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Hell, purgatory 
Continued from page 1 
Life, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger contended, 
"Purgatory is not, as Tertull ian thought , 
some kind of supra-worldly concentration 
camp where man is forced to undergo pun
ishment in a more or less arbitrary fash
ion. Rather is dt the inward necessary 
process of transformation in which a per
son becomes capable of Christ, capable of 
Cod and thus capable of unity with the 
whole communion of saints. ... Purgatory 
follows by an inner necessity from the idea 
of penance, the idea of the constant readi
ness for reform which marks the forgiven 
sinner." 

Father Hart used the image of an apple 
to help explain this process of reform. 

"An apple picked doesn't "become any 
larger, but it becomes riper," Father Hart 
noted. "We are what we are, we become ful-
lv what we are." . 

Father Hayes in Chicago speculated that 
that process takes place when we en
counter the divine at the moment of death. 

"It's a part of the dying process itself," he 
contended. "To the extent that we build up 
walls of resistance to God's love, as we die 
we have all these obstacles built up. We 
have to work through them." 

Such an-argument is a far cry from the 
popular notion that one must spend a 
lengthy period of time in purgatory. 

That notion, SBI's Father Hart pointed 
out, grew out of past penitential practices 
in die church. At one time, for example, a 
person might have been required to spend 
a certain period of time — sometimes years 
— in penance. If the person died before 
completing that period of penance, then 
that time could be undergone in purgato-
ry. 

But purgatory is die moment of facing 
God, a moment not subject to time as we 

know it, Cardinal Ratzinger argued. 
"The transforming 'moment' of this en

counter cannot be quantified by the mea
surements of earthly time," the cardinal 
wrote. "It is, indeed, not eternal but a tran
sition, and yet trying to qualify it as of 
'short' or 'long' duration on the basis of 
temporal measurements derived from 
physics would be naive and unproductive." 

Father Hart cited Jesus' parable of the 
wedding feast to help explain the nature of 
this encounter. 

When the initial guests refused to come, 
the king sent out servants to bring in all 
they encountered, Father Hart noted. 
Many of these guests would have arrived 
as they were, having been pulled in from 
the highways and byways, and were not 
likely to be properly dressed for a wedding. 
Thus the king and his servants likely took 
care of that need. 

"If we simply take the image of prepar
ing people for the banquet — bathing, per
fuming, dressing them in fresh garment, 
none of which is their own, that's a prop
er image for purgatory," Father Hart sug
gested. "As we leave this life, it is not to be 
as we are forever. We are to be completed, 
we are to be made whole. We are to be ful
ly vessels of God's love." 

Peter Kreeft, a professor of philosophy 
at Boston College, noted in his 1990 book, 
Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About 
Heaven... But Never Dreamed of Asking, that 
purgatory is about becoming complete. 

"The completion we need is internal, 
not external — not to do all the things in 
Purgatory that we should have done on 
earth, but to become the persons God 
longs for and in our heart of hearts we 
longed to become," Kreeft wrote. 

But allowing this process to take place 
requires our cooperation, Kreeft notes. 
Hell is for those who do not wish to pro
vide this cooperation. 

"Hell is God's greatest compliment to hu

man free will and responsibility," he stated. 
"Hell is not thrust upon us from with

out," Kreeft wrote. "Hell grows up from 
within, a spiritual cancer. It emerges from 
our freedom and eats away that freedom, 
just as cancer eats its host." 

The reality, Kreeft speculated, is that 
"the damned are in the same place as the 
saved ... But they hate it; it is their Hell. 
The saved love it, and it is their heaven." 

One of the keys to dictating whether we 
go to heaven or hell is die direction we set 
in our own lives, both Fathers Hayes and 
Hart noted. 

"The way we experience it is the way we 
have prepared ourselves by our lifestyle," 
Father Hayes remarked. 

In his book, Father Hayes observes that 
"Hell is the result of choosing to live for 
and by oneself alone. It is a deliberate 
choice to live in a manner contrary to our 
nature as created persons." 

"Hell is much more something we do to 
ourselves rather than something God does 
to us," Father Hayes observed in his inter
view with the Courier. "Heaven, would be 
the ultimate fulfillment of our desire for 
community and love. Hell is the opposite. 

"The act of turning away from God and 
love is an act of isolation," Father Hart not
ed in agreement. "If one leaves the world 
in an act of isolation, one becomes in death 
solely what one was in life." 

Thus, he contended, the discussions of 
hell in Scriptures come in the context of 
"threat discourses," which, in effect say 
that we should live in a certain way or suf
fer the consequences. 

"The purpose of Scriptures is not to give 
us details about the end, but to bring us to 

. a decision now," Father Hart said. 
"Hell and its eternity must be a real pos

sibility," Father Hart argued. "One who 
had truly made the choice of mortal sin, 
which is to say, to totally turn away from 
God, they can't he refused in this choice." 

Indeed, this guarantee of freedom of 
choice counters some of the arguments 
that an all-just, all-loving God simply could 
not allow hell to exist in the end, Kreeft 
noted. He cited C.S. Lewis' contention in 
The Problem of Pain that eternal happiness 
comes from surrender to God, but that the 
individual must choose to surrender. What 
happens when an individual refuses to 
make that surrender? If God ignored that 
refusal, then there is no true free will. 

"In fact," Kreeft argued, "the answer to 
the question 'If God is love how can there 
be Hell?' is that only because God is love can 
there be Hell! God's love created the high
est creatures, free creatures, creatures who 
were also creatures of their own desdnies, 
and some of them created Hell." 

The source of the pain of hell is that the 
refusal to accept God's love, Kreeft stated. 

"Though die, damned do not love God, 
God loves them, and this is their torture," 
he wrote. "The very fires of Hell are made 
of the love of God! Love received by one 
who only wants to hate and fight thwarts 
his deepest want is therefore torture." 

Father Hayes pointed out that the 
church avoids making any judgments 
about who has made such a choice. 

"Nowhere does the magisterium make 
the judgment that any particular person 
has died in this state (mortal sin) and that 
consequently he or she is condemned to 
hell," Father Hayes wrote in Visions of a Fu
ture. "The church has canonized individ
ual saints. But it has never judged that a 
particular individual is, in fact, in a state of 
eternal condemnation." 

"We don't know if anyone is in hell," Fa
ther Hart also acknowledged. "We can't 
make a judgment about anyone. 

"What I do know is die choices set out 
for me," he added. "The choices of life or 
death, to feed the hungry to deny them 
food, to give drink to the thirsty or not — 
that's up to me." 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

ST. BERNARD'S SCHOLAR
SHIP Committee to honor six 
women June 3. For informa
tion, call 716-381-2845 or 
716-654-8960. 

Card of Thanks 

THANK YOU ST JUDE for all 
your help. A friend. 

Miscellaneous 

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Call Joe at Dklames Tunes. 
716-473-5411. 

Help Wanted 

ENGINEERS: OUR WELL 
established company is cur
rently screening professionals 
to fill the following positions: 
mechanical, electrical, environ
mental. Degree a must. Call 
914-298-3816. 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to Buy 

PLEASE CALL US if you have 
any old/used Catholic books for 
sale. We buy individual books 
and entire libraries. Preserving 
Christian Publications. 
315-942-6338. 

itlanlpii'8 antiques 
Top cash paid for old wood furni-
rure, clocks, glass and china, ster
ling, crocks, quilts, etc. One item 
or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

PROPERTY "^q SERVICES 

Houses Child Care 

ANDY KANE REALTY Serving 
the diocese for 25 years! Selling, 
buying, renting. 716-482-3200. 

SHEILA WALSH REALTY INC. 
is a full-service company provid
ing education and advice to buy
ers and sellers. 716-442-3860. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MIDT0WN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER 
Convenient Downtown Location. 
Walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studios $299; One bedroom $359 
All utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Mass Services 
475 East Broad St • 716-546-3650 

ATTN: MOMS & DADS Chili 
stay-at-home mom will care for 
your kids. PT/FT and week
ends. 716-889-4499. 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

Houses 

CULVER/CLIFFORD AREA 
Nice double. Only $49K, 
income $13K. Fenced yard, 
separate utilities, plenty of 
room for parking. Call owner 
716-759-6420. 

W. NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

F O B A L L Y O U R ELECTMCAL N E H S 

Serving Rochester & Surroundng Areas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

^ 716-4364290 I P 

Help Wanted 

ADVERTISING... 
Supports the editorial mission of the Catholic 

Courier. Help the Courier expand and grow by join
ing our staff as an advertising account executive. 

The Courier seeks a motivated individual to present 
its advertising program to businesses and organiza
tions jn a western Monroe County territory. 

This full-time position offers an established territo
ry, competitive compensation, benefits and pleasant 
working conditions. Sales experience helpful but not 
required. Good communication and grammar skills 
essential. 

Send resume to: 
Advertising Director 
Catholic Courier 
PO Box 24379 
Rochester, NY 14624 
FAX: 716-328-8640 EOE 

SERVICES' 

Health & Exercise 

WhatcmUm 
Htedcal cluvtgei 

fa? 
We can help you 
to answer that 

question promptly 
and accurately! 

Medical 
Filing 

Service 
For help, call 

Norma at 
(716) 393-0343 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Oumed & Operated 

4 2 4 - 4 8 4 8 -

Home Improvement 
MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Masonry 

A 865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

M X MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

SERVICES 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small. We ito ihrm AIL' 

473-6610/473-4357 
23 .Arlington St. Rochester NY 1464)7 

NYDOT#9657 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE, 
experienced, quality work, 
many satisfied customers. Call 
John 716-544-0593. 

PAINTING: QUALITY PREP 
work, attention to detail. Free 
estimates, senior disc. Call 
John 716-482-8292. 

BBSMIIDK. BATCH & SON 
Master Painters 
Painting ft WallpaperJ 
Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and windows 

est 1952 (716)381-0812 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

S P E C I A L I Z I N G 
IN REPAIRS OF 
OLDER HOMES 

Basement walls repaired, painted & 
waterproofed. Interior/exterior 
painting, garages, porches, etc 

Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing. 

Small jobs welcome. 
Senior Discount • Ree Estimates. 
Catficd • 20YemExpaia>n 

Al M i l VIS JR. 
323-2876 • 3924435 

SERVICES 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SUNG CO. 

Established 1912 
George R. Bowman, Sr. 

• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
• Cutter Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

Security Services 

A-1 MOBILEMAN LOCK-
SMITHING Don't replace your 
locks; rekey them. Page 
716-277-9000. 

t 
i n Of 
Service 
CaliA 
Mat 

TiTHTCi. ITH 
lataiMy Smfesi (or Horn AS)» 
Butmfrmrmmm -BmlPiim 
locks Instiled, Repaired, Bekeyed 
Sri* Combo Changes 
Emsrgtncy Opsntnoil 

Pager 277-9000 
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