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Jays, sorrows can teach us to savor life 
I hope that you are enjoying the Easter 

season and its invitation to savor the gift of 
redeemed life we share in the Risen Christ. 
That invitation directs us not to a reality 
above and beyond us; rather, it calls us to 
be aware that — through the power of the 
Holy Spirit — the Lord lives within us and 
among us. 

Yes, I know that the reality of God's 
faithful and intimate presence can stagger 
the imagination. Yes, I know that it can 
seem maddeningly elusive, especially when 
life becomes hectic; innocent people suffer; 
tragedy touches our lives; when others 
interfere with our careful plans or we man
age to mess things up all by ourselves. 

When we are on a roll, faith can seem so 
easy. At such times we normally enjoy a 
confident sense of God's care, and prayer 
seems to come easier. 

I know that I tend to be more grateful. I 
notice, too, that concern for others and a 
generous disposition toward them seem to 
come more naturally. 

Let me give you an example. Many who 
were baptized or came into full commu
nion with our church at the Easter Vigil in 
parishes all over our diocese came to 
Sacred Heart Cathedral for the Eucharistic 
Liturgy on Saturday evening. 

It was a great joy for all of us to welcome 
them to our cathedral church and to share 
Easter prayer with them. Their enthusiasm 
and excitement about their spiritual jour
ney, their eagerness to know more about 
Jesus and to participate in the life and mis

sion of the church gave all of us great 
encouragement. Their joy is contagious. 

I am quite sure that they do not realize 
just how great a gift diey are to all of us. I 
know they are a great inspiration to me 
and remind me never to take for granted 
the precious gifts of life and grace God has 
given to us. 

It can be a different story when things do 
not go well. I know that I can all too easily 
feel abandoned by God, find prayer diffi
cult and move from a generally giving, 
expansive disposition toward life to one 
that is defensive and fearful. 

When I notice diat disposition beginning 
to take root in me, I really do try to deal 
with it as honesdy and as directly as I can. 

Among my efforts at such times are to 
remain faithful to prayer and to seek the 
guidance and support of good friends. . 
Those two steps always help. 

What helps most, however, is a deliberate 
effort to remind myself of people I know 
who carry burdens much heavier than I 
have ever been asked to bear — and who do 

so with unbelievable faith and courage. 
I meet such people fairly often. 

Sometimes I know their stories only 
through correspondence. They experience 
suffering, sometimes of staggering depth 
and intensity. Yet, even in the midst of , 
pain, they stay rooted in their faidi in our 
faithful and loving God. 

I spoke with one person this week and 
had a letter from another who told me 
about heartbreaking losses they had experi
enced. Both were free and honest enough 
to say that they were angry at God and 
were struggling to remain faithful in cir
cumstances that would test the spirit of the 
strongest of individuals. 

Botfi admitted that die intensity of their 
feeling had left them with feelings of guilt. 
Yet, even in their telling of them, their faith 
shone through their stories in ways I hope 
they will one day be able to appreciate. 

Those new members of our faith com
munity and the two individuals coping with 
tragic loss have been wonderful gifts to me 
during this Easter season. 

They have taught me much about how 
faithful people move through the dying 
and rising that are a part of every life. 

They inspired me to savor die life that is 
ours, encourage me to keep die ups and 
downs of life in proper perspective, and 
remind me that the God who loves us all is 
widi us every step of die way. 

I hope diat your Easter experience also 
has been touched by such individuals. 

Peace to all. 

"IF YOU'VE MADE A WILL, 
THERE'S ONE MORE 

THING TO DO..." 
To learn more about prearranged funerals, 

please call us. Our counsel is always available 
free of charge and at no obligation. 

David P. Crawford • Mark D. Wakeman 
495 N.Winton Rd.-Rochester- (716) 482-0400 

FUNERAL /HOME INC. 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton Street 
544-5000 

Catholic Courier (USPS 135-580) Vol. 108 
No. 29 May 1,1997 
Published weekly except the first Thursday 
in January. 
Subscription rates: single copy, 75c; one-
year subscription in U.S., $20.00; Canada 
and foreign"$20.00 plus postage. Offices: 
1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624, 
716/328-4340. Periodicals postage paid at 
Rochester, N.Y. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 

Flowers 
for HomJ. 

May 11th is Mother's Day! 

What a better present than a 
bouquet of her favorite flowers? 

Call one of these fine florists... 

Fioravanti Florists, Inc. 
Over 70 years of personalized service 

2279 Clifford Avenue 
• 716482-1001 

In Gates 
N.J. Spitz Florist 

24-hour answering service 
14 Chestnut Ridge Road 

716-247-2500 

Schum Florist 
Flowers in a gift 

2020 Clifford Avenue 
716482-6978 

Our Lady is calling you... 
To peace, prayer, and holiness 

"PRAY, PRAY, PRAY' 
Write for our free catalog of over 700 items 

r» 

Great Prayerbooks 
Mary's Call-4 Keys To Heaven .-. $J.50 
Mary's Call-Mary, Teach Me To Pray 1.50 
Mary's Call-Together In Prayer 1.75 
Mary's Call-Little Book of Prayers . .50 
Mary's Call-Glory To The Trinity . . 1.75 
An Hour With Jesus—Vol 1 2.00 

Excellent Reading 
Call of the Ages-Tow Pettisko 11.95 
Behind The Mass-Fr. Shamom . . . 3.50 
Michael the Archangel, Fr. Hebert . . . 5.50 
Marian Apparititions Today, Fr. 0'Comtor7.95 
Peace of Soul, Fulton Sheen 12.95 
Life of Christ, Fulton Sheen 12.95 
Treasure in Clay-ow Sheen Life ... 
I Am Your Jesus of Mercy, Vol V . . 
Power Of The Rosary-Fr. Shamon . 
Those Who Saw Her, C. Odell . . . 
Secret Of The Eucharist-M. Brown 
Padre Pio: The True Story-C. Ruffin 
Celebrate 2000-Pope John Paul 11 . 
The Last Crusade-Tom Petrisko ... 
The World's First Lovt-Sheen 12.95 
Visions of The Children-/. Connell . . 11.95 

14.95 
3.95 
2.00 
7.95 
5.50 

10.95 
17.95 
4.95 

Bishop Sheen Cassettes 
Your Cross , 3.00 
Value of Prayer 3.00 
Treasures and Pots 3.00 
Wasting Your Life 3.00 
Meaning of Suffering 3.00 
Human Passions 3.00 
The Devil 3.00 
Explanation of Rosary 3.00 
Christ the King 3.00 
Blessed Mother 3-00 
Our Father 3.00 
About The Angels 3.00 

Miscellaneous 
Rosary—15 Decade, songs, litanies 3.00 
Stations Of The Cross 3.00 
10 hr votive (72/$ 11.00) each .25 
6 day votive (4/$6.60) each 1.75 
5 1 % beeswax 7/8x81/2" tapered each.. 2.00 
Little Book of First Communion 50 

Ask about our selection of First 
CommuninionlConfirmation Items. 

Over 9,1000,000 sold in U.S. and 52 Foreign Countries. 
Postage: Purchases under $ 5.00 add $ 2.00: $ S.00 thru X 10.00 add $ 3.00: $10.00 and Over add $ 4.00. 

Mary's Call is a tax exempt corporation. Any donation you wish to make will help 
spread the devotion to Our Blessed Mother around the World. 

Mary's Call P.O. Box 162 • Salisbury, MO 65281 

(816) 388-5308 

Next week: Watch for an important and . ;:• 
exciting announcement from the:Catholic CourieM 
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