T o T ——— » - — - ] T —— oIS R I e s e o e T R

St. Bridget’s to move Teens who are Willihg | Senior’s collecting nets
to St. Theresa’s to hold your hand | $76,000 for missions
- Page 3 | - - Pages 89 . - Pages 12-13
= C 1 . C ]
3 atholicCourler

8

o DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK ® VOL.108 NO.30 m THURSDAY, May 8, 1997 m 75¢ ®m 16 PAGES

of Heaven and Earth
=1 | Priest’s art

pays fealty
to St. Mary

o authentic portrait
ne of the Blessed Virgin

Mary. has come
down to us; but this seems
more providential than re-
— grettable. With no prototype

con- to restrict them, artists have
1olas been"free to depict Mary
“?:a however their nation orrace
ter. : perceives her. Thus she has
it a ' become the “Glory of All
de’s.  the World.”
fthe Particular images of Our
eal Lady have been venerated in
ngo- certain European localities,
nt of and emigrants bound from
Irpo- ~ there to America often
izen brought copies with them as ;
1995 religious and nostalgic sou-
that venirs. . ,
with Apparently this was not
; his- the case with the Germans
held who settled in Dansville.
1€ Their second pastor, Father
cese . Aloysius Somoggi, made up

Fa- for the lack, however. A tal-

ented amateur artist, he
- painted for their church a
« monumental altarpiece (8 by
X g 12 feet), picturing Mary and
& the Child throned in heaven
C and inspiring the faithful on
‘ earth.

“Heaven and Earth — God
and Man” — the title the
painter gave his work — is
thus a decorative and doc-
trinal icon. Few Catholics
outside the boundaries of St.
Mary’s Parish are aware of
its existence, however. What
better time than May, Mary’s
own month, to acquaint a
! wider audience with its fas-

M | cinating story?

That story began in the
years between 1832 and
1838 when several hundred
German immigrants settled

2

in the village of Dansville, | ‘

i I__.ivingston_ County, and in Father Aloysius Somoggi painted the Marian aitarpiece for St. Mary’s Church, Dansville, in 1851 during his pastorate.
; Continued on page 16
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