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Story by Mike Latona 

O n the surface, adopted children 
don' t appear to be different than 
anyone else. They walk, talk and 

act the same as their schoolmates, and • 
they simply refer to their adoptive 
parents as "Mom" and "Dad." 

Yet adopted children experience many 
situations and feelings with which most 
of us are not familiar. Teens interviewed 
for this story described emotions 
ranging from anger to happiness, from 
curiosity to indifference as they spoke 
about the circumstances surrounding 
their adoptions. 

These diverse feelings, they explained, 
stem from knowing they were detached 
from their natural families — but not ful­
ly unders tanding why. 

Amanda Mathis has been reminded of 
her status as an adopted child dur ing 
discussions in school about family 
histories. Amanda, 17, who was adopted 
shordy after her first birthday, explained 
that she knows little about her natural 
family's heritage. 

In addition, when she has filled out 
college applications, "they ask for my 
family's medical history and I have to 
put 'unknown, '" said Amanda, a 
parishioner at St. Paul's Church in 
Webster. 

Curiosity has led Kristen Terkoski to 
consider tracking down her biological 
parents. Kristen, 20, from the St. Antho-
ny's/St . Patrick's Cluster in Elmira, was 
adopted as an infant. However, she said 
she suppressed the desire to explore her 
family background until recently. 

"I wouldn't have beenVeady for die 
emotional stuff— like what if my mother 
didn' t want me anymore, or if other fam­
ily members didn' t like me or may not 
have known that she had another 
(child)," Kristen said. 

Carmen Zinn, who was also adopted 
dur ing infancy, possesses scant 
information about her biological family. 

"I could be face to face with my real 
m o m and not even know it," remarked 
Carmen, 16, a parishioner at St. Mary's 
Church in Elmira and a j un io r at Elmira 
Notre Dame High School. 

Unlike Kristen, however, Carmen has 
no desire to pursue details about he r 
biological parents — even though her 
adoptive parents have offered to provide 
her with information. 

"I don ' t really care to know. I'm not a 
part of their lives," Carmen said of her 
birth parents. 

Carmen said that the reality of having 
been adopted is sometimes painful. 

"Sometimes I wonder why I was given 
u p for adopt ion and what the family situ­
ation was," Carmen said. "When I was a 
little kid, I used to think my (biological) 
parents didn ' t want me." 

Amanda has felt similar hard feelings. 
She explained that her biological 
parents had children pr ior to he r own 
birth — yet they felt they couldn't take 
care of her. 

"I've wondered, why was it me they 
gave up? Why didn ' t feel they could 
keep me?" Amanda said. 

These days, A m a n d a feels it would d o 
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Carmen Zinn with her adoptive parents William anc 

GENERAL PROPERTY 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Miscellaneous 

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed­
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Call Joe at DiJames Tunes. 
716-473-5411. 

Houses 

ANDY KANE REALTY 
Serving the diocese for 25 
years! Selling, buying, renting. 
716-482-3200. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER 

Convenient Downtown Location. 

. Walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 
Studios $299; One bedroom $359 

All utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 
Monthly Mass Services 

475 East Broad St • 716-54&-3650 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 
SERVICES 

EARN MONEY READING, 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467. 

ENGINEERS: OUR WELL 
established company is cyr-
rently screening professionals 
to fill the following positions: 
mechanical, electrical, environ­
mental. Degree a must. Call 
914-298-3816. 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 

- Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason­
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to Buy 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house­
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. , 

716-647-2480 

A i r ; NOLAN 
f * t ELECTRIC 

FOR A L L YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas 
Licensed & Fully Insured 

^~ 716-436-8290 S S g 

Call 716-3284340 to 
advertise in 1he 

£ Courier classified* 

SERVICES 

Health & Exercise 

Wkatarb 
those, 

m&dical 
ckarqetfDr? 

We can help you t o 
answer tha t 

quest ion prompt ly 
and accurately! 

Medical Filing 
Service 

For help, call Norma at 
(716) 393-0343 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks H o m e H e a t i n g 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
- Sales - Service - Installation 
' Family Owned cV Operated 

424-4848 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. . 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Mewis. Sr. 

££** 
Masonry 

ft* 

A 865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Bigor Small, We do than AIL' 
473-6610/47^4357 

23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOT#9657 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE, 
experienced, quality work, 
many satisfied customers. Call 
John 716-544-0593; 

PAINTING: QUALITY PREP 
work, attention to detail. Free 
estimates, senior disc. Call 
John 716-482-8292. 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BBJNARD K. BAYB? & SON 
Master Painters 
Painting & WallpaperJ 
Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

est 1952 (716)381-0812 

SPECIALIZING 
IN REPAIRS OF 
OLDER HOMES 

Basement walls repaired, painted & 
waterproofed Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

SmaBjobs welcome. 
Senior Diieount • Free Estimate*. 
CotiSed -20 Yean Experience 

Al MIYVIS, JR. 
323-2876 • 3924435 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SIDING CO. 

Established 1912 
George R. Bowman, Sr. 

• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

Security Services 

t 10% 0(1 
Savin 
Califi 
His ad 

LOCKSMITH 
La*m**v SmUm fcr mm Am t 
Bumwm-fit Emram-Bm Prim 
Locks Instated, Repaired, Rekeyed 
Sifi Combo Changes 
Dnvgrncy Opining*! 

A-1M0BIEMAN 
Pager 277-9000 

To advertise in the Courier classifieds fill ait the 
coupon and mail to- Catholic Courier, 
PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 
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