) This World Mission Sunday, recommit yourself to the , —
4| Graduation * Confirmation * Anniversaries i Church’s worldwide mission! Pray for the Church’s | By
“ | Wedding * Ordination * Jubilees ¢ Get Well 2 missionary work. Offer generous financial help for ‘ %
% | Deceased and many more to choose from. the Missioqs through the Propagation of the Faith: - s
I cards are Jecm/(%@%?; hand lettered ﬁ - 4 A gift of $700 helps to support a i f:,-l
Iy (yo/a/ (')aé, welh lhe name 0/ the ﬁexxo/n “2 . seminarian for a year fro
you wesh lo enroll. k ¥+ A gift of $100 helps to support a | tat
o 7 village mission for one month rac
If you would like a brochure, or to place an order, simply mail, : ‘ }/){ + A gift of $25 helps to support a Ccr]
call or fax us. You may be sure that your donation will continue v Religious novice for one month tu£
to help the life and ministry of the Sisters of the Cenacle. : 4 the
. - ] (Ut
«oo = 175TH Anniversary of THE PROP AITH : it
CENACLE PRAYER ENROLLMENTS E}Zéj Please mail couZon to: ]Fatﬁer R()(l:er?gl:'lr;ld(l)elj ]gric};ilE ¥ ) Cr;t{
310 CEN ACLE RO AD Propagation of the Faith, 1150 Buff;xlo Rd., Rochester, NY 14624 ty:
RONKONKOMA, NY 11779-2203 Please accept my gift for World Mission Sunday of: ; o
T ' 0 $700 3 $100 0J $25 as10 $____ (other) ' of |
N 1-800-541-2357 Or Name sea
Fax (516) 588-9030 Addien - | -

City i State Zip

L_ Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith S/ - ]t: ;

when writing or changing your Will, #344 10109878




