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oW, Summer is winding down. 4
Jos- . There are just a few weeks left for sit-
ting at the beach, in the park or on the
‘ porch to do some reading.
rille But you've already consumed the latest
John Grisham, Mary nggms Clark or
.

Dean Koontz.

) So where else can lovers of fiction turn?
Catholics might enjoy two new options.

§ - A e last three years, Bud Macfarlane

S - Jr. and Michael D. O’Brien have entered
the market with two novels each: Pierced
and by a Sword (1995) and Conceived Without
nt's Sin (1997) by Macfarlane, and Father Eli-
y to jah: An Apocalypse (1995) and Strangers
Di- and Sojourners (1997) by O’Brien.
plot Macfarlane’s Pierced by a Sword tied for
the third-place honors in the 1996 Catholic
»dy. Press Association’s awards competition
nts. in the category of “First Timie Author of
eral a Book.” And because he chose to self-

publish his book in a low-cost, pulp for-
mat, distribution of the novel has already
broken the 200,000 mark. The first print-
ing of Gonceived Without Sin, released in
June, was for 50,000 copies.

wgli " On the hand, Father Elijah, despite a

A $25 price tag, has sold some 17,500 hard-

ack cover copies through Ignatius Press, qual-

évil ifying it as a best seller in the official Catholic publishing market. Meanwhile, Strangers

kill ; and Sojourners has already sold 5,000 hardcover copies since the spring.

Mc- All the more remarkable is the fact that the two men, who did not know each oth-

:i]rsl " er before their first novels were published, both set out to create “Catholic” novels —

o _tales inhabited by Catholic characters espousing orthodox Catholic pomts of view — :

by but stories that sZﬂl work as fiction. . Cathohc smnes rate Iedlsmvery

but ' “My guiding prmaple is there s no edification without entertainment,” Macfarlane "’;The mﬂmg orthodox Catholic writers

Ace, noted. were suggjo;%s;ed by Catholic ,;pubhs}mers and

'nal And in the process, they have become friends, despxte different backgrounds -~ ‘authors; who explained they ¢ither directly

The O’Brien, in his late 40s, is a successful, self-taught artist — he designed the covers deaFwith Catholic themes or create

nce for his books — who lives in Combermere, Ontario. As a youth, he left the Catholic Catholic characters who-try to Jive out their
faith, returning at 21. The married father of six edited a Calatlt:ohc faléxély magamlxle | Gatholic faith. ‘ ,
Nazamh ournal, for seven years, and writes in a style Macfarlafie praised as more “lit- ’

ok his oW, Critics bave compared his works favorably to those of C.S. Lews, W"‘;"‘“‘e” Berry (Nathon Goulier, A World

t:z Charles Williams, even Dostoyevsky. . G:K.Chesterton {the Father Brown stories)

S fi- Macfarl]gnmc;,1 on t[lllle ohtilser ha:lld, is ml!lns mid 30s, and f:rgmrla;déxate ofl ﬂxeh}iJ:rl;'ers}xltl)s' Ral)ph Mcinerny (the Father Dowling mys-
of Notre e with a histo ee. He upina evoted to teries

lil to father is a noted Marian e"}r)yel'tegrzmd noms 1l:x Fairview, Ohio, with his wife and Bmﬁa;‘iefy O’Conner (Wise Blood, The Violent

eals two children. After trying such fields as teaching and business, Macfarlane created wa:ke‘;”«'gem (Love in the Ruins, The

tin the Mary Foundation to distribute low-cost Catholic audio tapes, some of them fea- Thanaias szu)

e turing his father His previous experience with writing had all been business related. ~_J. Powers (Wheat that Spnngeth Green,

au- 'l’hefact that theypubhshedfnstandseeond novels the sameyearsxsactuallyorﬂy R :

1ap- Continued on page 10
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