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Joshua chooses to serve the Lord 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

Tfie leaders of the tribes of Israel, 
along with the elders and the 
judges, were excited because 

Joshua had called diem togedier for a 
meeting. They knew he only did uhat 
when he had a message to share from the 
Lord. When Joshua came out of his tent 
and joined diem by the campfire, every
one became quiet. 

Joshua's face glowed with die bright
ness of his smile. When he spoke his 
words were like those of a fadier address
ing his children. 

"Listen, my people, to, what the Lord 
has to say. 

"Long ago, our fathers did not worship 
our God, but served idols instead. But be
cause of the faidi of men like Abraham, 
Isaac and Moses, God delivered Israel 
out of bondage and slavery. We have lived 
to see die land of promise diat not even 
Moses was able to see." 

One of die judges waved his hand to 
get Joshua's attention. 

"Is die Lord unhappy widi us?" he 
asked. "We do not serve idols. We have 
been faidiful to him." 

"God gave us victory over die enemies 
who attacked us, over die many evils Uiat 
surrounded us," Joshua responded. "We 
are safe in his care. But some still cling to 
the idols of ancient times. This cannot 
be." 

Then one of die elders interrupted 
him. 

"I am one of die older members of our 

people," he said. "Those among us who 
do not serve God must be few. Even 
those my age and older remember die 
good things God has done for us." -

"My name, Joshua, means die salvation 
of God. I have always tried to live up to 
what I believed God wanted me to be. I 
will serve die Lord, and so will my fami
ly. You must each choose whether you 
will serve God or an idol. Choose wisely." 

Many of die men who were widi Joshua 
stood and raised their fists in die air and 
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cried out, "Mfe will serve God!" 
Joshua stood. 
"You are witnesses to your own decla

rations to serve God," he said. "God will 
be forced to punish you if you follow any
one but him. His love is widiout measure, 
but he expects us to obey die command
ments he has given to us." 

"We will serve God!" die people re
peated. "We will obey him." 

Joshua found a large rock and placed it 
under an oak tree. 

"This stone, too, has heard your oaths 
to serve God," he declared. "Now go in 
peace to be widi your people and serve 
God from a sincere heart" 

Q&A 
READ MORE ABOUT IT: 

Joshua 24 

1. Why were the elders excited? 
2. What choice did Joshua want the 

people to make? 

Bible A$c€ttt 
God promised Moses that die peo

ple of Israel would inherit a land "of 
milk and honey," what we now call 
the "Promised I And * 

In the book of Joshua, the Is
raelites take possession of the land 
The territories that had been con
quered were divided up according to 
the Lord's instructions and given out 
to the various families. 

The country in which they settled 
is referred to as Canaan in the Old 
Testament Canaan was not taken 
over without struggle, but Cod led 
the armies of Israel to victory so that 
they would be able to toe m peace in 
a place that was safe and wai large 
enough in which to settle 

St Maximilian 
Mary Kolbe 

St Maximilian Mary Kobe was 
bom into a poor Polish Gundy in 
1894 When he was a young man, he 

joined a Francncan monastery He 
traveled to Rome to continue his ed
ucation There he was also ordained 
and formed die Mibtn of Immacu
late Mary, whose name he adopted as 
part of his own 

\umcm lung du<aK. forced him 
to return to Poland. When ha health 
improved be began wriu%S»4 pub
lishing Christian newsletters and 
pamphlets; 

As Nazi terrorism started to cast its 
shadow on Europe in uv^lllSfc St 
Maximilian helped Jews and'refigees 
Tmar^heittf aridsafer ,̂ He was even
tual^ arrested by ilfaTnan police and 
was sentenced to the concentration 
camp in Auschwitz. Hedted thereaf
ter giving up his life in the place of 
another man. We honor St Alaximii-
lanonAug. 14." 
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Puzzle Answers on page 8. 

Cross out every diird letter in die puzzle to reveal a verse from a 
famous old spiritual song. 
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