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The Holy Spirit gives many gifts 
BYJOESARNICOLA 

My dear friends, 
In your letter to me, you asked about 

the Holy Spirit. I will try to explain. There 
was a time when you were not following 
God, but you were lost in idolatry. Any­
one who is still leading that way of life will 
be unable to praise God from his heart. It 
is the Holy Spirit diat makes it possible 
for us to tell odiers diat Jesus is die Lord. 

Now God has only one spirit, but that 
spirit has many gifts to share with us. 
There is only one God to serve, but we 
may not all serve him in die same way. 
God gives each of us different talents and 
abilities so diat we may join togedier to 
meet the needs of each odier and to be 
able to show love to diose who do not 
know God. 

One person may receive wisdom. An­
other may be given a special knowledge. 
The same spirit has given boUi gifts in or­
der for us to glorify God. Faidi may be 
given in great measure to one person, 
and die ability to heal or perform mira­
cles to someone else. 

If God has a message for his people, he 
may use one of us to declare it. Some­
times messages come to us in sounds or 
Janguages we do not understand, so God 
may provide someone else with die abili­
ty to interpret what was said. Yet anodier 
person may be able to tell the presence of 
God's spirit from die presence of a lying 
spirit that pretends to be from God, but is 
not. 

And again it is the one spirit diat gives 
all gifts to all people. There are not indi­
vidual spirits for every gift. That would 
only lead to confusion. 

A person has only one body, but that 
body has many parts. Each part works to­
gether for die benefit of the whole per­
son. 

Can an ear separate itself from a per­
son? Or if a person did not have a nose, 
how would he be able to smell? And can 
one part of die body say it is more im-
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portant than anodier? The truth is, the 
parts that may seem to be the least im­
portant are the most important and those 
diat seem the most important are the 
least. 

Even more, we are the body of Christ. 
God provides the gifts we need to serve 
him and we work together to be one with 
him. And the bond that keeps us togeth­
er is love. *• 

Kids' Club 
You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay 

((100 or fewer words) answering dlis question: 
Why is the sacrament of Confirmation so impor­

tant? 
Send your essay — including name, home address, 

telephone number, school and grade — to Catholic 
Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 
Deadline for entries is May 22, 1997. The winner will 
be nodfied by phone and receive die savings bond by 
mail. In addition, the winner's essay will be published 

in an upcoming issue of Kids' Chronicle. 
Last monuYs winner was Lee Fleming, a sixdi-grade student at Mother of Sorrows 

School, Greece. In response to die question, Jesus said he is our shepherd. Why is 
it important for us to listen to him? he wrote: 

It is important for us to listen to him because Jesus will do anything to protect us 
like a shepherd would do anydiing for his sheep. He is always widi us and watches 
over us day and night. 

I should listen in my heart and at Mass for him speaking to me. I always try to go 
to a quiet place when I pray because men he can hear me and I can hear him. 

Jesus cares for me as a shepherd cares for his sheep. 

THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR 
651 Plymouth Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14608 (716) 546-1740 

Quality Sausage and Meat Products Since 1880 

Q&A 
READ MORE ABOUT IT: 1 

Corinthians 12 

1. How many spirits^did Paul say God 
has? 

2. What is the purpose of the gifts? 

Bible Accent 
The 

word "spir­
it" has its 
origins in 
the Latin 
word "spi-
rare," 
which 
means "to 
breathe." 

When God made the first man, he 
breatiied life into him. The words in­
spire "and respiration are based on 
die same root The Hebrew word 
"ru'ahh" has a similar meaning, but 
also means wind, anodier symbol of 
die Holy Spirit 

In die first account of creation in. 
Genesis, a mighty wind moved over 
die water. On die day of Pentecost, a 
strong wind filled the room where 
die Aposdes were praying. God gave 
us life dirough his Holy Spirit, and 
diat same spirit gives us the power to 
live as good Christians. 

St Matthias 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, 

die Aposdes frequendygatiiered in a 
room in Jerusalem to pray. At one of 
diese meetings, Peter quoted from 
die Psalms and said dial a new Apos-
de must be named to replace Judas. 

The method for choosing was die 
casting of lots, an ancient custom of 
placing small bits of wood or stone 
in a lap or vase to represent die pos­
sible choices. 

In diis case, die lot representing 
St. Matthias fell out and he was se­
lected. St. Matthias traveled exten­
sively, preaching the word of God 
wherever he went. We remember 
him on May 14. 

"HIT 

Puzzle 
Paul wrote letters to the churches in several cities. Use your Bible 
as a guide to help you unscramble their names. Answers on page 5. 
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ST. HELEN SCHOOL 
M O N R O E C O U N T Y C A T H O L I C S C H O O L S 
Providing quality Catholic education from Pre-K through Grade 6 

PRE-K PROGRAM 3 year olds - 2 half days per week 
4 year olds - 3 half days per week 
Day care available Sept. 1997 • 7 - 5:45 Reasonable rates 
Whole day program - 8:30 to 2:40 
Half day program - AM session 8:40 to 12:00 

8:30 to 2:40 
• Classes in Art, Music, Computer & Physical Education 
• District transportation upon parent application to home 

district for Kindergarten - grade 6 
• Hot lunch program 
• Before/After school child care available 

Children of all faidis welcome • For more information call 235-2391 
St. Helen School • 150 Letungton Drive • Rochester, New York 14624 

KINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAM 
Grades 1 through 6 
Our program also offers: 

"(dinnis the Pooh 
t> 

m 
^ 

Fudas, Mag 30, 7:30 fm 

£dtwuimj, Mag 31, IIemir 2fm 

$8 General Admission Tickets 

Nazareth College 

Cleveland Signstage Theatre 

Winnie the Pooh and his 
lovable crew come to life 
through the hands of deaf 
actors and the voices of 
hearing actors in this unique 
production diat includes 
both American Sign Lan­
guage and spoken English. A 
treat for children ages .4 & up. 

Box Office: 389-2170 
Groups: 424-2979 

4 2 4 5 EastAverare • Rochester. 1^^4613^5790 


