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The home missions collection vote was

Blshops adopt youth communications plans

By Jerry Filteau
Catholic News Service

KANSAS CITY, Mo. —~ Meeting in
Kansas City June 19-21, the U.S. Catholic
bishops took action on youth ministry, ma-

jor liturgical texts, a pastoral communica-

tions plan, a new home missions collection
and restructuring their national confer-
ence.

They left the meeting one prayer short
of approving a new Sacramentary, the
book of some 3,000 prayers used at Mass.
In executive session they approved 159 of
the 160 remaining prayers.

Their inconclusive vote on the remain-
ing prayer will be decided in coming weeks
by a mail batlot of the 50 or 5o active Latin-
rite bishops who were not at the Kansas
City meeting. They have worked on the

new Sacramentary — their first in 25 years -
- — at every national meeting since 1992.

In other actions the bishops:

* Unanimously approved “Renewing the
Vision — A Framework for Catholic Youth
Ministry,” a statement on the goals and el-
ements of ministry among young people.

* Unanimously adopted a “Pastoral Plan
for Church Communications” setting key
goals and directions for church engage-
ment with today’s media. '

* Took their first concrete steps towards
restructuring the National Conference of
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Missouri Catholic school students (from left) Katie Bishop, Sarah Nagel and
Heather Stone ook at messages on a giant greeting card for'youth June 19 at
the bishops’ annual spring meeting. The bishops unanimously approved a state-

ment on ministry to young people.

Catholic Bishops and U.S. Catholic Con-
ference into a single conference. B
* Decided that in the future unified con-

. ference only bishops will be allowed to be

members of committees — ending a long

- tradition of some nonepiscopal members

serving on current USCC committees.

* Debated and voted — inconclusively —
on establishing a new Collection for the
Home Missions on the last Sunday of April

each year.

* Debated and voted — again inconclu-
sively — on acceptance of a compromise
text of a new English-language Lectionary
for the United States, the first in 25 years.

* Unanimously consented to the plan of
the Archdiocese of Hartford, Conn., to be-
gin the sainthood cause of Father Michael
McGivney, a 19th-century priest who
founded the nghts of Columbus.

inconclusive because it required a two-
thirds vote of all heads of dioceses and not
all of them were at the meeting. In accord
with long-standing conference procedure,
absent bishops eligible to vote will be
polled by mail and a final vote on the
home missions collection should be re-
leased before the end of July.

The compromise text of a new English-
language Lectionary was worked out this
spring by a joint working group of Vatican

- officials and three U.S. archbishops, after

a five-year impasse over Vatican objections
to inclusive language in the Lectionary the
U.S. bishops approved in 1992.

There was clear, widespread support for
an amendment, introduced by Archbishop
Rembert G. Weakland of Milwaukee and
modified by Archblshopjustm F. Rigali of
St. Louis, that told Rome the bishops re-
gard the compromise Lectionary only as
an interim text, in need of review and up-
dating within a few years.

Despite the addition of that amend-
ment, the vote was inconclusive. About 210
of the 260 active Latin-rite U.S. bishops
were at the meeting. Vatican rules for votes
on liturgical matters approval by at
least two-thirds of all such bishops in the
country, not just those at the meeting, so a
mail ballot will be taken to completk the

vote.

High Court permats federal remedial aid in prwate schools

By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court
June 23.overturned its own 1985 ruling
and said that tax-funded remedial educa-
tion programs may be held on the
grounds of religious schools.

In a 54 decision, the court reversed its
previous rulings that required tax-sup-
ported education pro, s to be con-
ducted off the site of parochial schools to
avoid excessive entanglement between re-
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ligion and the state. :

The ruling should have the effect of al-
lowing public school districts to put teach-
ers directly into religious schools for the
Title I remedial education programs for
poor children, allawing the districts to
save millions of dollars now spent on mo-
bile classrooms and other systems for
avoiding such “entanglement.”

“Our establishment clause law has * sxg
nificantly changed’ since we decided
Aguzlar, said the opinion, written by Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor and joined by
Chief Justice William Rehnquist, and Jus-
tices Antonin Scalia, Anthony Kennedy
and Clarence Thomas Jr.

The New York City Title I program that
was the subject of Agustini vs. Felton “does
not run afoul of the three primary criteria
we currently use to evaluate whether gov-
ernment aid has the effect of advancing
religion,” O’Connor wrote.

Agostini us. Felton arose as a rehearing
of a case the court decided in 1985,
Aguilar vs. Felton. In that 54 ruling, the
court concluded government became ex-
cessively entangled with religion when re-
medial education programs were operat-
ed in classrooms on the grounds of
religiously run schools.
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Because poor students who attend
parochial schools still are entitled to the
benefits of the Title I remedial programs,
public school districts turned to alterna-
tives such as using mobile classrooms
parked just outside the church-run schools
to bring the classes to students.

The opinion was hailed by the general
counsel for the U.S. Catholic Conference
as an important shift in the court’s ap-

-proach to considering church-state sepa-
ration questions. '

Mark Chopko, who submmed a friend-
of-the-court brief for the USCC urging the
court to overturn Aguilar, said the ruling
represents a healthy change for the court.

Chopko said Aguilar and other cases
put obstacles between interaction of gov-
-ernment and religious institutions based
on presumptions of how such activities
would be interpreted, rather than upon
facts, such as how New York City teachers
actually interacted with parochial school
students in the Title T program prior to
1985.

In wntmg for the majority, O Connor

said in cases decided since Aguilar, the
court has shifted its presumption to ex-
pect teachers will not act in ways that are
inappropriate for state-paid employees
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when they work at religious schools.
Joining the New York Board of Educa-

" tion in urging the Supreme Court to re-

verse its Aguilar ruling, the U.S. Education
Department argued that the hundreds of
millions of dollars spent by the New York
schools alone to meet the requirements of
the Aguilar rulmg could be better spent to
make Title I services available to more stu-
dents.

Several of the groups with an interest in
the outcome of Agostini, including the US.
Catholic Conference, said in friend-of-the-
court briefs that the case presented the
court with the opportunity to overturn yet
another church-state separation case,
1971's Lémon vs. Kurtzman.

The Lemon ruling established a three-
pronged test of whether a law inappropri-
ately confers a special benefit on religion.
Under Lemon, laws are weighed as to
whether they have a secular purpose, nei-
ther advance nor inhibit religion, or foster
excessive entanglement between church
and state.

The Agostini ruling did not throw out or
chip away at Lemon, but Chopko said the
interpretation of Lemon that O’Connor
applied changed the emphasis of how its
three-prongcd test is used.
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