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Orange parade prompts wzdespread riots, violence

By Christena Colclough
Catholic News Service

PORTADOWN, Northern' Ireland —
The British government's decision to allow
a Protestant fraternity to march through a
Catholic community in Portadown sparked
widespread rioting and violence through-
out Northern Ireland.

Behind army and police lines, an en-
raged Catholic community jeered in
protest July 6 as a Protestant loyalist Orange
Order parade filed down Garvaghy Road
in Portadown, 25 miles southwest of
Belfast.

Dressed in black suits, swathed in orange
silk sashes and wearing bowler hats, about
1,000 Orangemen walked silently and hur-
riedly along the road. To avoid further an-
tagonism, Orange bands did not play untik
they left the Catholic area.

British troops and police moved into the
community in the early hours of July 6 and
began setting up armored personnel carri-
ers along the streets, sealing off the area to
allow the Protestant march to pass through.

Residents of Garvaghy Road were not in-
formed of the decision to permit the
march.

Hemmed in by British troops and police,
residents were unable to attend morning
Mass at St. John's Chapel, a short distance
from Garvaghy Road.

“We were deprived of the opportunity to
go to church, our civil liberties were im-
pinged on to facilitate an Orange parade.
This is just not tolerable in a democratic

state,” said Jesuit Father Eamon Stack, sec-
retary of the Garvaghy Road Residents’
Coalition, a group representing the
Catholic and nationalist viewpoint.

“This is certainly going to delay the
peace process,” he added.

St. John's parish priest, Father Sean
Larkin, held an open-air Mass in the neigh-
borhood for those who could not get past
police lines to the chapel. He prayed for a
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Nationalist residents of Garvaghy Road in Portadown, Northern Ireland, kick at
police trying to remove them July 6 as they protest an Orange parade.

peaceful response to state violence.

On the eve of the parade, Archbishop
Sean B. Brady of Armagh, Northern Ire-
land, called for “great calm and restraint.”

“People must not allow themselves to be
mampulated They must not allow them-
selves to be provoked and they must avoid
provoking others to violence,” Archbishop
Brady said.

Early on the morning of July 6, Royal Ul

ster Constabulary Chief Ronnie Flannagan
announced that Orangemen would walk
from their church service along Garvaghy
Road, a predominantly Catholic area.

More than 1,000 policemen and 500 sol-
diers swamped the area to keep both sides
apart during the march.

As security forces withdrew from the .

neighborhood after the parade passed, an-
gry Catholic youths threw rocks and bot-
tles at armored vehicles. Two cars were lat-

er highjacked and burned. Police fired

plastic bullets to disperse the angry mob.

Shortly after the miarch, nine masked
men, armed with a crate of gasoline
bombs, highjacked and burned a train in
Lurgan, five miles east of Portadown.

News of the parade spread rapidly to na-
tionalist areas throughout Northern Ire-
land, sparking sporadic violence.

In south Belfast, an Irish Republican
Army gunman shot at a police patrol after
nationalists held a peaceful protest against
Orange marches. No one was injured.

Loyalists, mainly Protestants, want
Northern Ireland to remain a province of
Great Britain. Nationalists, mainly
Catholics, want Northern Ireland united
with the Irish Republic.

Last year, police prevented Orangemen
from marching along Garvaghy Road in a
four-day stand-off before reversing the de-
cision and removing peaceful Catholic pro-
testers from the highway. At that time,
widespread rioting broke out across the
province, and highways to ports and air-
ports were closed.
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