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tie it'in that week with capital punish-
ment, because that’s the same thing
that happened to Jesus,” explained
Ladley, a Notre Dame theology in-
structor.

In addition, a group of Notre Dame
students traveled to Rochester early
this year to attend a lecture by Sister
Helen Prejean, CSJ, whose opposi-
tion to capital pumshmem is
well-known. The movie “Dead
Man Walking” was based on
her book by the same name.

Several members of Notre
Dame’s Amnesty group have
also signed a pe-
tition spon-
sored by the
diocesan Consis-
tent Life Ethic of-
fice against the
death”penal-
ty. The Con-
sistent Life Ethic
links together the
issues of abortion,
capital  punish-
ment, war, e€eu-
thanasia and
poverty.

Emily Farstad, 17, admitted
that standing up for her beliefs is not
always easy. Last year, she endured

criticism for her part in a one-day
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demonstration at downtown Elmira’s
Wisner Park. She carried a sign
protesting a planned execution facili-
ty for inmates at Southport Correc-
tional Facility near Elmira.

“Lots of people yelled fourlet-
ter words out their (car) win-
dows,” Emily said.
Although Emily admit-
ted to being self-conscious
at first, she said that “you
get over it” if you believe
strongly enough in the cause.
She added that she’s motivated by
the notion of speaking out for
those who have been si-
lenced. -
“The people we write
(letters) for can’t
ever do that,”
Emily comment-
ed. )
As it turned out, local gov-
ernment officials
eventually = called
off plans for the execu-
tion site she'd protested.
Additionally, Emily noted that she
- was part of two Amnesty letter-
writing efforts in which she

/
°90  Jearned that prisoners were

eventually freed.
“That was wonderful,” Emily said.
“It’s really worthwhile to think that

something you could do could save
someone’s life.” ,

Although Karen hasn’t yet taken
part in public protests, she said she
would do so if necessary.

“I wouldn’t mind it. You would do
what it takes,” Karen remarked.

Unfortunately, Emily said, too many
people don’t get involved in causes be-
cause they don'’t believe one voice will
make a difference.

“They think it really doesn’t matter,”
Emily said.

Karen said she encourages other
teens toward activism by asking them
to picture themselves as a prisoner
Amnesty is working to free. -

“How would you feel if it was you?

What 1f this was happening in your
country?” she said.

Karen, Cassandra and Emily — all se-
niors at Notre Dame — said they plan
to continue their activism after they
enter college. Karen, for one, said her
Amnesty work is so vital that she has-
n’t even briefly considered ceasing her
involvement.

“I have to do it. I can’tignore it,” she
concluded.
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GIVE THEM BETTER THINGS TO DO THAN DRUGS.
Like sports, dance, art or music. Because good things can be habit-
forming, too. So get them started on a good habit today. Or they:

may get into a very bad one.

Join us in the National Red Ribbon Celebration,

Oct. 23-31.
Call 262-2300 NER s
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for a FREE packet of information and suggestions
to help keep your kids off drugs.
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