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for your soul 
Photographs by Matthew Scott 

teens' hands and feet were bound — so 
they could experience what it might be 
like to be handicapped — Quinones 
said several people began to joke, 
"Come to youth group, Carmen ties 
you up." 

Humor, Quinones remarked, "is 
really important 
Kids tike th< 

th ministry 
aliule 

"You have a good laugh, and you feel 
more comfortable. It calms the group 
down," Headier said. "Then, when you 
do something spiritual, it's a little easi
er to share with people after you've 
laughed with diem." 

Quinones agreed diat humor is a 
wonderful trust-building tool. "The 
most vibrant person in youth group, 
the r ^ s t spiritual, the one who's most 
alive | i kids tend to draw themselves to 
that person because diey want that, 

,100," she said. "People are drawn to 
others with a joyful spirit." 
^ Vet Jeremy also emphasized that he 

does not act whimsically in order to 
r draw attention to himself. Rather, he 

rds it as an extension of God's 

* j Theiningl 'mheie to do is be a 
V^ J T l f a 3 ^ J | $ r t £ 9 g1**'but t'Od gave 

toe the 

^ ^ ^ _ _ ^ more 
friendly relationship. 

At the same 1996 retreat, Headier 
recalled that Dan Kwiecien, a teen 
from Scottsville's S t Mary pfjthe,^_.^ 
Assumption Church, did a hilarious 
Richard Simmons impression — 
complete with wig — in leading partici
pants through "morning exercise.", 

llso use humor effeimely Si 
years ago, she recalled, a guest priest 
at St. John the Evangelist lightened up 
a week-long parish retreat with his 
witty personality. 

"The place was packed, he was 
so funny," Headier said. 
"People brought tape 
recorders. In school, 
everybody was, like, 
'Are you going to 
church today?'" 

Similarly, Jeremy has 
often seen visiting priests 

help the parish to get to know them by 
leading off with humorous 
anecdotes. 

"Anytime this hap
pens, you're touching 
a lot more people;" Je
remy said. "You open 
yourself up to 
everybody, and it 
helps a great deal." 

Ben Hagan, 
from St. Mary's Church in 
Elmira, said that humor from the 
pulpit may not be appropriate at such 
solemn events as funerals, but it fits in 
fine most of the time. 

"If the priest decides to explain the 
readings and have a good time, that's 
cool. It's however you relate to them — 

serious and they 
said Ben, 16. 

" probably 
said. For 

ispel passage 

think they woulc 
because diey would hayl 

afraid of him." 
Although Jeremy said diat 

there is no evidence Christ was 
a comedian — "I don't dunk it 

was written in die Bible that Jesus 
cracked a joke in the middle of a sto

ry" — he feels Jesus definitely 
employed humor when he spoke to 

$ $ 

"Everybody 
just 

automatically 
listened. He had 

to attract diem 
somehow, and die 

most effective way is to get somebody 
dirough humor — because people like 
to laugh," Jeremy said. 

"I'm sure he had some fun doing 
what he was doing," Ben commented. 

However, Ben and Headier ventured 
that New Testament writers may have 
intentionally portrayed Jesus in a more 
solemn fashion. 

Maybe die disciples put it down 
piat way so they looked like diey were 
a little more organized," Ben 
suggested. 

"People wouldn't take (Bible 
passages) as seriously if diey were 
presented as funny," Heather added. 
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Carpeting 
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Celling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

A i r NOLAN 
f^ fc ELECTRIC 

FOAAU. YOUR ELECTWCAL NEEDS 
SenlngRoclm»er& Summing Ams 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

S 716436-6290 f£$ 

SERVICES 

Health & Exercise 
WHOLISTIC MASSAGE: 
LICENSED. Advanced training 
in triggerpoint, myotherapy 
(pain), corporate chair massage 
on site. 716-544-1950. 

Home Improvement 
MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Coll us for Summer Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 

4244848 

SERVICES 

Instruction 
& Schools 

SUMMER TUTORING: CERTI
FIED Elementary/special edu
cation teacher available for 
reading/math. 716-442-0024. 

SUMMER TUTORING: YOUR 
home or library: math, reading. 
Grades 1-9. Reasonable, cert 
716-752-7469. 

Masonry 

ft* 

A 865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small Wedolhtm Alt' 
4 7 & 6 6 1 0 / 4 7 3 4 3 5 7 

23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOTM657 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, wails, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured,' powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELI
ABLE, experienced, quality 
work, many satisfied /cus
tomers. Call Jbfin 
716-544-0593. 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BONARDK. BATS & SON 
Master Painters 
Painting & WaHpaperJ 
Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

est. 1952 (716)381-0612 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF 

OLDER HOMES 
Basement walls repaired, painted & 

waterproofed. Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

SmaUJobs welcome. 
Senior Discomt • Free Estimate*. 
Certified • 20 Years Experience 

AL MEYVIS, JR. 
323-2876 • 392-1435 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

ROOFING: High-tech roofing, 
fiat & shingle, repair specialist, 
workmanship guaranteed. Ins. 
Cad John (716) 259-3741. 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SIDING CO. 

Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 H I * 


