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Faithful called to Sunday participation 
EDITORS' NOTE: Through July the Catholic Couri

er is publishing tfie diocesan document, "The Centrality of 
Sunday Eucharist Guidelines for Parish Planning" in 
place of Bishop Matthew H. Clark's column. The bishop's 
column will return in August. 

Sunday Obligation 
We, the Church of Rochester, believe that the oblig

ation to participate in the celebration of Eucharist on 
Sundays and holy days is fulfilled by a t tending any 
Catholic Eucharist, whether of the Latin o r Eastern 
Rite Catholic Church, on the Sunday or holy day itself, 
or on the evening before. It is at the hear t of the 
Church's teaching and law that we all desire to par
ticipate in the Sunday Eucharist. \ 

The most important sense of the obligation comes 
first from the command of Christ to "Do this in mem
ory of me." Secondly, it derives importance from the 
teaching of the tradition of which the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church speaks: "It was above all 'on the 
first day of the week," Sunday, the day of Jesus ' res

urrect ion, that the Christians met 'to break bread. ' 
From that time on down to our own day the celebra
tion of the Eucharist has been continued so that today 
we encounter it everywhere in the Church with the 
same fundamental structure. It remains the center df 
the Church's life." (Catechism, #1166, 1167). It is also 
a requirement of Church law. (Canon 1248). 

Since at times it may be impossible to fulfill the 

Sunday obligation, impossibility to observe the law is 
an excusing cause. 

When it is impossible to fulfill the precept to at
tend Mass on Sunday or a holy day, Canon Law rec
ommends the alternatives of Canon 1248.2, if possi
ble. These alternatives are not required by law, they 
are recommendations. They provide a good means of 
observing the sacred character of Sundays and holy 
days when it is not possible to participate in the Eu-
charistic celebration. 

Therefore, the Church of Rochester, in all its parish

es and faith communities: 
• affirms that through the Sacrament of Baptism, 

the members of the Body of Christ have the right and 
responsibility to gather on Sunday for the celebration 
of the Eucharist. This right and responsibility is an 
expression of faith at the heart of discipleship and is 
defined in Church law. 

• affirms that when Mass for Sunday or other holy 
day is not celebrated in a parish because of the lack 
of an ordained priest, the parishioners may fulfill 
their obligation to participate in Sunday or holy day 
Mass by joining the celebration of Mass at a neigh
boring parish. If it is not possible for members of p ie 
faithful to participate at Mass at another parish (e.g., 
because of distance or lack of transportation), they 
are encouraged to take part in the Liturgy of the Word 
or the Liturgy of the HOUFS celebrated in their parish 
church, or engage in prayer personally, in a family, or 
in a group. (Canon 1248.2). 

• reminds all that the Code of Canon Law speaks of 
"impossibility" to participate in Mass on a Sunday or 
holy day. Such impossibility involves a serious cause 
such as distance, lack of transportation, illness, etc. It 
is more than a matter of personal preference or in
convenience. 

• directs the diocesan Office of Liturgy to provide 
parishes with suggested materials and appropriate cat-
echesis for priestless Sundays. 

Next: Alternative Celebrations 
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/ / COME HEAR FOR YOURSELF 

Beltone's "Invisa" 
The Hidden Hearing A i d . 

FREE HEARING AID TESTS • HOME SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FINANCE PLAN AVAILABLE 

/ / 

@e/fome* 
Over 50 years experience you can trust 

Call Beltone today 

262-9918 
1-800-836-0642 

1454 Monroe Ave. Rochester, NY 

Michagl R. \ Yackiw 
:jF4he#&l Home 

People with Diabetes 
Needed for Drug Studies 

Men and women with Type II diabetes are needed to partici
pate in clinical research trials of an investigational drug. The 
clinical trials, conducted by researchers at the University of -
Rochester Medical Center, will study: 

• an "insulin sensitizer" that may help make the body's insulin 
work better and decrease the levels of sugar in the blood. 

• an "insulin sensitizer" in combination with another drug that 
together may help control levels of blood sugar. 

Participants must be at least 40 years of age. Participants 
receive laboratory testing, physical exams and other tests, and 
eye exams at no cost. In addition, participants may be reim
bursed for their time and travel. 

The studies are supervised by John Gerich, MD and Steven 
Wittlin, MD. 

For addi t ional information, please contact study 
coordinators Keri-Lynn Colicchio or Nancy Needier 

at (716) 273-4922 or (716) 273-3972. 

1270 Norton Street 
544-5000 

"IF YOU'VE MADE A WILL, 
THERE'S ONE MORE 

THING T O DO..." 
To learn more about prearranged funei.ils. 

please call us. Our counsel is always available 
free of charge and at no obligation. 

David P. Crawford • Mark D. Wakeman 
495 N.Winton Rd.-Rochester- (716) 482-0400 

FUNERAL / H O M E INC. 

send a beautiful Prayer Enrollment card today. 

Our ministry of intercession for the living or deceased goes 
beyond the limits of time. We do not cease to pray for you 

and those whom you enroll. 

Birth • Baptism • First Communion • Mother's Day 
Father's Day • Birthday • Religious Holidays 
Graduation • Confirmation • Anniversaries 
Wedding • Ordination • Jubilees • Get Well 

Deceased and many more to choose from. 

S#Mca#cL aw 6eauti^e/lu /wnd'lettered 
myc/dvn/c, with iAe name oftAeAewxm 

you wiiA to- enro/l. 

If you would like a brochure, or to place an order, simply mail," 
call or fax us. You may be sure that your donation will continue 

to help the life and ministry of the Sisters of the Cenacle. 

CENACLE PRAYER ENROLLMENTS 
310 CENACLE ROAD 

RONKONKOMA, NY 11779-2203 


