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DIOCESAN NEWS

Sister Binsack leaves director’s post
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For e pest exght vezrs Sisier Bmsack
mzs semved 28 Geocesan direcior of faith
perimens of Evengelzanon and Catech
esit and the Department of Catholic
Schooi. She was also duecior of religious

ecuczton from 1421 10 1959 and tempo-

ran superurendens of schooks during the
195192 schooi vear.

Alhough Sisier Binsack is jooking for-
ward 10 ber new role with the Sisters of
Mercs. she said she will miss working at
the Pasioral Center.

*I love the posinon. and | love the peo-
ple | work with. Yes. 1t is hard 10 leave
something vou 've enyoved for so long,”
Sisier Binsack commeried.

Al the same ume. Sisier Binsack said
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At a reception in her honor June 18, Sister Mary Ann Binsack (right) receives
best wishes from Mary Louise Kime, principal of Holy Trinity School, Webster.

her job has “had #s ups and downs.” She
oversaw the creanon of a diocesan-con-

mobed schoo! svsiem during a period in |

winch several schools were dosed or con-
sobdated. ~

“The vision of having a Catholic school
svstern was very forward. We were really
trving to ensure the future of Catholic
schools in this diocese,” Sister Binsack
said. “I think the down part was convinc-
ing people that the dosing of school
buildings did not mean the end of
Catholic schools.”

Sister Binsack’s diocesan position will

- -not be immediately filled. Her duties will

be divided between Maribeth Mancini,
diocesan director of evangelization and
catechesis, and Timothy Dwyer, superin-
tendent of Catholic schools.

Mancini will serve as the chief haison
for all areas of faith development ministry
except schools. She said that her largest
added responsibility will be to coordinate
Symod goal No. 1 — lifelong faith forma-
uon. She will work with St. Bernard’s In-
siuie in loping and continuing pro-
grams to address the

Meanwhile, Dwver will represent Faith
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Development Ministry on the diocesan
Stewardship Council. Dwyer added that
although his duties as schools superin-
tendent won't change, “I would like to be
more visible to youth ministry and reli-
gious education — things going on in
Maribeth’s departiment.”
~ Mancini and Dwyer said that Sister Bin-
sack’s position will remain unfilled pend-
ing results of the strategic planning
process. Over the next 12 months, dioce-
san officials will reassess Pastoral Center
staffing and its relation to strategic plan-
ning at the parish level.

“There’s been no discussion of elimi-
nating the position completely. Every-
body's keeping an open mind,” Dwyer

Both Mancini and Dwyer spoke highly
of Sister Binsack, their outgoing supervi-
SOr.

“She’s been a great leader. She’s been

a mentor and a very empowering person,”
Mancini commented.

“She has been a close friend as well as
a boss,” Dwyer stated. “She’s been -
tremendously attentive to detail, which
has been a help to all of us.”
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