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Try to answer the 'Monday question 
Over the years I have told you some of 

the questions our children most frequently 
ask me when I meet with them: 

What should I call you? 
How do you keep that little red hat on 

your head? 
Why do you carry that big stick? 
What kind of a car do you drive? 
How did you become a bishop? 
Do you like being a bishop? 
Did you ever meet the pope? 
What do you do all day? 
Many years ago, my eldest niece, Grace, 

who was then a very young girl, asked me 
that last question. After I had given her a 
fairly detailed and, I thought, age-appro­
priate response she said, "Oh, thanks. I 
thought you just sat in a chair and rocked 
all day." 

I thought of Grace's question again at 
our Junior High Youth Rally at Nazareth 
College last Saturday. As I was walking 
along with a young girl she said, "I know 
you do all kinds of things like this on 
weekends. But what will you be doing on 
Monday?" 

I thought it was an interesting question 
because it indicated that this young per­
son intuited that there is more to the min­
istry of a bishop than participation in pub­
lic functions. 

We both knew that there was not much 
time available for us to talk about her 
question at any length. Given that fact, I 
responded that on most Mondays I spend 
a good deal of time at my office at our 
Pastoral Center on Buffalo Road, and, 
that on many Monday evenings I am out 
for a meeting, a Confirmation or some 
other public event. 

My young friend seemed content with 
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the response. If she had thought previous-
Jy that I sat in a chair and rocked all day, 
she didn't say so. 

Her question touched an issue to which 
I give attention, as I am sure you do, in an 
ongoing way. That is the issue of how to 
use our time and energy in the best possi­
ble way. That question can take many 
shapes and forms depending on the cir­
cumstances of our lives. And it can change 
for each of us over the course of years. 

How can we make a generous, honest 
effort to meet our responsibilities — to 

job, family, community, parish — and still 
recognize and honor reasonably our own 
legitimate physical and spiritual needs? 

What changes should people consider 
making because they have a new baby or 
because their wives now work to help 
make ends meet or because their dads 
need some added care or because their 
jobs are no longer secure or because we 
are not as young as we used to be? 

How do we make such shifts and still 
preserve or even deepen the values, rela­
tionships and customs that bring good 
nourishment to us? What are the implica­
tions of the choices we may need to make 
in order to respond to the changing cir­
cumstances of our lives? 

"What will you be doing on Monday?" is 
not a bad question, if it puts us in touch 
with the freedom and responsibility we 
have to live constructive, realistic, loving 
lives for all the years God gives us on this 
earth. 

Because we change continually through 
the years - because everything around us 
does, too - we know we need continually 
to say V s " to life. Otherwise we stop 
growing and miss life's joy and vitality. 

Had I had more time with my young 
friend, I could have told her more about 
my Mondays. For example I might have 
told her that almost every Monday at 
noon I meet with Father John Mulligan. 
He directs the day-to-day operations of 
our Pastoral Center, and so I meet with 
him to review the flow of our work. 

While no two meetings are exactly alike, 
it is fair to say that at each of our sessions 
we review current initiatives, deal with 
questions that may have come up since 
our last meeting and do some, planning 
for the future 

I might have told her that I spend time 
on most Mondays go|ng through the week­
ly mailing from the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops and writing "Along 
the Way." 

And I might have added that when I 
have no outside evening obligations on 
Monday or have responsibilities close to 
home, I enjoy our Monday evening pasta 
suppers with the priests of Sacred Heart 
Cathedral where I live. 

The Monday question is not always an 
easy one. But it is important. It is good 
when we can help one another as we deal 
with it. 

Peace to all. 

NOW RENTING 
Apartments for 

Independent Seniors 
Featuring I & 2 Bedroom Apartments 

with Priority Access to Adjoining 
Health Care 

SHRINES 8c STATUES 
Many statues in stock including The Blessed Mother, 
Christ, Sacred Heart, St. Jude, St. Francis, St. Joseph, 
St. Anthony and Infant of Prague. (Statues of other 
saints may be special ordered ) 

Memorial Day 
HILLTOP MARKET 
1506 EMPIRE BLVD. 
WEBSTER, NY 14580 (716) 671-1967 
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^ • ^ ^ V ^ N ^ J ' ^ EPISCOPAL CHURCH HOME 

535 MOUNT HOPE AVENUE • ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 

Call 716 232-3130 

Welcome Home 

MORE THAN SENIOR LIVING 
On site: 

1600 
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E A S T A V E N U E 

Rochester, New York 14610 • 716-2444350 

Hl'RRY! More in by 
Jil.Y 1st and receive 

one of the following gifts: 
Dinner lor four at Richardson's ( anal 
House or The ( reseent Bench Hole! 

Season Tickets to UY.\ A Theater 

A l1)" television with remote 

A .uencrous j>ift to the charity 
of vour choice 

'CaringStaff 
• Elegant Surroundings • Door Person 
• Club levelwith • Transportation, Dining 

library, Restaurant & Housekeeping 
& Activity Rooms Available 

• Activity & Social • ' No Entrance Fee 
Calendar or Deposit 

AlaCarteorABlndusivePrkh^.. You Decide! 
From $770-$1940 £ 
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