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Catholic novels 
Continued from page 1 

one of series of ironies involving the two. 
Their first novels deal with similar 

themes: attacks on the church and the pa
pacy, and the end times, though in some
what different ways. 

O'Brien describes the struggles of a 
monk, Father Elijah, called to help the 
pope battle church dissidents and the ef
forts of a secular organization to under
mine the power of faith in the world. 

Macfarlane, on the o ther hand, de
scribes the attempted assassination of the 
pope, the rise of an "anti-pope," an inva
sion of the United States, and the inter
twined lives of a group of people who sud
denly discover faith and love. 

In his second novel, O'Brien explores a 
Canadian family over several generations 
as they struggle to survive in the wilds of 
British Columbia, and then in an increas
ingly secular society. T h e story, the first 
part of a trilogy, is told primarily from the 
point of view of the central female char
acter, an agnostic who discovers faith — 
and the meaning of marriage — through 
the love of her husband and the lives of her 
children and grandchildren. 

Meanwhile, in his second novel, Mac
farlane explores the relationships among 
a small group of friends — one of whom is 
an agnostic — as they struggle and grow in 
their faith in the midst of a secular world. 
T h e book also, explores notions of what 
can help to make a marriage strong. 

Yet another irony is the way the two 
writers met. 

O'Brien explained that an acquaintance 
familiar with Father Elijah sent him Pierced 
by a Sword, so he could see how a n o t h e r ' 
writer had dealt with some of the same 
apocalyptic issues. After h e read it, 
O'Brien wrote to Macfarlane to offer a few 
pointers based on his own experience as a 
writer and editor. 

Macfarlane then called O'Brien and 
they" spoke briefly. A few months later, 

O'Brien had to speak at a conference in 
Chicago, and called Macfarlane to see if 
they could get together. They did, and as 
O'Brien noted in a forward to the revised 
Pierced by a Sword, began "a friendship that 
should last forever." 

O'Brien, in fact, helped Macfarlane 
rewrite the revised edition of the book. 

"He basically took it and rewrote it page 
by page," Macfarlane gratefully recalled. 

Carrying the torch 
T h e ultimate irony is that the two began 

writing Catholic fiction at a time when the 
genre seemed to have died out. 

At one time, the church enjoyed the 
works of such writers as Louis de Wohl, 
Graham Greene, Flannery O'Conner and 
Walker Percy, acknowledged Tom Ryaivdi-
rector of marketing for Ignatius Press. 

But, he said, "They died. N o one's come 
in since to carry the torch." 

As he readied Pierced by a Sword for pub
lication, Macfarlane found a similar dearth 
of Catholic ficdon writers. 

"We hired a marketing director," he re
called. "He called o the r publishers. H e 
called Catholic bookstores to see what kind 
of fiction is out there. They thought we 
were nuts." 

There were few novels being written up
holding church teachings, O'Brien ob
served, acknowledging that to be called 
"orthodox" is nearly a literary kiss of deadi. 

"There are many gifted writers out there 
devoted to the church," he said. "They 
have been largely ghettoized. It's virtually 
impossible to get published." 

Indeed, he said, "I mote (Father Elijah) 
with a sense of fatalism, convinced that no 
secular publisher would touch it, that no 
Catholic publisher would accept i t " 

But while accepting die "Catholic" label, 
both writers noted that such works must 
do more than just state church teachings. 

"A Catholic novel is called to be evan
gelical, but it must also be good Fiction, 
too," O'Brien said. 

"I don ' t think there is such a thing as a 
Catholic novel versus other kinds of nov

els," Macfarlane explained. "What would 
make any novel Catholic is (if in the books) 
the world view is Catholic." 

Such a view, he explained, allows char
acters to make choices, be open to failure, 
but also to have available the power of 
grace and forgiveness in their lives. 

But while concerned with creating good 
fiction, both nevertheless view their writ
ing as a means of evangelization. 

"Very much at the heart of what I 'm do
ing is trying to touch readers, and to draw 
them back to the reality of God's presence 
in the world," O'Brien said. "A novel can 
reach souls who would never listen to a ser
mon, who would never darken a church's 
doors." 

Macfarlane, whose ministry at the Mary 
Foundation involves evangelizing people 
about the messages of Mary to the world, 
had doubts about fiction at first. But his 
wife encouraged him. 

"My wife said a lot of people like to read 
fiction rather dian listen to an audio tape," 
he said. "I started thinking about what fic
tion is, as opposed to a lecture or an audio 
tape." 

In the beginning 
Still, nei ther writer set out to create 

Catholic fiction. 
Macfarlane said he received a call in die 

fall of 1994 from a friend who was trying 
to write a novel involving Marian appari
tions. After the friend hung up , Macfar
lane told his wife that he thought the friend 
would never finish the book. She suggest
ed that he write a book himself instead. 

Inspired, he spent a Sunday afternoon 
writing some character sketches, then put 
them aside. Months later, he returned to 
the sketches, which became the opening 
section of fhe book. 

O'Brien actually wrote his first novel in 
the 1980s, but could not get it published. 
T h e n in 1994 he, too, received a nudge. 

"One day while praying, I experienced a 
powerful, internal p rompt ing to write a 
novel on the crisis we are facing," he said. 

For the next eight months, he went to 

daily Mass, then returned home to write. 
"The book jus t basically poured out," 

O'Brien said. "The graces flowed very 
powerfully." 

BotrTwriters repor t that their books 
have apparently touched some people. 

"We've had thousands of letters," Mac
farlane said. "For me the best review some
body writes is 'I went to confession,' 'I've 
started to pray more. '" 

O'Brien said people have written to say 
that his first book has brought them back 
to Catholicism or to convert to it, and that 
priests have reported dieir own faidi and 
sense of ministry have been deepened. 

The future 
More books are in the works by both 

writers. Ignatius has already agreed to pub
lish more of O'Brien's novels. Macfarlane 
said his goal is to publish a book a year. 

Meanwhile, Ryan noted diat Ignatius has 
received a number of manuscripts since the 
publication of Father Elijah, and is current
ly considering several. 

"It was kind of an art diat was lost, but it's 
starting to come back," Ryan suggested. 

Macfarlane said the potential market is 
enormous. According to published statis
tics, die United States and Canada have 
some 74 million Cauholics. 

"It's a sleeping giant," he declared. 
They also cited die success of evangelical 

Protestant fiction writers. In the last 
decade, Christian romances and novels 
have flooded the market, with such writers 
as Frank Peretti (Prophet, This Present Dark
ness) and Janette Oke (Love Comes Softly, Ros
es for Mama) selling millions of copies. 

O'Brien said he hopes to reach Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike in what he sees as 
troubled, possibly even the end, times. 

"Start looking around at the world with 
slightly more open eyes," he warned. 

Even if the end times are not here, he 
added, Catholic fiction is well worth read
ing both for pleasure, and for the aware
ness of die faidi such works can engender. 

"The greatest adventure in the universe 
is ours," O'Brien declared. 

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT MERCHANDISE ^ SERVICES SERVICES 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 

' of agencies that serve, birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

DARE TO TRY AVON Earn 
extra $$. Be you own boss. To 
sell or buy, call Sharon 
716-621-3075. 

Miscellaneous 

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Call Joe at DkJames Tunes. 
716-473-5411. 

Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467. 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467. 

FUND DEVELOPER: AN orga
nization dedicated to justice 
seeks a person responsible for 
planning, -coordinating and 
evaluating a diversified devel
opment program. Resume: 
Interfaith ACTion, 410 Chili 
Avenue, Rochester, NY 14611. 
Deadline: 8/18/97. 

Help Wanted 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR for St. 
Michael's Roman Catholic 
Church, Warsaw, NY and St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic 
Church, Silver Springs, NY. To 
direct Religious Education of 
children of both parishes. 
Grade levels K-11. Applicant 
must have: personal commit
ment to Catholic faith, good 
people skills, organizational 
background, administrative 
abilities, related religious edu
cation experience preferred, 
pastoral certification desired. 
Salary: hourly wage. Send 
resume to: Director of Religious 
Education Search Committee, 
St. Michael's Rectory, 171 N. 
Main St., Warsaw, NY 14569. 

SECRETARY: 20 HOURS/wk. 
Organized self-starter for busy 
Communications Dept. 
Excellent phone skills, comput
er literacy required. Will use 
MSW, Pagemaker, Powerpoint. 
Exp. in PR or other busy office 
environment preferred. 
Resumes by 8/15/97 to: 
Donata Carelli, Diocese of 
Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Rd., 
14624. EOE. 

Garage Sales 

FORMER ST. ANNE SCHOOL 
GARAGE SALE: 1600 M t Hope 
Ave. 8/8, 9am-5pm, 8/9, 9am-
3pm. Great variety of items. 

Miscellaneous 

TIRE A N D WHEEL Never used 
except as spare. X T Radial 
P195175R14 M&S. Sells for 
$150, asking $65.00. 
716-663-0982. 

Wanted to Buy 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house
holds. Sell to me for. cash or I mill 
Conduct a sale for you. 

JlCarilunsULniitniea 
716-647-2480 

Carpeting 
& Floor Care 

CARPET CLEANING 
C H E M - D R Y * 

OF 
ROCHESTER & FINGER LAKES 

716-45&5797 • 71&596-1076 
Mention this ad for a CC Discount! 
Serving Monroe. Ontario 4 LMngrton Counts* 

IndBpandBofy Onred & Operated 

Electricians 
Houses 

ANDY KANE REALTY 
Serving the diocese for 25 
years! Selling, buying, renting. 
716-482-3200. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

AL- NOLAN 
f^fc ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL Youn ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Serving Rochester iSunvunding Areas 
Licensed & Fully Insured 

^ 716436-8290 m§ 

Home Improvement 

M A S O N R Y REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

House Cleaning 

$10 OFF HOUSE/window 
cleaning. Lawncare. Mickey's 
Cleaning ' Service. 
716-527-9051/Page 239-5607. 

POWERWASHING: DECKS, 
HOUSES, etc. 716-392-2171. 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BBNARDK. BAYS & SON 
Master Painters 
Painting & Wallpaper J 
wood Finishing and Gutter* 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

est. 1952 (716)381-0812 

Masonry 

MI0T0WN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER 
Convenient Downtown Location. 
W * to shopping. On a tired busline. 

Studios $299; One bedroom $359 
All utilities included Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Mast Sen/ton 
475 East Broad St • 716-5464650 

SERVICES 

Appliance Repair 

We Make 
House 
Calls 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR. 
724 Winton Rd. N. 

716-482-6111 

Financial Services 

B A D OR G O O D credit? 
Refinance. Cash out on resi
dential and commercial mort
gages. Jones Financial 
Service, 460 State St., Suite 
208, Rochester, NY 14608. 
716-325-1180. Registered 
mortgage broker. NYS Banking 
Dept. 3rd party provider. 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

aft* 

A 
A M E R I C A N 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

MX MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF 

OLDER HOMES 
Basement wails repaired, painted & 

waterproofed. Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed,. 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

Small jobs welcome. 
Senior Discount • Free Estimates. 
Certified • 20 Years Experience 

AL MEYVIS, JR. 
323-2876 • 3924435 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Bur or Small, We do Hum All! 
47*6610/47*4357 

23 Arlington SL Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOT»9657 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

ROOFING: High-tech roofing, 
flat & shingle, repair specialist, 
workmanship guaranteed. Ins. 
Call John (716) 259-3741. 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 

4244848 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R S - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

BOWMAN 
BOOnNG&SBMGCO. 

Established 1912 
George R. Bowman, Sr. 

• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 


