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Where there's smoking, there's hellfire 
Back in the seemingly blissful 1950s 

when most Catholics uncritically accept
ed just about everything they were told 
by their bishops, there was a tiny body of 
specialists to whom even the hierarchy 
listened. They were the moralists who, 
even in those pre-Vatican II days, enjoyed 
the freedom to speculate on thorny eth
ical problems and then to determine die 
relative gravity of offenses against the 
laws of God. 

One of the most prominent members 
of that group was Francis Connell, a Re-
demptorist priest Father Connell was a 
conservative theologian, even by prec-
onciliar standards, but he was widely ad
mired and respected because of his kind
ly demeanor and his careful and precise 
manner of expressing his views. 

In spite of his generally rigid views on 
moral matters, Father Connell was well 
ahead of his time on one issue that con
tinues to vex us today, namely, the moral
ity of smoking, of tobacco advertising, 
and of corporate greed and the dishon
esty that attempts to cloak it. Some of us 
young upstarts (even those of us who 
never smoked) thought Father Connell 
a bit out of touch to be raising moral 
questions like, "How many cigarettes 
does one have to smoke on a particular 
day before it becomes a venial sin? How 
many would it take to become a mortal 
sin?" 
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The fact that Father Connell diought 
smoking a moral issue at all was a source 
of amusement, but diat he should also 
have tried to draw a clear line between* 
venial and mortal sin on die basis of die 
number of cigarettes one smoked in a 
given day was more than amusing. It 
seemed nonsensical. Nor was it regarded 
as a point in Fadier Connell's favor that 
die reigning pope, Pius XII, had, at 
about the same time, urged die Jesuits 
not to smoke. The pope's injunction was 
seen as a European clerical tiling. When 
American seminarians in the Roman 
universities chided their European coun
terparts for cheating on exams, for ex
ample, the Europeans would retort, "But 
you Americans smoke!" 

How our consciousness has changed 
on the use of tobacco since die 1950s. 
Not even Father Connell could have 
imagined based on the information avail

able to him at that time how close tojhe 
mark he actually was when he fingered 
tobacco use as a potentially serious 
moral problem. 

I did a column on this subject several 
years ago. The column attracted more 
than the usual interest ̂ rom the secular 
press. Smoking, after all, is not just an in-
house Catholic issue, like the ordination 
of women. It affects all of society. The 
problem with that earlier column, if I re
call it accurately, is that it focused almost 
entirely on die individual user: Is it a sin 
for a person to smoke? 

Concerns were also expressed about 
the effects of secondary smoke on non-
smokers, and the social impact of in
creased insurance and product costs. 
There were the usual qualifications 
about the impact of long-standing habits 
on human freedom. If tobacco use is ad
dictive, then an older=person who has 
been smoking for a number of years is 
far less culpable for that behavior than 
young persons who, knowing the health 
risks to themselves and to others, freely 
decide to take up the habit for die first 
time. 

Those moral considerations affecting 
the individual user are still valid and im
portant. But we now know that what is 
far more important and potentially far 
grayer a sin is the moral behavior of the 
corporate executives, their lawyers and 

their advertising agencies. With full 
knowledge of die addictive and harmful 
nature of tobacco (if we are to take at face 
value the internal corporate memoranda 
that have since become public), these ex
ecutives, lawyers and advertisers have, 
continued to market this product aggres
sively, especially to children (the Joe 
Camel campaign is the most dramatic 
case in point) and to foreign countries. 

They have also apparently been less 
than truthful about tobacco's addictive 
and harmful qualities before Congress, 
•in the courtroom and in the media, in or
der to protect their financial investment 
and, indeed, to increase it exponentially.. 

If Fadier Francis Connell were alive to
day, one doubts that he would have wast
ed his considerable talents for ethical 
analysis on the hapless, addicted individ
ual, smoking his second pack of ciga
rettes on a given day. He'd be setting his 
sights instead on die tobacco industry's 
highly paid executives, lawyers and ad
vertisers. He might also want to take a 
closer look at some latter day, self-styled 
moralists who have risen to the defense 
of the tobacco industry in the name of 
democratic capitalism. 

I doubt if Father Connell would have 
bought their argument. 

* • • • 
Father McBrien is a professor of theology 

at the University of Notre Dame. 

Act now, for earthly life is short 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mark 6:7-13. 

(Rl) Amos 7:12-15. (R2) Ephesians 1:3-
14. 

Sunday's readings talk of mission and 
commission. Amos is commissioned by 
God to go to the king's sanctuary at 
Bethel and prophesy. 

The Twelve are summoned by the Son 
of God to go out two-by-two to preach re
pentance. 

The first point in both commissions is 
the urgency of the mission. God told 
Amos to go, leave your flocks and your 
orchards, and go, prophesy to my peo
ple Israel. Go, do it now! 

The Twelve are told to travel light. 
Take no food, no traveling bag, no mon
ey. Just a walking stick and sandals, like 
the Israelites when they were about to 
leave Egypt in the Exodus. Speed was im
perative. 

Nor were they to bother about lodg
ings. Stay wherever they'll take you. Take 
what is offered you to eat, and don't be 
picky or choosy. You have no time to 
lose. 

Ulysses S. Grant, commander-in-chief 
of the Union Army during the Civil 
War, later president, was a man of great 
simplicity. In vital campaigns, he would 
take only the necessities. His secretary 
said, "I was with him once, when his en
tire baggage for six days was his tooth
brush." 

Victory often depended on quickness 
of movement, and Grant would not let 
himself be bogged down with para
phernalia common to most military 
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men. Romans called army baggage "im
pedimenta." And that was what baggage 
often was to an army — a hindrance. 

Likewise, we must never let die tilings 
of this world get in the way of the things 
of God. 

Secondly, we must act Don't be a NA
TO person: No Action, Talk Only. The 
most effective Christians of our day are 
those who operate on the JDI principle: 
Just Do It. 

On March 25, 1988, the Mother of 
God reportedly said in Medjugorje, 
"Dear children, forsake everything and 
consecrate your time to God. Don't for
get your life is fleeting like a spring 
flower." 

Flowers are never forever. Few things 
are so ephemeral as spring flowers. 
Man's life is like that: here today, gone 
tomorrow. Therefore, the Lord has said, 
"Don't loiter on the way. I have eternity, 
but you have only time — and time is 
short." 

Life is short, 'and death is sure. 

. The hour of death remains obscure. 
A soul you have — an only one. 
If that be lost, all hope is gone. 

Waste not your time, while time shall 
last; 

For after death 'tis ever past. 
The all-seeing God your judge will be; 
Or heaven or hell — your destiny. 

All earthly things will fleet away, 
Eternity shall ever stay. 

Besides* the urgency to travel light and 
to act speedily, there was the message: 
the need to repent 

Repentance means making a U-turn 
in life. So often we are going in the 
wrong direction. Repentance "urges us 
to change our style of life. The changeis 
not necessarily from glaring sins, like 
robbery, murder or adultery. The 
change generally has to be from a life 
that is completely selfish, inconsiderate, 
self-centered and egoistic, to one that is 
God-centered, active and apostolic. 

Lastly, the Apostles were charged with 
bringing not only God's message of re
pentance, but also of healing bodies. 
Christianity aims at the whole man: soul 
and body. 

The first Red Cross was started by the 
church, by St. Camillus. The first chari
ties were organized by St. Vincent de 
Paul, founder of the Sisters of Charity. 
Everyone knows the story of Damien 
the Leper and Mother Teresa of Calcut
ta. The monks of St. Benedict worked 

the land to feed the poor. The Francis
cans became poor to make the poor 
rich. The first poor laws in England 
came in 1601 after Henry VITJ and Eliz
abeth had confiscated the monasteries 
of the land. 

We may glory in the works of the 
church, but we are all called to continue 
the same works. We are to be leaven in 
society bettering it, making it wholesome. 
We are to be salt of the earth, flavoring 
life by our example. We are to be lights, 
scattering the darkness of sin and error. 

• • • 
Father Shamon is administrator of St. 

IsaacJogues Ckapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, July 14 

Exodus 1:8-14, 22; 
Matthew 10:34-11:1 

Tuesday, July 15 
Exodus 2:1-15; Matthew 11:20-24 

Wednesday, July 16 
Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12; 

Matthew 11:25-27 
Thursday, July 17 

Exodus 3:11-20; 
Matthew 11:28-30 

Friday, July 18 
Exodus 11:10-12, 14; 

Matthew 12:1-8 
Saturday, July 19 
Exodus 12:37-42; 

Matthew 12:14-21 

"IF YOU'VE MADE A WILL, 
THERE'S ONE MORE 

THING TO DO..." 
To learn more about prearranged funerals, 

please call us. Our1 counsel is always available 
"' free of charge and at no obligation. 

David P. Crawford • Afar* D. Wakman 
495 N.Wimon Rd.« Rochester- (716) 4824400 

FUNERAL/HOME INC. 

Class Tours 
St Anne Tour 8. Quebec City 

Jul. 23-26,1997 Escorted 

Lady of Fatima Shrine Aug.io, 1997 
$40pp/Dinn. Comos 

Day Shopping in Toronto Aug. 23, 1997J36PP 

Villa Roma (All Included) Sep. IS, 1997 
Grand New England Tour Oct 3-10,1997 
Show Boat Nov. 29, 1997 $l2Spp/w/Dlnn. 

For information off; 716-247-9032 or 888-405-9032 
E-MaU: HIGHCT5429@AOLCOM 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270.Norton Street 
544-5000 
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