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'Sands of time9 sift out quiet thoughts 
Just before we started the 5 p.m. Mass 

at Resurrection Parish on Saturday, 
Father Lou Vasile, pastor, called my 
attention to an hour-glass timer located 
on a small table just to the right of the 
presider's chair. 

He told me it took the sand three min
utes to pass from top to bottom after the 
timer was turned over. Then he asked if 
I would mind activating the timer when 
I returned to the chair after the Com
munion rite of the liturgy. 

Lou explained that the commurnty 
had been reflecting on the important 
place of silent reflection in our Sunday 
worship. That reflection had led to the 
timer, which seemed a light-hearted way 
to honor, and to be in communion with, 
the Lord and with one another. 

I was happy to honor Lou's request 
and, I confess, curious about how those 
in attendance were responding to it. I 
must say I was impressed by the experi
ence. The silence seemed peaceful, posi
tive and quite prayerful. 

I had no sense at all that people were 
uncomfortable with it or that they could 
not wait until the quiet moment ended 
so that they could get on with the busi
ness of the day. 

Such a positive response to quiet 
times in our liturgical celebrations is 
something I do not take for granted. 
Indeed, I have noticed often over the 

along 
the way 

years how quickly some folks grow rest
less at such moments. They begin to fid
get and look around to see if others 
share their impatience at what they seem 
to regard as a waste of time. 

I have the strong impression that 
some think when we experience silences 
within our celebrations that these peri
ods occur because the presider is dis
tracted and has simply forgotten to move 
things along in expeditious fashion. 

In any case, the timer at Resurrection 
on Saturday set me to musing on the 
importance of silence as a component of 
our personal and corporate prayer. 

And it got me thinking about the 
opportunities offered in the present 
structure of our liturgy to enjoy that 
value. I mention such examples as: 

1. The invitation to take a moment to 
reflect on our need for forgiveness dur
ing the penitential rite; 

2. The pause invited by the invitation, 

"Let US pray," before the opening and 
closing prayers of the liturgy; and 

3. A moment of quiet after each read
ing during which we begin to draw 
God's word into our hearts and to 
respond to it. 

It is quite common in my experience 
that the presider, deacon, organist, can
tor or lector tends immediately to fill 
those moments with words or music. 

My concern is that when such is the 
pattern, we lose a dimension of quiet 
reflection that is quite important. 

I think you understand quite well that 
my intention here is not to criticize any
one. Nor is it to promote three-minute 
timers as permanent fixtures in any of 
our sanctuaries. 

Rather, it is to encourage all to reflect 
continually on our liturgical celebrations 
so that we can understand in continually 
deeper ways the treasure they are for 
our lives. 

When we come to that kind of under
standing I think we all do a pretty good 
job of expressing it appropriately in our 
worship. 

Thanks to all of you who have partici
pated in our reflection, prayer and dis
cussion on the centrality of the Sunday 
Eucharistic liturgy in Catholic life. You 
make a great contribution to the life of 
the Church for today and tomorrow. 

Peace to all. 
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Looking for Quality Printing? 
Call us for... 
• Letterhead 
• Envelopes 
• Business Cards 
• Newsletters 
• Bulletins 
• Brochures 
• Catalogs 
• Presentation Folders 
• Menus 
• Continuous Forms 
• Computer Forms 
• Snapsets 

(Carbon & Carbonless) 
• Labels 

We can... 
• Die-Cut 
• Laminate 
• Number ^ 
• Round Comer 
• Eyelet 
• Provide Rubber Stamps 

Through a special arrangement 
between Wayuga Press and the 
Catholic Courier Graphics Department, 
you can now get quality, affordable 
typesetting and printing. 

The Courier's award-winning 
graphics department can transform 
your ideas into the work you need. 
When Courier Graphics typesets your 
work you can be sure that the finished 
product will attract the attention it 
requires. 

Then Wayuga Press will print your 
work in a timely manner, with the 
quality you expect and at a price you 
can afford. 

Give us 

Our Lady is calling you... 
To peace, prayer, and holiness 
"PRAY, PRAY, PRAY3 

Write for cur free catalog of over 700 items 
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Great Prayerbooks 
Mary's Call-4 Keys To Heaven $1.50 
Mary's Call-Mary, Teach Me To Pray....1.50 
Mary's Call-Together In Prayer 1.50 
Mary's Call-Glory To The trinity 1.50 
Mary's Call-Little Boole of Prayers 50 

Excellent Reading and Gifts 
My Daily Eucharist-/oa« McHugh 12.00 
Mother Of The Secret-T. Petrisko 9.95 
Michael The Archangel, Fr. Herbert 5.50 
Secret Of The Eucharist- M. Brown 5.50 
Celebrate 2000-Pope J. Paul II (paperback).7.00 
Lift Up Your Heart-Ftt/ron Sheen 13.00 
Nobody Calls It Sin Anymore-Roberts.....6.00 
Diary-Divine Mercy In My Soul-Sr Faustino. 12.00 
Meeting With Mary-/. Connell 18.50 
Mother's Manual-AF. Coomes. 2.50 
Father's Manual-A.F. Coomes 3.95 
Divine Favors Granted to St. Joseph....4.00 
Life Of St. Joseph-M. Baij 10.00 
Coming Chastisement-Bra C. Driscoll.... 1.95 
The Day Will Cofne-M. Brown 12.95 
Father, Forgive Me, For I Am Frustrated 6.00 
An Hour With Jesus - Vol 1 2.00 
Mother Teresa-A Mother In Love...: 7.95 
Mother Teresa-Life, Work & Message.. 10.95 

New Books in December 
Mary's Call-The Way of the Cross $1.50 
Mary's Call-The Joy of Being Catholic 3.00 

Tapes-VCR-Candles 
Rosary-15 Decade, litanies-A«d/'o 3.00 
Stations of the Cross-Audio 3.00 
Prayers and Meditations #\-Audio 3.00 
Wasting Your Ufe-Sheen Audio 3.00 
Blessed Mother-Sheen Audio 3.00 
Our Father-Sheen Audio 3.00 
About The Angels-S/;ee« Audio 3.00 
The Holy Spirit-Sheen Audio 3.00 
Superman & Christmas plus True Meaning of 
Christmas-Sheen-Sfceen VCR 29.95 
Gospa-VCR. 24.95 
10 hr votive (72/$11.00) each .25 
6 day votive (4/S6.60) each 1.75 

Children 
Where Does God Live-Boo* 10.00 
Waldo, Tell Me About God-Boo* 4.25 
Waldo, Tell Me About Guardian Aneels-Boofe.4.25 
The Rosary For Little Children-VCR 14.95 
The Day The Sun Danced-VCR. 14.95' 
Songs of Praise-Cassette Tape 3.99 

Mary's Call 
504 W. US Hwy 24/P.O. Box 162 

Salisbury, MO 65281-0162 
816-388-5308 FAX 816-388-5453 

WWW.SALIS.NET 

Over 9,5000,000 sold in U.S. and 52 Foreign Countries. 
Postage: Purchases under t 5.00 add $ 2.00: $ 5.00 thru S 
10.00 add S 3,00: $10.00 and Over add $ 4.00. 
Mary's Call is a tax exempt,corporation. 
Any donation you wish to make wilt help 
spread the devotion to Our Blessed Mother 
around the World. 
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