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Sacred Heart
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“(The devotion) m?st certainly did not
originate from the private revelation giv-
en to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque,” O’
Donnell wrote. “The medieval forms of
the devotion to the heart of Christ rested
solidly upon patristic traditions. ...”

Convocation in Syracuse

About six years ago, with the approval of
the Diocese of Syracuse, Anson and other
Sacred Heart devotees established the Sa-
cred Heart Center, which serves as the re-
gional arm of the Sacred Heart Apostolate
in Fairhaven, Mass. Funded by private do-
nations and staffed by volunteers, the cen-
ter will host the 1997 National Sacred
Heart Convocation at the Radisson Plaza,
Hotel Syracuse in Syracuse Aug. 22-24, she
said. Anson said at least 10 Catholics from
the Rochester Diocese have expressed in-
terest in coming.

Speakers at the convocation will mclude
Anson; Father Albert Shamon, adminis-
trator of St. Isaac Jogues Chapel in Flem-

ing, Cayuéa County, and a Catholic Courier
columnist; Father Benedict J. Groeschel,
CFR, director of the Office for Spiritual
Development of the Archdiocese of New
York; and Thomas J. Mueller, president of
Men of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
Mary, based in Fountain Valley, Calif.

Anson noted that she plans to elicit tes-
timony from families whose lives have
been transformed by the devotion, fami-
lies once marked by divisiveness and now
marked by caring.

Father Shamon said he will place devo-
tion to the Sacred Heart in the context of
the pope’s call for Catholics to reflect on
Jesus in 1997 in preparation for the next

" millennium. The pope issued this call in

his 1994 apostolic letter “As the Third Mil-
lennium Draws Near.”

In a telephone interview with the Couri-
er, Father Groeschel said he plans to speak
about Sacred Heart devotion as an anti-
dote to such modern ills as family breakup
and personal loneliness.

“I will sketch out a history of devotion to

Christ, and particularly to Christ as a per-
sonal friend,” he said. “All social psychol-
ogists say we live in lonely times, and I'll

speak on how this devotion will have a spe-
cial relevance to the lonely people of the
end of the 20th century.”

Like Anson, Mueller promotes en-
thronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
not only in homes, but in schools and busi-

nesses as well. In a phone interview, ’

Mueller said he believed devotion to the
Sacred Heart has helped to carry his fam-
ily through such trying experiences as the
near-death of his sen from a poisoning.
“The altar in our home became the ral
lying point of our family prayer,” he said.
The popes, the church

and the Sacred Heart

Devotion to the heart of Jesus has been
vigorously approved by several popes over
the last 100 years, including Pope Leo XI-
II, who consecrated the world to the Sa-
cred Heart in 1899, and Pope John Paul II,
‘who has referred to the Sacred Heart in
encyclicals and in speeches.

Meanwhile, the church itself has echoed
the impact of the devotion in its teachings.
For example, sections 1439 and 2669 of
the Catechism of the Catholic Church

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

Promoters of devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus often point to 12 promis-
es the Lord reportedly made to devotees
in 4 series of visions to St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque in the 1640s. These promises
were culled from writings of the saint, a
French nun of the Visitandine order.

popularized the promises in the latter
19th century by distributing lists of them
throughout the world. The promises

guages, according to the book Heart of
the Redeemer, by Timothy T. O’Donnell.

Philip Kemper, an Ohio businessman, -

have been translated into dozens of lan-

In her visions, saintly mm heard : Ch‘ri —

The 12 promises arez "% % E

1.1 wﬂlgwe (devotees)alidlegraca
necessary in their state in lifé: ,

2. I'will establish peace in then;homm

8. walicomfouﬂzemm theu‘affhc
tions.
4.Iwﬂibedxe1rsecurereﬁxgedunng
life, and above all, in death. -

5. 1 will bestow abundant blessings up—
on all their undertakings.

6. Sinners will find in my heart the
source and infinite ocean of mercy. ‘

7. Lukewarm souls shall become fer-:

vent.

high perfection.
9. I will bless every place i in whlch an

8. Ferventsoulsshallqmcldymoumto 'L‘:

my heart
12. I promise you in |
. mercy of my heart. thavmy all pqwer~
ful love will grant.to.all those.wh
‘. ceive Holy ‘Commumo
Frxdays in nine consecmwe
‘the grace of finalpers;age
hall not di die 2

comment on the love in Christ's heart.

And three churches in the Rochester
Diocese are named for it — Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Rochester, and the churches
of Sacred Heart in Auburn. and
Perkinsville.

In 1986, Pope John Paul II addressed
the meaning of devotion to the Sacred
Heart in a speech at Parayle-Monial,
where St. Margaret Mary had received her
visions.

“The heart is also the central core of the
conversion which God desires on the part
of man and for man, so as to enter into his
intimacy, into his love,” the pope said.
“God did not create man to be indifferent
or cold, but to be open to God.”

And that, in the end, is what the devo-
tion is all about, O'Donnell said in a
phone interview. Devotees are not so
much concerned with Christ’s heart per
se as what it contains — a merciful love for
sinners, he explained, and how that love

_can change the hearts of people. This lies

at the center of the Gospel message, he
continued.

“This devotion is tied to Catholic dogma
and Catholic faith,” he said. “You can’t
treat it like any other devotion, like a de-
votion to St. Jude.”

O’Donnell acknowledged that not all
Catholics may feel drawn to Sacred Heart
devotion, especially if they have been
turned off by poor artistic depictions of
Christ’s heart, or Sacred Heart pamphlets
with arcane, excessive prayer language.
However, he emphasized that, ultimately,
all Catholics must contend with what the
devotion represents — Jesus expressing his
love for all and asking for a response from
humanity.

“It would almost be a cold rebuff to Our
Lord to say ‘Oh, no, that doesn't attract
me,”” he said.
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To learn more about devotion to the Sacred
Heart, or about the August convocation, write:
The Sacred Heart Center, 4791 W. Seneca
Turnpike, Syracuse, N.Y. 13215, or call the
center at 3 15/492-6308

countless scenic and historic
wonders (Galway, Afan ilse,
Croagh Patrick, etc.)
Accompanied by Marian Priest.
Deadline soon, credit cards
accepted. For love, laughter and
inner peace, call Marlene 602-
266-5885 m-f, 617-581-0169
after July 1, or 1-800-892-PRAY.

Clothing

‘Ceiling Repair

CHRISTENING GOWNS WITH
hat. Handmade, crocheted, rib-
bon embroidery, etc. Call
Debora 716-323-1790.

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-

INGS 9’ x 12’ ceiling only $59.

Water Damage, drywall, plaster

repairs. Quality work; reason-
. able prices. 716-392-5076.

$10 OFF WINDOWS, lawns,
houses! Mickey's Gleaning

Service. 716-527-9051 or page

239-5607.

, repaired, rugs shampooed.

Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 718-663-0827.
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