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Parish, ill pastor provide inspiration 
As you know well, I enjoy opportunities 

to celebrate the Sunday Eucharistic Liturgy 
in our parish communities. Such occasions 
allow reunion with old friends and the 
chance to meet new ones. 

They also provide the chance to know 
better the personality of the parish, to be 
in touch with the richness of its pastoral 
life, and to have deeper insight into the 
dreams and struggles of the community. 

I had die chance for such a visit this 
morning when I celebrated with St. 
Joseph's Parish, Livonia, at 9:30 a.m. and 
with St. William's, Conesus at 11:30. My 
visit was occasioned by the recent illness of 
their pastor, Father Bob Collins, who needs 
some support while he regains his strength. 

It was good, as always, to be with Bob, 
who keeps his good spirit even when physi
cally weakened by illness. And it was a plea
sure to be with the people of die parish 
who are so attentive to Bob and pray so lov
ingly and faithfully for his full and speedy 
recovery. 

It would be difficult even for the casual 
observer to miss the mutual respect and 
affection that exists between Father Bob 
and the community. 

It is quite clear that Bob and the commu
nity share a special challenge and concern 
because of his illness. No doubt about that. 
What impresses me especially about the 
people of St. Joseph's and St. William's is 
that they show Bob such genuine affection 

and concern even as they continue to 
mourn the sudden death of Bob's predeces
sor, Father Bill Trott. Much has been asked 
of them in this regard. I admire them 
deeply for the way in which they have 
responded to these realities. 

The parish's strength of spirit may 
account in part for Bob's comment to me 
every time we meet diat he loves the parish 
and thanks God daily diat he is diere. 

Whatever the reason for such a beautiful 
relationship between pastor and parish 
community, it is a wonderful thing to 
behold. Observing it today made me very 
happy and put me in mind of many other 
parish communities in which there exist 
similar life-giving relationships. 

I wished through the morning, as I often 
do on visits to parishes, that I could have 
had along with me young men who have 
some interest in priesthood, but who won
der if die vocation is sufficiendy joyful and 
rewarding to help to grow in freedom and 

maturity through the course of their years. 
I think they would be much encouraged if 
they could see what I see in my travels. 

Two additional notes about die morning: 
1.) When I asked the people at the 9:30 

Mass at St. Joseph's how many of them 
came from odier dioceses I was amazed at 
die number who raised dieir hands. I recall 
that there were people Uiere from Albany, 
Syracuse, Buffalo, Ogdensburg, Miami, 
West Palm Beach, Venice, S t Petersburg, 
Scranton, Tucson, Richmond and New 
York. I may even be forgetting one or two. 
Whatever the number, their presence in 
Livonia and the hospitality of the commu
nity provided a stimulating meditation on 
the reality of the church. 

2.) At Conesus we celebrated an outdoor 
liturgy, which was followed by a picnic 
lunch. That experience also invited me to 
reflection and prayer. This time it was 
about die diemes we have been following 
in John's Gospel during these summer 
weeks. The experience spoke to me of 
Christ, the living bread. It spoke to me of 
how the people gathered were so obviously 
willing to be good bread for one another. 

I thank all at St. Joseph's and St. 
William's for being good bread for me 
today. I ask all of you to pray for die con
tinued good health of these communities, 
and for a full and speedy recovery for Bob 
Collins. 

Peace to all. 
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Saturday October 11,1997 
Theatre on the Ridge (Kodak Park) 

200 Ridge Road West, Rochester, NY 
8 am-7 pm (5 pm Mass followed 

by Healing Service) 
Sponsor Queenof Peace Apostolate 

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS AND GUESTS 
Fr. Albert Shamoh (Dynamic Pastor, Author and Columnist}' Ivan Dragicevic (Medjugorje 
Visionary) • Wayne Weible (Author & Lecturer) • Donna Cori Gibson (Musical Rosary & 

Interludes) • Sister Louise Marie DeMontfort, H.M.C.F. 

f1fWQBrW^!?6erl11,iW7^; :>> 
f • Covjfessioft • titysic* Youth Program 

• Chaptet of DimeMe^*jBe$eti0m*8Q^ 'Mass * Healing Service 

1997 ROCHESTER MARIAN CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
Name(s): 

Evening:_ 

To reserve a gourmet box lunch at tfie 
Theatre's Cafeteria please indicate 
Number and Sandwich choice: 

Street 
City, State, Zip: 

Telephone: Daytime: 

# Adults (18 & over) _ 

# Youth (12-17) _ 

# Religious 

# Box Luncfl _ 

Total Enclosed: 

Make checks payable to: "Rochester Marian Conference' • Return to: Queen of Peace Apostolate, 47 
East Wright Ave., Waterioo, NY 13165 • To help us please include a sett-addressed stamped envelope. 

For More Information. Call Linda at (716) 266-3264 
VISIT OUR WEB STTE www.FiARE.NET/mPtr 

x$20 = 
X$10 = 

(no fee) 
x$6 = 

$ 
Ham Beef Tuna 

send a beautiful Prayer Enrollment card today. 

Our ministry of intercession for the living or deceased goes 
beyond the limits of time. We do not cease to pray for you 

and those whom you enroll. 

Birth • Baptism • First Communion • Mother's Day 
Father's Day • Birthday • Religious Holidays 
Graduation • Confirmation • Anniversaries 
Wedding • Ordination • Jubilees • Get Well 

Deceased and many more to choose from. 

ave oeauliaiUu kcwid lettered SqUccwtch 

vngotdimfc, with the name oft/iekewion 

you utiaA fo vnw/l. 

If you would like a brochure, or to place an order, simply mail, 
call or fax us. You may be sure that your donation will continue 

to help the life and ministry of the Sisters of the Cenacle. 

CENACLE PRAYER ENROLLMENTS 
310 CENACLE ROAD 

RONKONKOMA, NY 11779-2203 

http://www.FiARE.NET/mPtr

