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"It doesn't matter how old you
are," Shawn said. "If you know
the right people, you can get
what you want."

Kerri discovered that
turning 18 meant being
targeted by under-18
friends.
"I had to tell my
friends that I was not
going to buy
cigarettes for
them," she said.
Now Kerri is

a car? I mean you're what — only a
sophomore? That's young," Shannon remarked.
O n the other hand, Shawn said h e
thinks more responsibly now that he's
begun to drive.
"You have to watch out for everybody
around you or with you, riot only
yourself," Shawn said. "I'm starting to
feel more mature."
Ben likewise felt more mature when
he exercised his right to vote last year.
He believes that the minimum voting
age of 18 is reasonable, saying that h e
didn't have
a sufficient
grasp of
politics
earlier in
life.
"I don't
think that
before 18,
you're interested in it
that much,"
Ben said. "Once
you start getting
older, in the
working world and
the 'real world,' you
start to become more
aware of things."
Kerri ventured that
adulthood may
depend more o n one's
maturity level, rather
than age. For
example, she
turned 18
three
months
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• The Family Resort on Fourth Lake
• Open July 1st thru Labor Day
• Swimming, Boating. Golfing nearby
• Rates from $85-$120 per day/per person
(includes 3 meals daily)
• Weekly and Family Rates, a s well
• All rooms with private baths
• New/ Housekeeping Cottages

xJince /SSS • ff3ra\Jeaaom
Located in the Central Adirondack
(65 miles north of exit 31, Utka, NY)
Preseason 315-733-2748

Summer 315-357-2941
S. Shore Rd. • PO Box 417 • Inlet NY 13360

before her high-school
graduation but didn't feel as if
she was immediately transformed
into an adult at that point.
"The only extra freedom I was using
was diat I drove after 9," Kerri said.
Licensed drivers ages 16 and 17 cannot
drive after 9 p.m. in New York state
except under special circumstances,
such as traveling from work.
Kerri, who attends SUNY College at
Geneseo, added that she didn't feel she
had entered adulthood "until I'd been in
college a semester."
Ben, who still lives with
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his family, said h e
expects he'll feel
more like an
adult "when I
start paying for
die college bills
— when I start taking
{
more responsibility for myself."
"It depends o n your personality
and how responsible you are,"
Shawn added.
At the same time,
Shawn realizes that
lawmakers cannot
be this flexible
when defining
age limits. "You
can't
individualize.
There's too
many people,"
he said.
Even after age
limits are established,
Shannon pointed out some restrictions
are difficult to enforce..
"Kids are so determined; they like the
challenge. They're going to go out and
d o what they want to do," she said.
When she visited a college town in
downstate New York, for instance,
Shannon said that underage people "got
into the bars, n o problem."
"They just become regulars; the
owners b e c o m e acquainted with them,"
Shannon said. She added that underage
patrons were permitted to purchase alcohol witii "no questions asked."

anticipating her
next milestone —
her 21st
birthday next
March. Although she said she has never
been in a bar, she is looking forward to
the experience.
"I can't wait until I'm 21. It gives you
more options of things to do," said
Kerri, explaining that she is more eager
to expand her social network than to
drink alcohol legally.
Interestingly, Shannon has observed
among older friends and family
members that the desire to hang out at
bars seemingly decreases once you
become "legal."
"After you turn 21* it takes tlje fun out.
of it," she commented.
Although Shannon will reach that
milestone o n March 17, 1998, she
doesn't plan to observe her 21st birthday
by hitting every St. Patrick's Day celebration in town.
"It doesn't mean you go out and get
trashed! Some people think that's what
you're supposed to do," she said.
Drinking, Kerri remarked, "is not
something that 18-year-olds should be
doing right away — and it's not
something 21-year-olds need to be
doing, eiuSer."

Caring for homeboimd

10 to 5, Rain or Shine

Antique Show &Sale Arts & Crafts,
Fine Arts, Pizza, Hots, Baked Goods,
Parade 11:30, Walking Tours 1 & 2,
Chicken Barbeque 4, Pultneyville Civic
Light Opera Co. Gilbert & Sullivan's
Gondoliers in historic Gates Hall at 8pm

Sunday, July 20, 1997
Arts & Crafts 10 to 4
Grand A u c t i o n 1:30
Music by Water's E d g e 12:30
Pizza & refreshments available;
PCLOC matinee 4pm
Sponsored by the Pultneyville Historical Society

ST. MARY'S SUMMER CELEBRATION
Silver Springs, NY
Sunday, July 20 • Noon till ?
Featuring: Scrumptious Chicken Barbeque
with homemade pies, and other desserts
Adults $6. Children S3,
(takeouts available)
DRAWINGS, CLAMS, P O N Y RIDES, and Games for all.
A beautiful summer drive, a short distance from Letchworth State Park, and Silver Lake.
23 C h u r c h S t r e e t — Silver S p r i n g s , NY

