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Milestones
School Sisters celebrate 150 years In U.S.

By Lee Strong
Associate editor

The dream of a 19th-century
German bishop and a young
Bavarian schoolteacher has been
a reality in the United States now
for some 1£0 years.
And the Diocese of Rochester
has been a part of that reality for
nearly as long.
In 1854 the School Sisters of
Notre Dame began teaching at
St. Joseph's School in Rochester
— just 21 years after Karolina
Gerhardinger (Blessed Mother
Theresa ofJesus) established the
teaching congregation that she
and Bishop George Wittman of
Bavaria had envisioned, and seven years after members of the
congregation had arrived in this
country.
Mother Theresa journeyed to
the United States in 1847 with
five sisters and began to teach the
children of German immigrants
in Baltimore. They served in the
Diocese of Rochester initially in
such predominantly German
parishes as St. Joseph's, Ss. Peter
and Paul's, St. Boniface and Holy
Redeemer, all in Rochester.
Since that time, the congregation has grown to more than
5,500 members serving in 36 nations. That number includes approximately 3,000 in the United
States and Canada, according to
Sister Brenda Lynch, SSND, communications director for the
Rochester-affiliated
Wilton
(Conn.) Province of the congregation.
Although their primary ministry remains in education,
School Sisters also serve in
parishes, hospitals and social service agencies.
In the Diocese of Rochester,
for example, members of the
congregation teach at Bishop
Kearney High in Irondequoit,
School of the Holy Childhood
(for developmentally disabled
students) in Henrietta and at several diocesan schools. They also
serve in pastoral ministry in a
number of diocesan parishes,
and at St. Andrew's Center, a foster care facility in Irondequoit.
"Our three major charisms are
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T h e Call to Religious Life is a wonderful experience and offers a rich, rewarding life
to those who answer it All of us at Becket Hall take this opportunity to send sincere
congratulations to the priests and sisters celebrating jubilees this year. T h a n k you for
your years of service to the Catholic Church

three provinces and 2,000 sisters.'
They operated some 200 schools
in 30 dioceses.
In addition, the congregation
opened the Collegiate Institute
in 1871 to provide advanced education for women. In 1895, the
institute became the College of
Notre Dame of Maryland, the
first Catholic college for women
in the United States.
The congregadon continued
to serve primarily in teaching
ministry until the Second Vatican
Council. Following the council,
all congregations began to reassess their ministries, Sister
Lynch noted. The School Sisters
went back and read what Mother
Theresa had written — including,
for the first time, letters finally
translated from German.
"As sisters started reading her,
they got a stronger sense of the
charism (of the Congregation),"
she said. "That was to meet the
needs of the times. At that time
(in the 19th century) it was for
education."
Members are still involved in
education, Sister Lynch said, but
not necessarily in formal classrooms. In Baltimore in 1993, for
example, the School Sisters, in
conjunction with five other congregations, opened Mother Seton Academy, a middle school for
at-risk students. And in the fall
of 1996, the Wilton Province
opened Caroline Center to help
immigrant women learn English
and gain job skills.
Meanwhile, SSNDs have
worked in Third World nadons
to open schools, to provide catechesis and to help people develop community service projects.
"I think our community was
formed to serve a specific need

at a specific time, as the times
change and the needs change, so
we have changed," Sister Smith
said. "As the needs arise, die sisters try to meet the needs."
• ••
The congregation has planned
several celebrations to mark the
150th anniversary of the arrival of
the School Sisters of Notre Dame in
North America.
The Wilton Province has scheduled a celebration at the motkerfwuse
onfune 14.
A second celebration has been
scheduled forJune 19-22 at the College of Notre Dame in Maryland.
The congregation will also commemorate the arrival in North America ofMother Theresa with aJuly 31
celebration at Battery Park in Neiv
York City.
Finally^ the anniversary will be
noted Nov. 1 during an international gathering of the School Sisters
in Chicago.

If you are thinking of entering a religious vocation or would simply like to explore your
potential, give us a call. We'll put you in touch with someone who can guide you through
your decision.
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Women considering a religious vocation can contact the Sisters of SL Joseph or
Sisters of Mercy. To contact the Sisters of Mercy, call Sister Janet Kornt in the New
Membership Office at 716-288-2710. For the Sisters of St. Joseph, call Sister Deanna
Gears in the Vocations Office at 716-586-1000. ext. 122.
Becket Hall offers a residential pre-theology program a s well a s discernment programs a for men in high school, college or beyond. For more information, call Father
John DeSocio at 716-461-2890 or write: Becket Hall. 314 Gregory St.. Rochester. NY

14620.
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