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COLUMNISTS

Two rites cause confusion

Milwaukee's Archbishop Rembert
Weakland has produced one of the

most important articles to appear since |

the close of the Second Vatican Council
in December 1965.

His “Liturgical Renewal: Two Latin
Rites?” published by America magazine
June 7, frankly characterizes the deci-
sion of Pope John Paul II in 1984 to al-
low a second, parallel Latin rite Mass in
the Roman Catholic Church as the act
that “totally derailed the liturgical re-
newal” promoted by the council and a
proved and implemented by Pope Paul
VL

Archbishop Weakland suggests, how-
ever, that the restoration of the Latin
Tridentine Mass was not only disruptive
of liturgical unity in the Roman
Catholic Church. More ominously, it
served as a signal to a vocal, disgruntled
minority of Catholics who have never
fully accepted the reforms of Vatican II.

The indult’s implicit message to Sthem -

was that, “with enough noise and criti-
cism, the council could be reversed, or
at least re-interpreted.”

In 1988, four years after the publica-
tion of the indult, another papal docu-
ment, known as a motu proprio, estab-
lished a special office in the Vatican,

Ecclesia Dei (“Church of God”), in or- |

der to insure that “a wider and more lib-
eral use of the indult of 1984 be grant-
ed by local bishops.” While it has never

¢

essays in
theology

By FaTHER RICHARD P. MCBRIEN

been clear whether the Roman Catholic
Church was now to have two distinct
Latin rites or whether this permission
for the Tridentine usage was to be only
temporary, those Catholic groups that
Jjoyously embraced the indult have, ac-
cording to Archbishop Weakland,
“strongly voiced the opinion that both
rites stand now on an equal plane.”
Thus, the archbishop writes, an “en-
couraging signal was sent to those
groups who wanted to reject all or most
of the liturgical reforms of Vatican
Council I.” Indeed, they have now “in-
creased their efforts to undermine and
reverse the liturgical reforms of that
council and especially the implementa-
tion approved by Pope Paul VI imme-
diately following the council.”
Through the publication of the in-
dult, however, ‘not only was the liturgi-
cal renewal promoted by Vatican 11
called into question, but also “the im-

pression was created that, with suffi-
cient protest, the whole of Vatican
Council II could be reversed.”-

Archbishop Weakland believes that
we have now entered a truly “cafeteria”
period in Catholicism, in which “one
can pick and choose from Vatican
Council II what one likes and what one
dislikes.” Ironically, the adjective “cafe-
teria” (as in “cafeteria Catholicism”™) has
been a preferred term of those
Catholics who tend to be less enthusi-
astic about some of the council’s re-
forms. But as the archbishop imiplies,
every kind of Catholic is now in the
“cafeteria” line, not just the so-called lib-
erals or progressives.

When the 1984 indult permitting the
Tridentine Mass is coupled with various
uncontradicted, semi-official state-
ments from Roman officials, including
the observations of Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger in his newly published auto-
biography, calling into question the en-
tire liturgical reform of the council, it is
not so difficult to understand why there
is confusion-and disunity in the church
today.

Liturgists and theologians have not
caused it. The church’s central admin-
istration in the Vatican has caused it by
implying that what was agreed upon at
the council, after long and prayerful dis-
cussion, and what was subsequently im-
plemented with the authority and ap-

proval of Pope Paul VI is open once
again for review, with the real possibil-
ity of reversal.

On the surface (and particularly if
one has not actually read the full text of
Archbishop Weakland's article in Amer-
ica), it may appear to some as if the
archbishop has delivered himself of a
reckless and idiosyncratic broadside
against the teaching authority of the
pope, and even against his very person.

Two points need to be made about
that: (1) Why is it that it is somehow ac-
ceptable, even for high ranking church-
men, to criticize severely a dead pope
(like Paul VI), but not a living pope?
Every living pope eventually becomes a
dead pope. If his actions can be dispar-
aged after his death, why cannot they be
criticized while he is still alive? On what
doctrinal principle is such a distinction
based? (2) Archbishop Weakland, in
fact, has not expressed a reckless and
idiosyncratic oplmon More than a hun-
dred of his fellow bishops have written
to him in support of his article, includ-
ing some whom the media would nor-
mally describe as “conservatives.”

He has only given voice to a growing
concern within the hierarchy itself. We
should all be grateful to him for his
forthrightness and courage.

Father McBrien is a professor of theology
at the University of Notre Dame.
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" COURIER CLASSIFIEDS

" Announcements

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain
a list of agencies that serve
birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be includ-
ed on this list may send infor-
mation to the Catholic Courier.

Business
Opportunities

SELL AVON! EXCELLENT
earnings. Ind. sales reps work
from home. 716-546-6928 or
1-800-208-8998 PIN 7309.

Help Wanted

"GIFTS PROCESSING/DATA

Entry Clerk (2 spenings): pro-
vide temp. data entry support
processing ThanksGiving
Appeal pledges/gifts: sort mall,
data enter in Freedom

Software, balance batch
totals, file maintenance. HS
diploma/equiv. req'd.
Demonstrated data

entry/office equipment exp.;.
attn. to detail; 8-10K key-
strokes/hr. $7.25 and $7.75/hr.
Resumes by 10/1/97 to:
Donata Carelli, Diocese of
Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Rd.
14624 EOE.

 EMPLOYMEN SERVICES - SERVICES SERVICES
RN MONEY READING ; TIPS " —
E:oks, $30,000/yr. income Apartments Home Improvement Painting Roofing Siding
383‘?22‘2';,343 v Egails Unfurnished MASONRY REPAIR: brick & Wallcovering & Gutters
o : MT. READ.LYELL large, 1 . Siops, basements, patchwork.
bedroom, office space, off  Glass block basement win- | SPECIALIZING IN BOWMAN
Help Wanted - ; y dows. Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. _
street parking, 275-1665 (day 716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, S REPAIRS OF
Part Time 1-3 pm). - - ALMeyvis, or. ROOFING & SIDING CO.
’ OLDER HOMES Established 1912
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS House Cleaning Basement walls repaired. painted & b R B ¢
Specialist: (part-time) to audit FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER ‘ . waterproofed. Interior/exterior +€07g¢ 1. Dowman, Sr.
invoices and check requests, Convenient Downtown Locati $10 OFF HOUSE/window painting, garages, porches, etc. * Roof Repairs - Siding -
data entry, check printing. nvenien ! oWn or. cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's Homes power washed, + Replacement Windows -
: . Walk to shopping. On a direct busiine. Cleanin - Service. r cleaning, driveway sealin + Seemless Aluminum Guiters +
AAS/Actg. & 2 yrs. exp. req'd. ' g gutte g, y sealing.
’ . Studics $299, One bedroom $359 716-527-9051 or  Page il jobs welcar « Gutter Cleaning + lce Problems »
Resumes by 10/1/97 to: Al utilties included. Section 8 accepted. 239-5607: . Sf”a Joos weicome. i
Donata Carelli, Diocese of Monthly Mass Services : Senior Discount - Free Estimates. ‘

Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Rd.
14624 EOE

475 East Broad St. - 716.546-3650

Wanted to Bu’y Electricians
Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, )
Sterling and China, Linnens. NOLAN
hwoaﬁ'fgeu mmpkt: utate; am: ::vgﬁlsc- ) ELECTR'C
cash or
conduct a sale for you, Fon AL You ELecThica Neeos
? . Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas
s .anyue: Licensed & Fully Insured
716-647-2480 @ 164368200 & %

Heating & .
Air Conditioning

Hicks Home Heating
Call us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
» Sales - Service - Installation
Family Owned & Operaled
4244848

- | Experience in office,

Housesitting
& Petsitting

CARE TAKER Are you travel-
ing out of town for a year or
more? Dependable coupie to
take care of your home. Call
223-6486.

Masonry

AMERICAN

MASONRY & CHIMNEY

CHIMNEY

865-4170 663-7360

Moving & Hauling

KD Moving & [ o
Storage, Inc. N

househokd moving and
deliveries.
llq'y or Small, We do them All!
473-6610/473-4357
23 Aﬂmgu::‘;; Rochesier NY 14607

#HT

Certified «+ 20 Years Experience

AL MEYVIS, TR.
3232876 - 3924435

671-3270 I
671-2912 fil=g
To advertise in the Courier classifieds fill out the

coupon and mail to: Catholic Courier,
PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624

AdCopy:

Name:_ | ;‘ |
Address :
‘ ,Cxty/State/ pr

'Staljt Date:




