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COLUMNISTS 
C A T H O L I C C O U R I E R D I O C E S E O F R O C H E S T E R , N.Y. 

Father Hesburgh merits praise 
One of the greatest figures in the his­

tory of U.S. Catholicism turns 80 on May 
25. Theodore M. Hesburgh, priest of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross (CSC), was 
for 35 years president of the University of 
Notre Dame. He "retired" in 1987. 

The word retired is in quotation marks 
because Father Hesburgh has remained 
as active as ever during these past 10 
vears. Upon returning from a year-long 
sabbatical, he completed an autobiogra­
phy, God, Country, Notre Dame (Double-
day, 1990), that reached 11th place on 
The New York Times best-seller list for non-
fiction, and edited an important collec­
tion of essays on Cathol higher educa-

' tion, The Challenge at ^omise of a 
Catholic University (University of Notre 
Dame Press, 1994). 

On the national scene, he co-chaired 
the influential Knight Commission on 
Intercollegiate Athletics, 90 percent of 
whose proposals for reform have been 
adopted by die National Collegiate Ath­
letic Association (NCAA). 

At Notre Dame itself, he oversaw the 
development of several institutes and 
centers that he was instrumental in 
founding, principally die Kroc Institute 
for International Peace Studies and the 
Kellogg Institute for International Stud­
ies. He chairs die advisory committees 
for both institutes, which are housed in 
the Hesburgh Center for International 
Studies. 

Most remarkably, however, he was 
elected to the Board of Overseers at Har-

essays in 
theology 

vard University and, from 1994 to 1996, 
served as, its chair. Only someone with 
no idea of the bitter enmity that existed 
for so many years between "that place 
across the Charles (River)" and the 
Cadiolic Church could fail to appreciate 
the historic significance of a Catholic 
priest's not only being invited to occupy 
a seat on Harvard's Board of Overseers, 
but to serve two terms as its chair as well. 

In 1967 he transferred control of 
Notre Dame from the founding religious 
community, the Congregation of Holy 
Cross, to a predominantly lay board of 
trustees, and in 1972 he took a second 
pioneering step by admitting women for 
die first time to die undergraduate pro­
gram. He has always regarded these two 
initiatives as die most important achieve­
ments of his presidency. 

Theodore Hesburgh's stature in the 
world community is linked widi his tire-
less efforts over die years on behalf of 
peace and social justice. He served four 
popes in a variety of capacities, includ­

ing as permanent Vatican representative 
to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Vienna from 1956 to 1970, 
and as a member of the Holy See's Unit­
ed Nations delegation. In 1983 Pope 
John Paul II appointed him to the Pon­
tifical Council for Culture. 

His national stature is reflected in Ms 
15 U.S. presidential appointments in 
such areas as die peaceful use of atomic 
energy, Third World development, im­
migration and civil rights. He chaired 
the Select Commission on Immigration 
and Refugee Policy from 1979 to 1981, 
and chaired die U.S. Commission on Civ­
il Rights from 1969 to 1972. He had die 
honor of being the first major figure 
fired by President Richard Nixon before 
the beginning of his second, ill-fated 
term. Fadier Hesburgh had been critical 
of the Nixon Administration's civil 
rights record. 

But he was honored in another way 
in 1964 when he received the Medal of 
Freedom, the nation's highest civilian 
award. On the occasion of the 50th an­
niversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood in 1993, he was invited to 
the White House to receive President 
Bill Clinton's personal congratula­
tions. 

Fadier Hesburgh's stature as die most 
influential leader in Catholic higher ed­
ucation is rooted in decades of achieve­
ments. In 1967 he led a movement 
among chief academic officers of 
Catholic colleges and universities to se­

cure the institutional autonomy of 
Cadiolic institutions of higher learning 
and the academic freedom of their fac­
ulties, culminating in the historic Land 
O' Lakes statement. From 1963 to 1973 
he served as chair of the International 
Federation of Catholic Universities. The 
National Cadiolic Education Association 
recognized his contributions by bestow­
ing on him its prestigious Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Award. 

Not only is Father Hesburgh's name 
in die Guinness 

Book of Records for his 134 honorary 
degrees (and still counting), but there is 
even a star named after him in the heav­
enly firmament, in recognition of his 
many contributions to die advancement 
of science. 

The Faculty Senate of the University 
of Notre Dame recendy passed a resolu­
tion honoring Father Hesburgh on the 
occasion of his 80Ui birdiday for all that 
he has achieved on behalf of higher ed­
ucation, die church, die nation and the 
global community. 

One would like to think that, at long 
last, die Vatican and especially the bish­
ops of the United States might similarly 
honor Theodore M. Hesburgh, CSC, for 
what he is: one of the greatest figures, 
not only of U.S. Catholicism, but of the 
universal church. 

History will so record him, in any case. 
• • • 

Father McBrien is a professor of theology 
at the University of Notre Dame. 
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GENERAL 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

ST. BERNARD'S SCHOLAR­
SHIP Committee to honor six 
women June 3. For informa­
tion, call 716-381-2845 or 
716-654-8960. 

Cemetery Lots 

CEMETERY PLOT SERVICE 
• Full Roweibed Plantings 
• Grass FedSzation S Cuttings 
• Watering • Maintained Weekly 
• Starting at $150 per Season 

For more information, cafl 

William at 716-755-0583 

Lost and Found 

ROSARY FOUND: IN Strong 
Memorial parking garage in 
December. Call Shauna at 
716-436-2274. 

Miscellaneous 

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed­
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Call Joe at DUames Tunes. 
716-473-5411. 

Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext Y-1467. 

ENGINEERS: OUR WELL 
established company is cur­
rently screening professionals 
to fill the following positions: 
mechanical, electrical, environ­
mental. Degree a must Call 
914-298-3816. 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to Buy 

tflanlpn's antiques 
Top cash paid for old wood furni­
ture, clocks, glass and china, ster­
ling, crocks, quilts, etc. One item 
or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

PROPERTY 

Houses 
SHEILA WALSH REALTY INC. 
is a full-service company pro­
viding education and advice to 
buyers and sellers. 
716-442-3860. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR A G E 5 0 A N D OLDER 
Convenient Downtown Location. 

Wa* to shopping. On a orect busSne. 
Studios $299: One bedroom $359 

Afl unities included. Section 8 accepted. 
Monthly Has* Strvfct* 

475 East Broad St • 716-546-3650 

Rooms 

SLEEPING ROOM FOR rent to 
mature person. • Irondequoit, 
near buses. Parking. House 
privileges. 716-544-9367. 

Appliance Repair 

We Make 
House 
Calls 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR. 
724 Winton Rd. N. 

716-482-6111 

SERVICES 

Catering 

CHICKEN BBQs, FUNDRAIS­
ERS, graduations, weddings, 
etc. Full catering menu. 
716-638-5606. 

Child Care 

ATTN: MOMS & DADS Chili 
stay-at-home mom will care for 
your kids. PT/FT and week­
ends. 716-889-4499. 

WARM, LOVING, LICENSED 
non-smoker to provide child 
care. Experienced. Accepting 
all ages. Playmates, meals. 
Fairport. Call 716-377-7968. 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, piaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason­
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

f* NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR A L L YOUR E L E C T I K A L N E D S 

Serving Rochester iSunountng Anas 
Licensed & Fully Insured 

^ 716-436-8290 H i 

Y A E G E R 
ELECTRIC <£ 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Licensed Master-Serticians 

Trouble Shooting • Service Upgrade 
CortdW^-OxrirrwaaiMartenanc* 

(716)265-1866 • 147 Routl 104, Ontario 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Coll us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Saks • Service - Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 

424-4848 

SERVICES 

Health & Exercise 

mzdlccuL 
charge* for? 

We can help you to 
answer that 

question promptly 
and accurately! 

Medical Filing 
Service 

For help, call Norma at 

(716) 393-0343 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Masonry 

aft 
865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and" 
ddiverie*. 

0>r or SmaH Wt do Uum AIL' 
47S4610/473-4357 

» Arlington St Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOT#9657 

SERVICES 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE, 
experienced, quality work, 
many satisfied customers. Call 
John 716-544-0593. 

PAINTING: QUALITY PREP 
work, attention to detail. Free 
estimates, senior disc. Call 
John 716-482-8292. 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

MOFMGASMMNGCO. 
Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• SeeraJess Aluminum Gutters • 
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

SPECIALIZING 
IN REPAIRS OF 
OLDER HOMES 

Basement walls repaired, painted & 
waterproofed. Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

Small jot* welcome. 
Sffiinf Dlacoupt * Fne Eatniaaei. 
CadSed'iOYcmEvakaee 

Security Services 

A-1 MOBILEMAN LOCK-
SMITHING Don't replace your 
locks; rekey them. Page 
716-277-9000. 

323-2876 • 392-4435 
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