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Bishop Clark: 
still a teen at he 
Story by Mike Latona • Photographs by Matthew Scott 

At one, point during the Diocesan Youth 
Convention, Becky Peterson noticed a tall 
adult taking a seat behind her among all 
the teenagers. Although his summer attire 
didn't initially surprise Becky, she did a 
big double-take once she saw his name tag. 

The person was Bishop Matthew H. 
Clark. 

"I didn't expect him to be in shorts and 
T-shirt. It was like a whole other side of 
him," said Becky, 16, a parishioner at St. 
Patrick's Church in Seneca Falls. 

Such attire is typical for Bishop Clark 
when he participates each summer at the 
convention. While he might not pass for 
a teenager, the bishop does place a high 
priority on identifying with today's teens. 

"It just does my heart good to 
be around these people. I just re­
ceive tremendous life and energy," 
Bishop Clark remarked. "If you can 
communicate a sense that you like 
to be with them, and that it's not an 
onus or burden, it means a whole lot 
to folks. 

"I happen to like relating to young 
people. And even if I didn't, I would cer­
tainly want to try it," the bishop added. 

Bishop Clark related with the young 
conventioneers not only through his 
choice of clothing, but also through cele-

T touched by the love and medical care he received from 
the Sisters who run a local clinic, and the concern of 

his parish priest, Balestine Marbaniang ofShillong, 
India, was inspired to enter the 
seminary. Today, he is a 
third-year student at Oriens^ 
Theological College in 
Meghalaya, where, last 
year, 19 students were 
ordained priests, t Year 
after year, parishes with 
schools and clinics, and 
seminaries such as the 
one in Meghalya, rely on 

your sup'port through the Propagation of the 
Faith. ^ Through a Gift Annuity 
with the Propagation of the Faith, you 
can help ensure the future missionary 
work of the Church and help young 
people just like Balestine continue to 
answer Christ's call. In addition, 
you will receive a guaranteed 
income for your lifetime that is 
partially tax-free. Please write for more information. 

Oriens Theological College 
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brating a Mass and holding two open fo­
rums during the weekend. The conven­
tion took place Aug. 1-3 at SUNY College 
at Geneseo. 

During one forum, Bishop Clark remi­
nisced about his teen years and noted that 
young people then did not enjoy such ca­
sual relationships with rjieir bishop; instead, 
they addressed die bishop as "Your Excel­
lency." Bishop Clark then knelt down and 
kissed a teen's ring, vividly portraying the 
expected form of reverence for a bishop. 

"It was a very, very formal, ritualistic 
experience," Bishop Clark 
said. 

The 

memory of church and culture was that 
there was a strong emphasis on discipline 
and uniformity," said Bishop Clark, who 
turned 60 on July 15. "Our lives were de­
fined more by laws and rules than by re­
lationships." 

Options for leisure time were also dif­
ferent in the 1950s, he added. For in­
stance, Bishop Clark's family did not own 
a television set and in­

stead watched 
Milton Berle's 
weekly come­
dy show at a 
neighbor's 
house.-
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bishop noted that such actions in the 
Catholic Church, as well as society, were 
more prevalent in the early 1950s. 

"Life was much more structured. My 

sion 
with one or two or 

three channels, tops — in black-
and-white, and with much smaller 
screens," Bishop Clark remarked. 

Along with TV, rock-and-roll music was 
another emerging part of American cul­
ture when Bishop Clark was a teen. The 
bishop said he was fond of such pioneer­
ing rock artists as Bill Haley and Buddy 
Holly. 

MERCHANDISE 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

SELL AVON! EXCELLENT 
earnings. Ind. sales reps work 
from home. 716-546-6928 or 
1-800-208-8998 PIN 7309. 

Miscellaneous 
DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed­
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Call Joe at DUames Tunes. 
716-473-5411. 

Help Wanted 
EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 800-513-4343, 
exL Y-1467. 

Help Wanted Wanted to Buy 

CASHIER: MONDAY-FRIDAY 
iOam-2 pm, previous cashier 
experience preferred. Send 
resume to Steve Bordeau, Our 
Lady of Mercy High School, 
1437 Blossom Rd., Rochester, 
NY 14610. 

COOK: MONDAY-FRIDAY 
6:30am-1:30pm, previous bulk 
cooking experience preferred. 
Send resume to Steve 
Bordeau, Our lady of Mercy 
High School, 1437 Blossom 
Rd., Rochester, NY 14610. 

Situations Wanted 
ADULT CARE: CARING male 
companion to care for fine 
elderly gentlemen. East Ave. 
area. Call 716-244-4418. 

Miscellaneous 
TIRE AND WHEEL Never 
used except as spare. XT 
Radial P195175R14 M&S. 
Sells for $150, asking $65.00. 
716^663-0982. 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Lumens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house­
holds. SeO to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. 

716-647-2480 

Condos 
Townhouses 

FOR SALE: WEST COAST 
Florida Condo. 1st floor, 2 bed­
room, 2 baths, clubhouse and 
pool. 716-289-6812. 

Electricians 

Al~ NOUN 
f^ ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRCAL HEBS 
Saving RochaslertSunujnifng Anas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 
(lift ^ f e 

_ S g 716-436-8290 ^gff 


