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Child's disability teaches mother about priorities 
Parenting 
M O N T H L Y F E A T U R E 

My close 
friend and 
neighbor 
Fran is part 
of Commu
nity Bible 
Study (CBS), 
a non-de
nomination
al 30-week 
Bible study 
course. Last 
year, a wo
man in the 

program, Diane, spoke to the CBS group 
about what God had taught her since the 
birth of her daughter, Erynne, who has a 
neurological disability that affects her mus
cle tone, mobility, vision, speech and hear
ing. 

Fran was so moved by Diane's story 

that she asked if I could watch her chil
dren one morning a week so she could 
help out with Erynne's therapy, a vigor
ous program that takes place in Diane's 
home five days a week for four-six hours 
each day. Every week more than two 
dozen volunteers are needed to walk 
Erynne and to stimulate her speech, vi
sion and sense of touch. It's a demanding 
schedule for the family, especially con
sidering that Erynne has two older sis
ters, Elly, 9, and Heidi, 7. 

A few weeks ago Diane spoke to the 
CBS group again and reflected on what 
God has taught her through Erynne dur
ing the past year. 

"I used to look at Erynne and what she 
couldn't do," Diane said. "I viewed her as 
a burden. But now I don't look at her dis
ability. When I see Erynne I see a very 
precious child and I feel like she's a trea

sure. 
"I remember.in my heart four years 

ago I said, 'Lord, if you don't heal 
Erynne, I want you to take her.' I wasn't 
willing to face the painful road that was 
looming in front of me. The easy way out 
of my pain was to tell God to take her if 
he wasn't going to heal her. What God 
did instead was to change me. I love her 
as she is, and I'm thrilled with the 
progress she's made and what she can do 
now. But I'm not content to leave her 
there. 

"And as I've thought about that, I re
alize that's how God views you and me. 
He loves us as we are. And he's delight
ed in our progress with him. But he is 
not content to leave us there. He is al
ways at work in us and around us, stimu
lating our growth because it is for our 
good." ' 

Diane spoke honestly and beautifully 
about the easy and comfortable life she 
always expected she would have, a life 
that didn't allow room for pain, suffering 
or disappointment. It's a world that most 
of us believe we're entitled to. Under
standably, we want to keep pain and suf
fering at a distance in our lives. We live 
in a society that is uncomfortable with 
pain, suffering, crises and illness. We 
find ourselves looking for ways around 
the pain — anything to avoid going 
through it. 

And yet it is often in these most 
painful moments - a diagnosis of can
cer, the sudden death of a loved one, a 
car accident, an addiction, a parent's ill
ness, or a child's disability — that we have 
the opportunity to meet Jesus, heart to 
heart. 

It doesn't happen immediately, but 

family 
matters 

BY EILKKN MARX 

when we look back at our life's darkest 
moments, we understand that those are 
the times that we've grown in the mos,t 
profound ways. During these times when 
God has our undivided attention, we're 
given opportunities to redefine our pri
orities and allow God to change us. 

As Diane said, "My circumstances 
were telling me that God had given me a 
raw deal. But what God has taught me is 
to look past my circumstances to his 
heart and to see Erynne as his gift to me 
and to know that all his gifts are for our 
provision whether we recognize them as 
good at first or not." 

While Diane spoke, I thought of the 
responsibility we have as parents for 
teaching our children how to respond to 
the pain and suffering that come into 
our lives. This isn't easy to do because a 
parent's natural instinct is to shield a 
child from pain and hurt. It can be diffi
cult to teach our Jcids that pain and heart
break are just as much a part of life as 
happiness and joy. Certainly children 
don't need to believe that pain is some
thing pleasant. But perhaps our job is to 
show children that there are times when 
we can turn tears into joy and burdens 

into gifts. By reaching out to someone in 
pain, we're letting that person know that 
because we are there to help, God has 
not forgotten them. 

"Another thing that God is doing in 
my life," Diane said, "is he's changing me 
from being a Martha to a Mary. He's 
changing me from being a doer to one 
who delights in sitting at Jesus' feet. The 
perspective I've always had is that a day 
wasn't worth much unless I could get a 
lot done. If I couldn't look at my 'To Do' 
list and see my checks beside it, I felt 
frustrated. Well, because of Erynne's-
needs and because of all my family's 
needs, at the end of the day I think, well, 
I've had a shower, I've gotten dressed, 
I've gotten three meals on the table and 
usually the dishes are washed — not al
ways. And we've accomplished Erynne's 
therapy. And that's it. But I don't mind 
putting off my 'To Do' list anymore be
cause it will get done when it needs to 
get done. 

"Erynne's therapist has told us that 
the most critical part of her therapy is 
her walking because more than any oth
er activity it stimulates her vision, speech 
and sensitivity (to touch). Likewise, God 
opened my eyes to see that he wants to 
improve my vision, speech and sensitivi
ty through my daily walking with him. 
I'm seeing that tough circumstances are 
opportunities for personal growth; I 
have a message to encourage and speak 
to others in pain, and I have a keener sen
sitivity and awareness that my own weak
nesses don't have to impede my spiritu
al maturity." 

. . . 
Marx lives in LawrenceviUe, N.J., with her 

husband and two children. 

LIFE PLANS 
Ordinary Life: The Standard Whole Life 
Contract which provides permanent protec
tion, TAX-DEFERRED CASH VALUE. 
Minimum issue is $5,000 coverage. Ages 0-80. 
(1015) 
Yearly Renewable Term: Maximum protec
tion at LOWEST COST. Ideal for those who 
would like a lot of coverage and who want to 
save money. This plan has no cash value. 
Minimum issue is $10,000 coverage. Ages 15-
65. (6005/6006) 
Decreasing Term: Useful as a mortgage pro
tection plan since coverage decreases as the 
mortgage principal decreases. $5,000 mini
mum. Ages 0-55. (1316/1321/1326/1331) 
Twenty Payment Life: Ordinary Life payable 
for 20 years, providing protection, cash value, 
and dividends. Minimum $5,000 coverage or 
$150 annual premium. Ages 0-75. (1025) 
S-POL: Our Single Premium Ordinary Life is 
a cash value insurance plan you can purchase 
widi only ONE lump sum payment There are 
no future premiums necessary. It's permanent 
insurance you own for life. Almost die entire 
premium is available for cash or loan at the 
end of the first year. Your guaranteed cash 
value continues to increase each year even 
though you pay no more premiums. (0995) 
Jet 25: Juvenile Expanding Term to age 25 is 
perfect for children, providing LOWEST 
COST Fife insurance, guaranteed insurability, 
and eligibility for scholarship benefits. 
$10,000 coverage for only $20 per year for 
males, $19 per year for females. Ages 0-23. 
(1348) 

FAMILY MATTERS 
For more than 106 years, Polish Union of America has considered its members 
"family." And we treat diem like family, offering the security of life insurance, 
anuities, and IRAs — and providing the camaraderie of social activities. Members 
are also granted fraternal benefits, like the National Fraternal Scholarship 
Program and the Orphan Benefit for young members who become orphaned. 
PUA is always looking for ways to help your family — because family matters. 
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I WOULD LIKE INFORMATION ON: 
.Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA's) (2001/2901) 
.Single Premium Deferred Annuities (2900/2702) 
.Flexible Premium Deferred Annuities (2000) 
_Life Insurance 
_I am interested in the Single Premium offer for my 
grand children. (0995) 

_I am interested in the PUA's Alternate Plan for Final 
Expenses. (0995) 

Name _Telephc 

Address 

City. State. Zip. 

POLISH UNION OF AMERICA 
Fraternal Life Insurance and. Benefit Society — Founded 1890 

PUA — Strong Caring and Joining Hands to Touch Lives... 

RETIREMENT PLANS 
Transfer your CD or IRA 
or 40 IK to a guaranteed 
and safe High Yield PUA 

Annuity Account. 
High Yield • Current Rate 6.25% 

Guaranteed Rate — 4.5% 

Plan Options: 
• Single Premium Deferred Annuity 
- Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity 
• Individual Retirement Annuity (IRA) 
• IRA and Pension Rollovers 

ANNUITIES FROM THE PUA 
The Polish Union of America provides a portfo
lio of annuity contracts to assist you in meeting 
your long and short-term financial needs and 
objectives. Our Single Premium and Flexible 
Deferred Annuities enable you to utilize a por
tion of your assets to accumulate guaranteed 
retirement income benefits in a safe, tax-deferred 
earnings environment. The plans fully recognize 
that short-term 
financial needs 
may arise prior to 
retirement. 

(2900/2901/ 
2000/2001/2702) 


