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CONTINUED...
Persecution
Continued from page 1
tempting to sign up 50,000 churches, synagogues, mosques and other religious
centers around the country to prepare for
a "Season of Prayer," Sept. 28-Nov. 16, in
preparation for the international day of
prayer. Rev. Haas noted that organizers
picked Nov, 16 for the culmination because it comes two weeks before Thanksgiving.
"What we're asking people to do is to
think about 'family' that we don't think
about as family," he said, referring to the
persecuted.
Haas' organization provides resource
kits to interested churches and groups
that includes a Prayer Journal filled with
accounts of religious persecution.
For example, the journal points out
that Christians, moderate Muslims and
animists have been victimized by Sudan's
militant Islamic regime, which many observers consider one of the worst persecutors of religious believers.
"Food is denied those who will not convert to Islam," the journal noted. "Christian families are broken up by abduction,
imprisonment, torture and execution of
men."
The minister plans to be in the
Rochester area Aug. 29-31 to promote the
day of prayer, according to Kim Edlin, executive director of operations at Faith
Temple in Rochester, a Pentecostal
church. His appearance schedule, however, was still being planned.
Edlin is serving as N.Y. state coordinator for the day of prayer. She said that
Catholic churches interested in participating in die season and day of prayer can
call her at Faith Temple at 716/472-1680.

How should we respond?
Last May, two Congressional Republicans, U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsyl-

vania, and U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf of Virginia, simultaneously introduced a bill in
their respective legislative chambers that
calls on the government to establish a
White House office to monitor foreign religious persecution.
The proposed legislation also outlines
economic steps the government should
take to punish persecuting countries. For
example, the bill would ban all exports to
foreign government offices and agencies
that directly carry out acts of religious
persecution. The bill also calls for the
United States to give priority consideration to refugees from religious persecution seeking asylum in this country.
Religious and human rights experts the
Courier interviewed all praised the bill's
framers for bringing the issue of religious
rights to the forefront of die nation's political consciousness.
Nina Shea, director of die religious program at Freedom House, a Washington,
D.C.-based human rights organization,
said die bill would finally would put teeth
into years of U.S. government rhetoric leveled against foreign religious persecution.
"I think die economic sanctions are absolutely needed because words don't
mean anything anymore," Shea told the
Courier in a phone interview. "I don't believe anybody takes any of our criticism
seriously, including the persecuting
regimes."
However, some experts had problems
with the bill.
Because it specifically names China
and such Muslim-dominated countries as
Sudan and Saudi Arabia, the WolfSpecter legislation could be seen as setting up a simplistic, confrontational scenario, according to Joe Stork, advocacy
director for the Middle East Division of
Human Rights Watch;
"It could be seen as 'Us, the Christian
West versus the Muslim East and the
Communist Asians,'" he said.
Stork stressed diat religious persecu-

The new rights lobby

tion is a highly complex issue, tied up with
issues of nationalism, ethnic identity and
the power of ruling elites. For example,
he said, while Saudi Arabia harasses
Christians, most of whom are foreign
workers, it also frowns on its own citizens
who are Shia Muslims, a minority group
in Saudi Arabia where Sunni Muslims
dominate. Yet, the Wolf-Specter bills
make no mention of such persecution, he
noted.
Powers, the U.S. bishops' foreign policy adviser, said die bishops haven't signed
onto the bill because they're still studying
its provisions. However, he saw some
problems already with the fact that, the
legislation mandates a series of sanctions
against offending nations.
"If any legislation is passed, it ought to
recognize diat diere is no magic bullet, in
terms of policy response, to cases of religious persecution," he said in a phone interview from Washington, D.C.
For example, he said, the U.S. bishops
opposed renewing Most Favored Nation
trading status for China earlier this year,
citing diat nation's record of religious persecution, and its lack of willingness to
change its anti-Christian practices.
However, the bishops didn't call for any
economic sanctions when the Russian
parliament approved a bill earlier this
year that would have relegated the
Catholic Church to second-class status,
Powers noted.
The bill was later vetoed by Russian
President Boris Yeltsin, despite tremendous pressure by Russian nationalists for
him to sign it, Powers said.
If economic sanctions had been mandated against Russia for passing the bill,
such sanctions could have played right into die hands of Yeltsin's — and die
Catholic Church's — enemies in Russia,
Powers said.
"How you deal with a particular problem must be dealt with on a case-by-case
basis," Powers said.

Although diey may differ in tactical approaches to religious persecution, religious and human rights actiyists generally agree that the United States has put
human rights on the back burner in order to focus on free trade, according to
Patricia Rengel, chief legislative counsel
of Amnesty International USA.
"Before the fall of the Soviet Union,
there always was a certain ideological element to the U.S. rhetoric on human
rights," she said.
She noted, for example, how U.S. leaders selectively protested their communist
enemies' human rights violations while ignoring those of die country's capitalist
friends. Now that the Soviet bloc has fallen, the United States is doing business
with regimes that regularly abuse such
rights as religious freedom, she said.
"Human rights are seen as somediing
of an annoying and unnecessary interference," she said, pointing out how the U.S.
didn't consider China's human rights
record when considering its Most Favored
Nation status.
Shea pointed out tiiat die 1980s were a
more fertile time for the human rights
community than the 1990s. Activists of
various stripes in the '80s focused on dismantling apartheid in South Africa,
protesting Soviet persecution of Christians in the Eastern Bloc, and decrying
the killing of church workers in Latin
America, she noted.
However, the 1990s offers a new challenge in die form of religious persecution
by nations doing business with the United States, she said, and religious citizens
must rise to meet tiiis challenge.
"I don't diink the traditional human
rights groups can be effective," Shea said,
pointing to such groups as her own and
others like Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. "I dunk .the Christian
churches are die new human rights lobby."

SDTEDS
~*Z7
MX'^MW
*>«vr*M

Announcements

Houses

Child Care

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish
adoption advertising. To obtain
a list of agencies that serve
birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be included on this list may send information to the Catholic Courier.

ANDY
KANE
REALTY
Serving the diocese for 25
years! Selling, buying, renting.
716-482-3200.

Churchvllle-Chill
stay-athome mom has 3 F T openings. Also.FT available. Ages
2-10.
716-889-4499
or
716-944-0183.

Business
Opportunities
DARE TO TRY AVON Earn
extra $$. Be you own boss. To
sell or buy, • call Sharon
716-621-3075.

Miscellaneous
DJ M U S I C FOR parties, weddings, anniversaries, birthdays. Call Joe at D U a m e s
Tunes. 716-473-5411.

Help Wanted
EARN MONEY READING
books) $30,000/yr. income
potential.
Details
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467.

Wanted to Buy
P L E A S E C A L L U S if you have
any old/used Catholic books
for sale. W e buy individual
books and entire libraries.
Preserving Christian Publications. 315-942-6338.

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks,
Sterling'and China, Linnens..

Apartments
Unfurnished
MIDT0WN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER
Convenient Downtown Location.
Waft to shopping. On a *9dbusHie.
Stucfios $299; One bedroom $359

Afl utfibes included. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly Mass Servfctt
475 East Broad St • 716-546-3650

Condos
Townhouses
FOR S A L E : W E S T C O A S T
Florida Condo. 1st floor, 2
bedroom, 2 baths, clubhouse
and pool. 716-289-6812.

SERVICES.
Appliance Repair
We Make
House
Calls
SEW & .VAC REPAIR CTR.
724 Winton Rd. N.
716-482-6111

Carpeting
& Floor Care
CARPET CLEANING

CHEM-DRY*

Wanted: complete estates and booseholds. SeD to me for cash or I will
conduct a sale for yoo.

OF
R O C H E S T E R & FINGER L A K E S

J

716-458-5797 • 716-396-1076
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Mention this ad lor a CC Discount!
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716-647-2480

Electricians

rk

NOLAN
ELECTRIC

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTMCM. NEEDS
Serving Rochester i Summing

Areas

Licensed & Fully Insured
^
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Home Improvement

Painting
& Wallcovering

MASONRY

REPAIR:

brick

steps, basements, patchwork.
Glass block basement windows. Reasonable. 3 5 yrs.
exp. 716-323-1007. Al Meyvis,
Sr.

House Cleaning

BAD
OR
GOOD
credit?
Refinance. Cash out on residential and commercial mortgages.
Jones
Financial
Service, 4 6 0 State St., Suite
2 0 8 , Rochester, N Y 14608.
716-325-1180.
Registered
mortgage
broker.
NYS
Banking
Dept. 3rd
party
provider.

Heating &
Air Conditioning
Hicks Home Heating
Call us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
' Sales • Service • Installation
Family Owned & Operated

4244848
Home Health Care
CERTIFIED
NURSING
A S S I S T A N T to care for your
loved ones at home. Reliable,
references.
Pager
716-240-6623.

Roofing Siding
& Gutters

BBWARDK. BAYS & SON
Master Pointers

ROOFING & S M N 6 CO.

Pointing & Wallpaper J

Established 1912
George R. Bowman, Sr.
• Roof Repairs • Siding •
• Replacement Windows •
• Seemiess Aluminum Gutters •
• Cutter Cleaning • Ice Problems •

Wood Finishing and Cutter*
Aluminum Doors and Windows
est. 1952

(716)381-0812

$10
OFF
HOUSE/window
cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's
Cleaning
Service.
716-527-9051
239-5607.

or
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POWERWASHING: DECKS,
H O U S E S , etc. 716-392-2171.

Instruction
& Schools
PIANO LESSONS: BEGINN E R S to advanced students.
Phone 716-225-7027.

Masonry

ft*

AMERICAN
MASONRY S CHIMNEY

A

CHIMNEY
SERVICE

SPECIALIZING IN
REPAIRS OF
OLDER HOMES

671-3270
671-2912

Basement wails repaired, painted &
waterproofed Interior/exterior
painting garages, porches, etc
Homes power washed,
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing.
Smalljobs welcome.
Senior Dtecoant • Free Estimates.
Certified • 20 Yeetn Experience

Call
716-328-4340
to advertise in the
Catholic Courier
Classifieds:

AL MEYVIS, JR.
323-2876 • 3924435

l b advertise in the Courier dunfieds fiQ/pqr the coupon
andoiaUtaCatfioIfcCoiniej;, ; '*
PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 ' s '
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ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170

663-7360

Moving & Hauling

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
Experience in office,
hoiaehotd moving and"
deliveries.
BitorSmaU. WctbOitmAU!

4734610/473-4357
23 Arlington St Rochester NY 14607
NYDOW9657
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