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, .Dante imagined circles of personalized suffering. 
•* -'&S'. Lewis envisioned a gray, shabby city that keeps get
ting bigger-^- and emptier — because the people are mov-

, ing Jjather and further out to avoid each other. / 
^esttJh|^u^Sar#e conceived of a locked hotel room occu-

: |>|e^^i^]ny|l%;-three people who can't stand each o|her. 
^^.p^iUx^ovs^. propped fictional depictions of hell in, 

> AX. - VA t, «*„ ffjfajfag Come4% The Great Divorce ajfd "No 

*£ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ i ^ i ^ & ^ D f h e t t c a ^ n d m a n y 
* oti^^£q^^^^«aidi^££Bai^I^'^«^^ii buirninaff lames and 
^rmentmgdempns to total isolation—an«Mo a lesser de-
^^I^eduljtejl^^ Indeed, the 

^ ^ s ^ - - ̂ ''^^^^^^^^^S^^^111^^^ and are 
not meant to be f^^K^^^^n^^ffife realities of hell and 
purgatory, according to Fatllr%i|Kary Hayes, OFM The 
priest wrote the 1989 book, Vtspw of a Future A Study of 
Christian Eschatofogy. 

Lrgatory flow from chotees 
Still, the church and Scriptures — including the words of 

Jesus — do teach the reality of hell, Father Hart rioted. 
"The purpose is for me to realize hell is a real possibility 

for me — not a hypothetical but a realpojsibility," Father 
Hart said. '-...; „•/• -" '..„--'' * ^•'•X.J%^'- • 

The Cateehfsmj&f the Catholic Church is^cj|g| about the; 
existence of hellAnd purgatory - but not t&ej|||aixires. 

"Immedigttei^ifter death the souls of ̂ ose^l| |g die in a 
state of mo v ~ i descend into hell, where th^|| |ffer the 
punist^oient^^^felj, Eternal fire.' The chief pi^^^pnent of 
hell vs^^^^mpa^Skm. from God, in whom' 
can possesl^^^fe and happiness for which" 
ed;s^|^f^jyp|iffi he longs," the catechism re|p§i| 
•:-*3tTnlAMsstBMSfei.gin jyithout repenting a i ^ ' 

^ ^ _^,J^e. means remaining separaj 
* '"' ' ~y' free choice. This state of 
siowfir^j^^pnmunion witfi God and tl|& 

led^helI^Fillte^s(J^33> .'.,.. ..:,. f"̂  
"God predestines no one to go to hell; forf 

"Thpse are images; me^Hbrs," Father Hayes explained* < _^hirmng away from God (amortal sin) is nec< 
. m attelephone interview^wi the Catholic Courier from the CsSj? sistence in it until the end," the catechism^ 
g- Catholic Theological Union of Chicago, where he is a|H9%* V r j t Purgatory, meanwhile, is. intended fori t | e *"^uial fpurifi-

fessor of theology. ' * ~% ff cation of the elect, which is en^efy<iif|erfjc|fioju the pun
ishment of thedamned,''(1051) 

The doctrine concerning purgatory WM^^fflated es
pecially a£me Councils of F l o r e n s t | ^ 9 ) ' ^ | § e | k (1563), 
growing out of Scriptures sari5 tradllronlnme-"catechism 
SOtes^l^KAUwho djenh God'&gratt' and InendJnp 

s^!#^ifec#"jpunfie,d^ are&ideed assured of theu 
fw i ju t aftejrvO%ui theyimdei go punfitatio: 

so as to a i b i & me hoBness necessary to enter the joy oi 
heaven," tl|e'catecbjismj5tates.(1030) 


