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Child’s disability teaches mother about przorztzes

cle tone, mobility, vision, speech and hear-
mg.

Fran was so moved by Diane’s story
that she asked if I could watch her chil-
dren one morning a week so she could
help out with Erynne’s therapy, a vigor-
ous program that takes place in Diane’s
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each day. Every week more than two
dozen volunteers are needed to walk
Erynne and to stimulate her speech, vi-
sion and sense of touch. It's a demanding
schedule for the family, especially con-
sidering that Erynne has two older sis-
ters, Elly, 9, and Heidi, 7.

A few weeks ago Diane spoke to the
CBS group again and reflected on what
God has taught her through Erynne dur-
ing the past year.

“Iused to look at Erynne and what she
couldri't do,” Diane said. “I viewed her as
a burden. But now I don’t look at her dis-
ability. When I see Erynne I see a very

precious child and I feel like she’s a trea--

ways at work in us and around us, stimu-
lating our growth because it is for our
good.”

Diane spoke honest]y and beautifully
about the easy and comfortable life she
always expected she would have, a life
that didn’t allow room for pain, suffering
or disappointment. It’s a world that most
of us believe we're entitled to. Under-
standably, we want to keep pain and suf-
fering at a distance in our lives. We live
in a society that is uncomfortable with
pain, suffering, crises and iliness. We
find ourselves looking for ways around
the pain — anything to avoid going
through it.

And yet it is often in these most
painful moments — a diagnosis of can-
cer, the sudden death of a loved one, a
car accident, an addiction, a parent’s ill-
ness, or a child’s disability — that we have
the opportunity to meet Jesus, heart to
heart.

It doesn’t happen immediately, but

given opportunities to redefine our pri-
orities and allow God to change us.

As Diane said, “My circumstances
were telling me that God had given me a
raw deal. But what God has taught me is
to look past my circumstances to his
heart and to see Erynne as his gift to me
and to know that all his gifts are for our
provision whether we recognize them as
good at first or not.”

While Diane spoke, I thought of the
responsibility we have as parents for
teaching our children how to respond to
the pain and suffering that come into
our lives. This isn't easy to do because a
parent’s natural instinct is to shield a
child from pain and hurt. It can be diffi-
cult to teach our kids that pain and heart-

_break are just as much a part of life as

happiness and joy. Certainly children
don't need to believe that pain is some-
thing pleasant. But perhaps our job is to

. show children that there are times when

we can turn tears into joy and burdens

usually the dishes are washed — not al-
ways. And we’'ve accomplished Erynne’s

therapy. And that's it. But I don’t mind

putting off my “To Do’ list anymore be-
cause it will get done when it needs to
get done.

“Erynne’s therapist has told us that
the most critical part of her therapy is
her walking because more than any oth-
er activity it stimulates her vision, speech
and sensitivity (to touch). Likewise, God
opened my eyes to see that he wants to
improve my vision, speech and sensitivi-
ty through my daily walking with him.
I’'m seeing that tough circumstances are

" opportunities for personal growth; I

have a message to encourage and speak
to others in pain, and I have a keener sen-
sitivity and awareness that my own weak-
nesses don’t have to impede my spiritu-
al maturity.”

Marx lives in Lawrenceville, N.J, wzthher
husband and two children.

FAMILY MATTERS

For more than 106 years, Polish Union of America has considered its members
“family.” And we treat them like family, offering the security of life insurance,
anuities, and IRAs — and providing the camaraderie of social activities. Members
are also granted fraternal benefits, like the National Fraternal Scholarship
Program and the Orphan Benefit for young members who become orphaned.
PUA is always looking for ways to help your family — because family matters.
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