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CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

EDITORS’ NOTE: This is the last installment of the
diocesan document, “The Centrality.of Sunday Eu-
charist: Guidelines for Parish Planning, " which the
Catholic Courier has been publishing during July in
place of Bishop Matthew H. Clark’s column. The bish-

op’s column will return beginning with the next issue.
- Alternative Celebrations

We, the Church of Rochester, believe that the
theology of Baptism supports the gathering of
the Christian community in many different ways
of prayer, but the primary place of gathering
must be at the Eucharist. It is only in the Eu-
charist that we are able to make present, time and
time again, the dying and rising of Christ. This
is our corporate characteristic and the way in
which we define ourselves as the Body of Christ.
(“Gathered In Steadfast Faith,” #16).

Therefore, the Eucharist is demanded by Bap-
tism and without it (regardless of other ways in
which we gather to pray) we stand to lose our .
identity as Catholic Christians. (Directory for
Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest,
#10, 11).

We also affirm the statement that “the prima-
ry and original purpose for reservation of the
eucharist outside of Mass is the administration of
viaticum. The secondary ends are the giving of
communion and the adoration of our Lord Jesus
Christ present in the sacrament.” All activity sur-
rounding the reserved sacrament is to be seen in
relationship to the Mass. (“Holy Communion
and Worship of the Eucharist Outside of Mass,” -
#5). }

We realize that communion services can pro-
vide the presence of Christ in the assembly, the
proclamation of the Word and the pre-conse-
crated elements of bread. They can celebrate a
response of faith in the hearing of the Word and

the reception of Holy Communion. Communion
services, however, can never celebrate the sacri-
fice of Christ in his dying and risirﬁicause
there is no eucharistic prayer, the “denter and
summit” of the celebration of the eucharist. “The
meaning of the prayer is that the entire congre-
gation joins itself to Christ in acknowledging the
great things God has done and in offering the
sacrifice.” It is in this way that we are joined to the
dying and rising of Christ and become the Body
of Christ. The response of faith to the mission of
the gospel is to be a life directed by the dying and
rising of Chirist. (General Instruction on the Ro-

man Missal, #54.)

Therefore, the Church of Rochester, in all its
parishes and faith communities affirms that:

* since the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist
is the norm for the diocese, alternative cele-
brations in the absence of Eucharist will be
held only in extraordinary situations which
preclude the opportunity for the community

Non-eucharistic gatherings require planning

to celebrate Eucharist.

* each parish/faith community, in cooperation
with the cluster grouping of which it is a part,
will be required to formulate a plan for the cel-
ebration of alternative services (according to
the norms of the Church as found in “Holy
Communion and Worship of the Eucharist
Outside of Mass,” the Directory for Sunday
Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest, “Gath-
ered In Steadfast Faith” and the “General In-
struction on the Liturgy of the Hours”), list the

- Mass times of neighboring parishes and pub-
licize that plan within the community. These
plans will honor the understanding of the ec-
clesial community and the desire to always
make the celebration of the Eucharist avail-
able.

e catechesis for the formation of the communi-
ty concerning the centrality of the Sunday Eu-
charist and the nature of alternative celebra-
tions will be provided by the parish and the
diocese. .

* lay leadership for alternative celebrations will
be identified from within the community by
the community and training will be provided
in the art and techniques of prayer leadership
by the diocese.

* alternative celebrations at weddings and fu-
nerals will be celebrated when appropriate as
provided for in the Order of Christian Marriage
and the Order of Christian Funerals.

* eucharistic devotions will be celebrated ac-
cording to the norms of the Church as found
in “Holy Communion and Worship of the Eu-
charist Outside of Mass.”

» the Office of Liturgy and the Office of Con-
tinuing Education will commit their efforts to
the preparation of guidelines, ritual texts and
training to support these efforts.
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. The Monthly Prayer R For Pri
~ . 1he Monthly Prayer Request For Priests
SUNDAY e i Will you pray for a priest each day?
6:15pm St Staniglaus Church ...... - Ave., Rochester ... 5 ... 716-544-0951 | Jesus’ Prayer for His Priests
7:30 pm HolyFagjmauum.......é ..... Water Tower Park, Rochester ... 5. 7162350860 | | O Jesus, by Thy most loving Heart, limgfore Thee to inflame with zeal for Thy love
, ‘ ' % o 2 A and glory all the priests of the world, all hissionaries and those whose office it is to
7:30 pm St. Boniface Chuirch 15 Whaiin SLW& ....... ...716211-1468 &= | preach Thy word, that on fire with holy z¢gl, they may snatch souls from the devil and
] e N S ;. — : lead them into the shelter of Thy Heaft, where for ever they may glorify Thee. . .
7:30pm St Rita Church. . Now of o BT o : Imprimatur: E. Morrogh Bernard, Vi, Gen,
MONDAY § 7 H i . 3 Westmonasterii, May 5, 1953
7:30 pm St Judefhe Apostie Church . % ... 4100 Lyell Rd, Rochester ... L e | Bucharisic Adoraion, Offringgpfeings, Divine Merey Chaplc
o & 1 )
TUESDAY o ;%f 2 Lo Augus 9 1 9 9 7
10:00:am Our Lady of Perpétust Help Charciis - Ly £ 4 i Sunday . Monday . Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
) e ¥l wn ‘ 75%?/ ] . ’ )
7:30 pm St Staniglaus Church ...... “i.....1150 Hudson Ae., Rochester ... 3. ...716-544-9951 %é i Please send donations to: MPRP, 70-A Green I{Most Rev. 2
’ ¢ Knolls Dr., Rochester, NY 14620-4746 Rev. (Wiliam G. | Matthew H.
7:30 pm St Helens Church ... .. . Gates Center Bingo, Westmar Plaza ;... 716.236-1210 £ | Fathers: [Endres | Clark, DD
- s :
WEDNESDAY g | 3 4 5 6 |Abet 7 |Matthew 8 9
p .1 |Pope Inactive Robert J. Clarence W, |Gaslens, ~ | Temple, James A.
» 7:30 pm: Holy Family ! | JohnPaulll | Priests Kanka  |Gardner csB O.Cam. Schwartz
THURSDAY 5 10 1 2 13 | Most Rev. 14 5 16
I | Peter F.James  |Michasl Leo J. JamesM. |Douglas | Edward
7:30 pm St. Staniglaus Church ! Mandina Lawlor Hayden Kiem, CSB | Moynihan | Deila Pietra | J. Foy
- ™ b 17 i 18 19 20 2 22 23
SATURDAY | . Martin N
Robert J. Boler, Fredeick John P Mihai David N.-
I . i avid N. Raymond G.
! |Downs 0sB W.Bush  [Camiero, SU |Dubovici  |Gramkee  |Heisel
]
; 2 Symon 25 26 27 8 29 30
| |RobentG. N EdwardE. | EugeneR. |RobetT.. | FrancisH. |Michael G.
i |Miler.cSB |P-NBYR | gioiniohner| Weis Werth Vor | Upson
i | 31| Interested in sponsoring our ministry? We will publish a monthly calendar
I |Bran | when dopations allow us to continue. Each month the MPRP requires $300 -
1 |Cool to cover its costs and 100% of your donation is used to sustain this ministzy.




