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- Reports on religious persecuti

By : Gospel, Jesus tells his Apos
they persecuted me, me;wu also persecute you.”

I3

en today, Jesus’ words continug 16 be prophetic.

. According to the U.S. State Department, persecution of Christi " 5

%‘d many other people of dlffereﬁgt%fmths is rampant in the modei} X

¥

&

bject to criminal prosecuuon, in others they are harassed or forf
dden to build WOl'Shlp centcrs.pm)fﬁaally hold services, CNS pe:a

Growing concern over rehglousﬁersecuuon has prompted a num&\
r of responses in the United States.
Two members of Congress PFOL 3

d lists the governments of

pording to Gerard Powers, foreigi

, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, North&o) j i

¢ ering a bill to outlaw prosel;

artment advisory committee is -,
ént can respond to religious per‘ g

«

5

. ndauons sometime tlus fall, ac;

olicy adviser to the U.S. Catholi¢: ;

wonference’s Office of International Justice and Peace. Archbishop .
eodore E. McCamck of Newalﬁ; N, and Bishop Ricardo Ramu'etx

ders, will release its first rec

e national organizer, the
terian minister, plans to visi

% world d&' Crosses

What s pron;ipting all this ac

rom around the world show thgé% :

ponses to natlon%
othe;j believers

man rights horrors the State Department reponed, according to CNS
For example, the report points to China, which routinely unpnxgns
Tibetan Buddhists and leaders'of religious groups it does not recag
nize, such as Catholics who refuse to join a govemment-apprgyed
Catholic church.
China’s treatment of belxeverﬁls also cited by Paul Marshall 3 ;g hls

; book Their Blood Cries Ou, released in March by Dallas based Word

Publishing.

5
Marshall details how two Ghinese Christians, Chcg}Zhuman ,algd
§:negl for ¥ prac :

Zhang Ruiyu, have been beaten; tortured and i
ticing their faith: G o

“After being arrested in late 393],,%&@ Zhuman) was tortured
and beaten by police at the Putiat Céunty Detention Center, and left
hanging upside down in'a wmdow frame for hours ...,” the book reads.
“Chen has suffegcd*heérmg' los%and other physn‘.al destruction asa
result of liis mistteatment. He ins in prison.”

. Several cou%mes that are stong U.S. allies in political and eco-
\Oml terms also-engage in per§ecutmg Christians and other bekev-
: €rs, according to the State Department report.

-For instance, Saudi Arabla X ‘ulres all citizens to be Muslims and
prohibits public and private pragtice of other faiths. Non-Muslim wor-
shipers risk arrest, lashing aaé‘ eportation if they attract official at-
tention, the report noted. 5 -

Even Israel, while legally

port harassment by local go
And Marshall reported
Islam to Chnsuamty while §

ported his story, Hussein’s life
into hiding and continues to live u

Voices for the voiceless

interview with the Courier, Rev. Haas said organizers
g Continued on page 10
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g. And in Germany, desplte broad;
protections for religion, SClel?( logists and evangehcal Protestants re- 3




