u might think homilies in-
volve little more than
looking up the day’s

Scripture readings, jotting down a
couple of thoughts, taking the
pulpit and spouting off for a few
minutes. '

But Erin McAfee found there’s
a lot more behind stepping up to
the microphone: Last fall, she
wound up preparing several
hours to deliver a homily that last-
ed a few minutes.

“It takes so much time. For
three weeks, many times I would
spend an hour a day. I'd always
thought the priests put the
homily together the night before,
but I got a deep appreciation for
what they actually do,” said Erin,
18. She delivered her first sermon
last December during a teen Mass
at her parish, Irondequoit’s

“People say, ‘Oh, they do it
every week and this is their job.’
But I don’t think you can fully un-
derstand what they do until you
go through all the steps and all
the thought processes,” Erin
added.

Perhaps one of the toughest:
tasks for any homilist is to come
across effectively to each member
of the congregation. That could
be a tall order when it comes to
talking to teens if the homilist is
not in touch with the teens’
needs, Erin said. '

“The teenage mind-set, they
like adventure. Their eyes are
really open,” she said. “They’re
looking for excitement —
something new, something differ-
ent. I'm sure there are teens who -
go to church
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