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Jesus takes marriage seriously 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mark. 10:2-16. 

Rl) Genesis 2:18-24. (R2) Hebrews 2:9-11.. 
Way back in 1915 Pope Benedict XV 

wrote that "the attacks of the wicked are 
directed primarily against the family.... 
Hence divorce laws are introduced to put 
.in end to the stability of marriage." 

Testing Jesus, some Pharisees asked, "Is 
it permissible for a husband to divorce his 
wife?" They argued that Moses permitted 
divorce. Jesus answered by going back be-
iore Moses to Lhe Genesis account of die 
first marriage. Jesus explained l"di :--oses 
permitted divorce because of people's 
stubbornness, but in the beginning it was 
not so. Man and wife, he said, become one 
in marriage. "Therefore let no man sepa
rate what God has joined." 

This answer shocked the Pharisees, for 
in Jesus' time no one questioned the le
gitimacy of divorce. All they wanted to 
know fromjesus was what constituted ad
equate grounds for divorce. Jesus said 
there were no grounds. No man may sep
arate what God has joined! 

God takes marriage seriously. He in
cluded "Thou shalt not commit adultery" 
right along with "Thou shalt not kill ..." 
and "Thou shalt not steal." God takes mar

riage seriously and so did his son, Jesus. 
But did this mean L-it-jesus would have 

nothing to do widi divorced people? Not in 
the least. Remember his encounter with 
die Samaritan woman at the well of Jacob; 
she had had five husbands. And with the 
woman taken in adultery. How compas
sionate he was! He knew die frailty of peo
ple and was always ready to forgive. Still, he 
took marriage seriously and so should we. 

The target of the devil today is mar
riages. The end of a marriage can be dev
astating — even more so than death. The 
effects on children are well-known and 
well-documented. The breakup of a fam
ily is serious business, because God takes 
marriage seriously. 

When die Son of God became man to 
save-die world, die first thing he did was 
to found a home. Thirty of his 33 years on 
earth he passed in the humble home of 
Nazareth to teach us how deeply he val
ued marriage. 

Anodier thing I might say is diat Uiere 
are no perfect marriages. Some say mar
riages are made in heaven; but good mar
riages are made dirough a lot of give-and-
take here on earth. 

Half of new marriages today do not last. 
Why is diat? A best-selling book of a few 
years ago was titled Men Are from Mars, 
Women Aw from veHHi: - . 

Physically, mentally, emotionally, men 
and women do differ. The differences 
generate personality friction. A lubricant 
is needed. 

And believe it or not, diat lubricant is re
ligion. "Unless the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain who build it" (Ps 127:1). 
The father must set the example in the 
home, for he represents Jesus. He must be 
loyal to the laws of the church, receive die 
sacraments frequendy, be a man of prayer, 
and practice charity in die family circle. 

The mother must set the example of 
charity, patience and true piety. The chil

dren must try to be obedient. 
A litde boy at Sunday School learned 

about how Jesus changed water into wine 
at Cana of Galilee. 

"And what did you learn from diat sto
ry?" asked his fadier afterward. 

The boy diought for a moment and an
swered, "If you're having a wedding, make 
sure Jesus is uiere." Good advice. 

• • • 
Father Shaman is administrator of St. Isaac 

Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Mosdas^ October 6 

Jonah 1,-2:11; Luke To: 25-37 
Tuesday, October 7\ 

Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 10:3842 
Wednesday, October 8 

Jonah 4:1-11; Luke 11:14 
Thursday, October 9 

Malachi 3:13-20; Luke 11:5-13 
Friday, October 10 

Joel 1:13-15, 2:1-2; Luke 11:15-26 
Saturday, October 11 

Joel 4:12-21; Luke 11:27-28 

What do we pray for in wartime? 
Q. I am Vietnamese, confused about 

pravers for war. During the war in Viet
nam, or anywhere else, how did our 
priests pray? 

Did they pray for their side to kill more 
enemy? Or for the safety of their military 
men? 

If two sides pray for no casualties, dien 
what? Also, what are-we praying for when 
we bless bombs and bombers and guns? 

i I'm interested in seeing your answer soon. 
| (North Carolina) 

A. I wish I had an answer. It seems to be 
one of those questions most people nev
er thought about much. Maybe it's simply 
a feeling that somehow the blessing asks 
God's mercy and compassion on the 
whole tragic reality of people killing odi-
er people by the thousands or millions. " 

Certainly many share your puzzlement. 
While some wars may appear more 

"just" than others, rarely is there a war
ring nation or group diat hasn't somehow 

convinced itself diat "God is on our side." 
I'd appreciate hearing how readers 

might respond to your good question. 
Q. I am mother of three children and 

wife of a good husband. My sincere wish 
is to donate my organs when Idie so oth
ers might live. t 

My husband and children all disagree. 
He says I must return to God the way he 
sent me on earth, all in one piece with 
nothing missing. My understanding is 

diat we as Cadiolics believe donation of 
our organs is good. 

Are they right to oppose my wish? 
(New York) 
A. The tradition and teaching of the 

Cadiolic Church totally supports the prac
tice of giving organs of one's body to an
other, either before or after deadi. 

Obviously, conditions heed to be con
sidered before organs can be transplanted, 
all of which can become complicated. 

If die donor is living, for example, phys
ical and emotional dangers must be mea
sured against die benefit to die recipient. 

If the organ is to be transplanted after 
death, proper criteria must be used to be 
certain the donor is dead and diat death 
is not hastened to facilitate the transplant 

Assuming these kinds of questions are 
resolved, providing for die gift of our bod
ily organs is a generous act of charity. 

In one way or anodier we already give 
our lives to each other throughout our 

lives. If medical science enables us to 
make some gift of ourselves to another 
even after death, it is an opportunity to 
be generous about and grateful for. 

Pope John Paul II, speaking of the 
shortage of donors for padents awaidng 
transplants, has said it is a matter of Chris-
dan generosity. "No solution will be forth
coming without a renewed sense of hu
man solidarity." 

Here Christ's own example can "inspire 
men and women to make great sacrifices 
in die service of others" (April 30,1990). 

As for your husband's objection, very 
few of us go back to God "all in one 
piece." It's how we dispose of our time 
and all the other elements of our earthly 
life that tells how good stewards we are of 
the gifts God has given us. 

• • • 
Father Dietzen is pastor of Holy Trinity 

Church, 704 N. Main St., Bbomington, IlL 
61701. Address questions to him there. 
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retirement 
community 
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& 

Featuring: 
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 baths 
• Front porch and rear patio 
• Fireplace 
• Private entry, garage and driveway 
• HandiCall Personal Emergency Response 
• On-site swimming pool, walking trails, 

restaurant and library 
• Secure, maintenance-free living in the 

heart of Brighton 

No Entrance Fee 

Now leasing 
§1275-1475 per month 

For mere information, or to schedule an appointment call 

E71B] 473-8650 ttJ 

Beach more than 50,000 readers. 
To Advertise in t)Ke Cwop& call 3284340, 

Catholic Courier Online edition 

http://w w w. cat holiccour ier. com 
Catholic Courier Online highlights 

die news of our diocese, provides 
means of submitting news infor
mation and reader feedback, 
includes links to other Cadiolic 
sites and offers an expanded cal

endar of events. 

If you are an online user, take a 
look at Catholic Courier Online and 
let us know what you dunk.You 
can find Catholic Courier Online at 
http://www.catholiccourier.com 
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