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Memories ' of gathei'ings feed the sparit

As I sit down to write on this Sunday
evening, I feel like a person who has been
feasting on choice food all week and now
needs time to let my system digest and
absorb all the nourishment it has received.
You know, I am sure, that T am talking not
about food for the body, but about food
for the spirit.

My reference is to two events I men-
tioned with joyful anticipation in last
week’s “Along the Way” and that I have
experienced since that writing: (1) our
Keuka Days gathering, a time of enrich-
ment for professional and volunteer pas-
toral ministers, held at Keuka College on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; and (2)
the annual convention of the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious (LCWR),
which began on Thursday evening at the
Rochester Riverside Convention Center
and concludes tomorrow at noon.

Let me begin that process of integration
by listing in no particular order of impor-
tance some of the memories of those
events that speak to me at this quiet
evening hour. I hope they will be of some
interest to you and will convey at least
some sense of the richness of those gather-
ings:

1. At Keuka Days I often thought of how
very generous are the some 600 parish pas-
toral leaders who enjoyed some part or all
of that experience. They invest consider-
able time, energy and funds in the event,
and yet always seem so appreciative of any
kindness or service offered to them. They
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to recognize any kindness shown them. I -

find that deeply attractive in our pastoral
leaders.

2. I experienced a special moment at
Keuka at a workshop during which three
professional women — one in education,
one in a large corporation, the third
involved in a smaller business — shared
their experiences of leadership.

I found the exchange they had with a
large number who joined them to be
deeply stimulating. And I have little doubt
that the participants had the same reac-
tion. It is a pleasure to hear a group of
such gifted individuals comment as they
did on the interplay between life and faith.

3. Events like Keuka Days and the
LCWR convention remind me that it is
important for all of us to hear from the
expert speakers we heard at both events.
Such scholarship keeps us alive to new
information and ways of thinking. Without
such stimulus, it is easy to become intellec-
tually lazy. That is never healthy for us
who are part-of a living tradition of faith.

of how much we can learn from one anoth-
er when we are willing to share our experi-
ences of faith in daily living.

4. More than 1,100 women attended the
LCWR convention. I doubt that there ever
have been more than a few gatherings of
Catholic women at which there was such a
breadth and depth of education, pastoral
experience, commitment and faith. One of
my fantasies during those days was that all
1,100 would stay with us and bring all of
that rich background to bear on our Synod
goals. The contribution these women,
their sisters and those who have gone
before them have made to faith formation,
fragile life, women in the Church and the
development Christian community is
beyond imagining.

5. The opportunity I had this week to
spend so much time with so many gifted,
faithful people offered a special invitation
to reflect on the pastoral ministry of the
bishop: T thought about the need for the
bishop to keep learning about people’s
faith, their joys in living it each day and
the problems they face along the way.

I thought about the responsibility the
bishop has to gather the people so that we
can celebrate, refresh our vision, renew
our hopes, keep our faith dreams alive and
be reconciled and healed when those gifts
are necessary.

I am grateful to all of those wonderful
men and women I met this week.
Memories of them, I know, will be good
food for me for a long time to come.
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