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COLUMNISTS 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Great things happen from small beginnings 
Sunday 's Readings : (R3) Mark 4:26-

34. (Rl) Ezekiel 17:22-24. (R2) 2 Corinthi
ans 5:6-10. 

Jesus said to the crowd: "This is how it 
is with the reign of God. A man scatters 
seed on the ground." 

I think we'd call that very inefficient 
farming. A lot of good seed would be lost 
if we simply scattered seed u p o n the 
ground, but Jesus was not giving us a les
son on agricul ture. He was telling us 
about the kingdom of God. And he was 
saving that the tiniest of seeds can pro
duce an enormous harvest. 

About 145 years ago J e a n Henr i 
Dunant woke up in his beloved Switzer
land. He heard a big commotion down in 
the streets. He dressed and went down 
to see what was going on. He heard that 
war had started in Italy. So he packed up 
a few things and set out for Italy; he 
wanted to see for himself just what was 
going on. 

Henri arrived in Italy where he saw sol
diers fighting near the town of Cas-
tiglione. Everyone seemed to be shoot
ing at everyone else. He watched men hit 
by bullets, give horrible cries and fall to 
the ground. Henri had never seen any
thing like that before. He felt he had to 
do something. So at dusk he went to the 
nearby town to ask people, the ordinary 
citizens, to go to the battlefield with him. 
They did and they spent the night there 
giving as much aid as they could to the 
wounded men. 

W h e n Henr i r e tu rned h o m e , he 

a word 
for 

Sunday 

couldn't forget what he had seen. He de
scribed the hor ror of ba tde and men be
ing shot. He also suggested that every 
country should have a relief society to ad
minister emergency service to wounded 
soldiers. 

Five years later such a rescue society 
was organized in Geneva, Switzerland in 
1864. It was called the Red Cross. Other 
countries soon jo ined. Everyone forgot 
all about Henr i until an article appeared 
in a newspaper in 1895. In 1901 Henr i 
was given the very first Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

Whoever would have thought that 
something as seemingly insignificant as 
watching a batde would br ing about so 
much good? Henr i ' s seed germinated 
and helped millions of people all over 
die world. That 's the way the kingdom 
works — from tiny seeds great harvests; 
from small acorns great oaks. 

A second lesson is that growth is oc
curr ing even when it is not evident to us. 
"The soil p roduces of itself first the 

blade, then the ear, Finally die ripe wheat 
in the ear." What causes seeds to sprout 
is still a mystery to us. Scientists have not 
been able to create a synthetic seed and 
make it grow. Growth is a mystery. 

O u r task is to plant seeds. St. Paul said, 
"I planted, Apollos watered, bu t G o d 
caused the growth" (1 Cor 3:6). Often we 
lose patience and wonder what die use is. 
We don ' t see anything coming from our 
efforts and we tend to give up . But jus t 
when we are ready to give u p God caus
es some of the seed to sprout. 

O n e step won't take you very far; 
You've got to keep on walking; 
O n e word won't tell folks who you are; 
You've got to keep on talking; 
O n e inch won't make you very tall; 
You've got to keep on growing; 
O n e deed won't do it all; 
You've got to keep on going. 
T h e upshot of all this is tha t grea t 

diings happen from small beginnings. Je
sus likened the reign of God to a mus
tard seed, the smallest of all seeds; bu t 
from it grows the largest of all shrubs 
with branches big enough for die birds 
of die sky to build their nests in. 

I bet you don | t recognize the name Ri
ta Rizzo. Rita had a rough ch i ldhood 
spent mostly in poverty. As a young girl 
she dec ided to b e c o m e a nun . Jus t 16 
years ago, she felt God was calling her in
to television ministry. She didn ' t know a 
darn diing about television except how 
to tu rn it on . She prayed and prayed, 
then decided to go ahead. With only 

$200 in her pocket and a handful of oth
er sisters, she launched into the un
known — the television industry. Today 
this sister is seen by millions of people 
on her twice-weekly p rogram, "Mother 
Angelica Live." A n d she touches the 
hear ts of millions. She started with al
most nothing. 

All God asks is that we sow t h e seed. 
H e makes it grow. 

• • • 
Father Shamon is administrator of St. 

Isaac Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, J u n e 16 

2 Corinthians 6:1-10; 
Matthew 5:38-42 
Tuesday, J u n e 17 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 
Matthew 5:4348 

Wednesday, J u n e 18 
2 Corindiians 9:6-11; 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday, J u n e 19 

2 Corinthians 11:1-11; 
Matthew 6:7-15 

Friday, J u n e 20 
2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30; 

Mattihew 6:19-23 
Saturday, J u n e 21 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10; 
Matthew 6:24-34 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL
ING FROM a faith perspective. 
Marriage/lndiv. Martin Lynch 
716-232-4675. 

Business 
Opportunities 

NEW TO AREA Established 
linen party plan looking for 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
demonstrators/managers. 
Aggressive compensation. No 
delivery/collection. Free cata
logs/supplies. Monthly cash 
bonus. Mary 800-536-2457. 

Miscellaneous 

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Call Joe at DUames Tunes. 
716-473-5411. 

Wanted to Buy Health & Exercise Masonry 

Furniture, Trunks, Docks, 
Sterling and China, Lumens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. 

ifflariljm's Sntiqurt 
716-647-2480 

Houses 
ANDY KANE REALTY 
Serving the diocese for 25 
years! Selling, buying, renting. 
716-482-3200. 

Rooms 

SLEEPING ROOM FOR rent to 
mature person. Irondequoit, 
near buses. Parking. House 
privileges. 716-544-9367. 

Appliance Repair 

What art 
these, 

medical 
charges for? 

We can help you to 
answer that 

question promptly 
and accurately! 

Medical Filing 
Service 

For help, call Norma at 

(716) 393-0343 

A' 
A M E R I C A N 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK! 

663-7360 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE, 
experienced, quality work, 
many satisfied customers. Call 
John 716-544-0593. 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small. We Ho (Aral All! 

473-6610/473-4357 
23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOT«9657 

BERNADDlCBAyBl&SON 
Matter Painters A j> 
Painting & Wallpapef^flPfft 
Wood Finishing and Gutters 
tAkimlnum Doors and Windows 

est. 1952 (716)381-0812 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467. 

ENGINEERS: OUR WELL 
established company is cur
rently screening professionals 
to fill the following positions: 
mechanical, electrical, environ
mental. Degree a must. Call 
914-298-3816. 

STAFF PERSON NEEDED for 
Bethany House, a Catholic 
worker community serving 
homeless women and children. 
Room, board, health insurance 
and a small stipend. Call Lois 
Amendola at 716-454-4197. 

We Make 
House 
Calls 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR. 
724 Winton Rd. N. 

716-482-6111 

H i c k s H o m e H e a t i n g 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Chimed & Operated 
424-4848 

Painting 
& Wallcovering , 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF 

OLDER HOMES 
Basement walk repaired, painted & 

waterproofed. Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

Small Jobs welcome. 
Senior Bbcoaat • Free EstJaatts. 
Certified • 20 Yean Experience 

AL MEYVIS, JR. 
323-2876 • 3924435 

ROOFING ft SMNG CO. 
Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, ST. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

Security Services 

TriTfcJT^ 
LrcamAnp Santa fcr tout«» J 

Lock* InttaM, Heoarad. fekeyed 
Safe Combo Changes 
EnMQancy 0panln9M 

tag*277-90J0 

i-t 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Instruction 
& Schools 

f* NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOB ALL YOUR ELECTTICAL HEEDS 

Serving Rochester S Sunoundng A/ees 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

^ " ' 716-4364290 ® l f 

SUMMER TUTORING: CERTI
FIED Elementary/special edu
cation teacher available for 
reading/math. 716-442-0024. 

1ST" 
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