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Letters Policy 
The Catholic Courier wishes to pro­

vide space for readers throughout the 
diocese to express opinions on all sides of 
the issues. We welcome original, signed 
letters about current issues affecting 
church life. 

Although we cannot publish every let­
ter we receive, we seek, insofar as possi­
ble, to provide a balanced representation 
of expressed opinions and a variety of re­
flections on life in the church. We will 
choose letters for publication based on 
likely reader interest, timeliness and a 
sense of fair play. Our discerning readers 
may determine whether to agree or dis­
agree with die letter writers' opinions. 

Letters must not exceed 500 words. 
Anonymous letters and die use of pseu­
donyms are unacceptable. We reserve the 
right to edit letters for legal and other 
concerns. WiuS respect to errors in sub­
mitted text, we will correct spelling only. 

Mail letters to; Catholic Courier, P.O. 
Box24379,-Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Please 
include your full name, phone number 
and complete address for purposes of ver­
ification. . 

Glacl that 
Miller still 
volunteers 
To the editors: 

We are very pleased that you gave high 
recognition to one of our local humani­
tarians^ Miss Dorothy Miller (Catholic 
Courier, May 8: "Retiree 'recycles' more 
than $76,000 formissions"). 

We lost contact with Dorothy since we 
moved to the Keuka Lake area, so we are 
glad to note she is still volunteering to 
help the less fortunate and the missions. 
There were a few early activities that were 
not ment ioned in your article. Starting in 
the late 50s, Dorothy was available at any 
hour to set u p an emergency prayer line 
o r a Mass. She took older people to a 
weekly holy hour at the Holy Angels ' 

Chapel, and she ran a dollar-a-month club 
for the Holy Angels' Conven t Every nick­
el was accounted for in a wri t ten state­
m e n t While working at Kodak Park, these 
activities and those that you ment ioned 
were accomplished at night, weekends 

File photo 

and o n vacation days. We again are 
pleased that Dorothy is still doing the vol­
unteering that she loves doing. 

Paul and Anne Mutter 
West Lake Road 

Penn Yan 

Failure to explain led to loss of faith 
To the editors: 

Sister Patricia Schoelles' May 15 column 
which asked, "How could Vatican II shake 
faith?" was informative but, I think, missed 
the mark. The inspiration for her column 
came from a conversation she had with a 
woman who said that he r sister had left 
die Cauiolic Church because, " 'die very 
core of her faidi' had been shaken because 
of all die changes brought about dirough 
die council." 

Before Vatican II it was very difficult — 
and for some impossible— to differentiate 
be tween the core of their faith and the 
practice of their faith because die practice 
was stressed at Sunday Mass at least as 
much as die core of our faith. Congrega­
t ions were regularly sermonized on the 
rules of die Cauiolic Church: weekly Mass, 
direct confession, fasting, Easter duty and 
of course, abstention from meat on Fri­
days. Scripture was not ignored but week 
after week die congregation had to con­
front guilt and concern about following 
the rules. 

After Vatican II, pronouncements start­
ed to come to die faitiiful from die pulpit 
announcing changes— but widiout expla­
nat ion. Noth ing more was heard about 
Easter duty and we were told diat abstain­
ing from meat on Fridays was no longer re­
quired. Dur ing this transit ion a friend 
asked me what was going to happen Fri­
days. Lines of people at confessionals on 
Saturdays became a tiling of the past. 

Clearly, die laity was confused and, in 
retrospect I think that die clergy were too. 
Many Catholics s topped coming to 
church. I was concerned and asked one of 
the priests in die parish where I dien wor­
shipped, to explain the changes that re­
sulted from Vatican II to our congrega­
tion. H e d iought for a momen t and 
replied that there were odier, more seri­
ous things that he needed to preach about 

in the short time allotted for a sermon. It 
became easier and easier to find a seat at 
Sunday Mass. 

T h e church initiated major changes in 
the way we were to practice our faith. We 
can now say that they were changes more 
in form than in substance and in me thod 
more dian faith. This was not clear 25 and 
30 years ago, we were confused. T h e 
Church had failed to develop an effective 

plan to introduce and explain the changes 
to the people. I cannot disassociate that 
failure, the decline in church membership, 
decline in vocations, and the closing of 
Cadiolic schools that followed. 

Many people left the Church; but they 
didn ' t lose their faith. They had lost faith 
in their Church. 

Richard B. Blankfield 
Nichols Street, Spencerport 

Teacher knows U.S. battles 
To the editors: 

As a retired teacher and long time ac­
quaintance of Fathers Nor ton and Rein-
hardt I found your article (CatholicCouri­
er, May 15, "Priests recall solemn history 
at Civil War sites") on some of our local 
clergy's fascination widi Civil War ba tde 
sites both interesting and informative. 

But it was one of Fadier Downs' obser­
vations that nudged me to write. Father 
commented that the Civil War was un­
usual in Amer ican history because our 
countrymen fought each other. True, it 
was unusual , bu t it was not unique . Al­
most a century earlier, from 1775 to 1781, 
Americans fought their first civil war. 
Most of us think of die American Revo­
lution as a fight between Americans and 
British, but it was, in fact, also a civil war, 
with Americans fighting Americans. Al­
most a quarter of die troops facing Wash­
ington's army were Americans, officers 
and men of regiments such as the Royal 
Regiment of New York, Butler's Greens, 
T h e New York Volunteers, and T h e Ro­
man Catholic Volunteers. 

Upstate New York has many connec­
tions with tiiese Loyalist soldiers. It was 
the setting for some of the bitterest fra­
ternal conflict of the war. Loyalist 

refugees from die Mohawk Valley, and 
dieir Mohawk and Seneca allies based at 
Fort Niagara ra ided the frontier settle­
ments of New York and Pennsylvania 
which suppl ied food to Washington 's 
army. T h e Sullivan expedi t ion sent by 
Washington to pu t a s top to die raids 
fought the Loyalists and Indians near pre­
sent-day Elmira and later burned a Seneca 
town near m o d e r n Canandaigua. 

It is an interesting fact that one of diese 
Loyalist regiments was composed mostly 
of Scottish Catholics who had been dri­
ven out of die Mohawk Valley because of 
their religion and their loyalism. Thei r 
parish p r ies t Father J o h n McKenna, went 
with t hem and became the first Cauiolic 
Chaplain in the British army since die re­
formation. 

I was reminded of tiiis neglected bit of 
history last summer while at tending the 
Shaw Festival's presentat ion of "The Dev­
il's Disciple." Niagara-on-t i^Lake, a town 
settled by Loyalist v e t e r a n f ^ r o m New 
York and the site of their burial ground, 
seemed an ironic setting for ae l ay about 
American victories in revolutionary New 
York. ' / " -

John J. Dealy 
Laurelton Road, Rochester 

Reader fears Catholic leaders forgot basic morality 
To the editors: 

At a t ime when the Diocese of 
Rochester is struggling through two sep­
arate sex scandals with priests, St. 
Bernard 's Institute brings the controver­
sial Bishop Thomas Gumbleton to town. 
Featured on the cover of Catholic World-
Report (Jan. 1997), Bishop Gumbleton is 
seen wearing a pink gay pr ide triangle di­
rectly over the Cross on his miter. He and 
Bishop Clark recendy led die controver­
sial New Ways Ministry Conference on gay 
and lesbian issues in Pittsburgh (see edi­
tors' note below). This ministry is under 
investigation by the Vatican (Catholic 
Courier, Nov. 7, 1996). 

In Pittsburgh, Bishop Gumbleton, in­
credibly, told the audience: "I hope that 
within our church every gay person, every 

lesbian person, every bisexual person or 
trans'gendered person will 'come out, ' be­
cause that is how our church will truly 
change. I would say this especially to bish­
ops and priests within our church." 
(Catholic Courier, March 20). 

Wha t in the world is a b ishop do ing 
telling odier bishops and priests to pub­
licly announce diey are not simply homo-
sexually orientated, but gay?! What ever 
happened to bishop's and priest's vows of 
celibacy?! Has Bishop Gumbleton forgot­
ten that only heterosexual activity be­
tween a marr ied husband and wife is al­
lowed by our church? Has he forgotten 
the official Catechism of the Catholic 
Church which clearly states: "Under n o 
circumstances can homosexual acts be ap­
proved."? 

To actually have holy men of God pub­
licly boast and not repent of any homo­
sexual acts, would cause scandals beyond 
belief?! It's t ime St. Bernard ' s Insti tute 
starts giving talks on basic sexual morali­
ty and remind Cadiolics that sodomy is 
not a virtue! Bishop Gumbleton 's radical 
Gay Theology is certainly not needed in 
our diocese! 

Mary Melfi 
Cl inrwood Cour t 

Roches ter 
EDITORS'NOTE: Our Nov. 17, 1996, 

story noted that the founders of New Ways are 
under investigation, not the ministry itself. 
The founders are, in fact, no longer affiliated 
with the ministry. In addition, Bishops Gum­
bleton and Clark only spoke at the New Ways 
conference; they did not lead it. 
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