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ION: Ready or not? 
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so Mary Jo Capuano, 10, was the youngest of the confirmands at the St. John the 

Evangelist, Rochester confirmation April 6. 
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Sr. Alma 
Marie 
Native of 
Philippines 

"J became 
aware of Gods 
call when I 
was going to 

college. I thank Godjorleadlng 
me to this Community. 1 believe 
that this is where I can love and 
serve Him best." 

'.- Sr. Margaret 
Native of. Louisville, 

Kentucky 
Prior Experience: Registered 

Nurse 
i was initially attracted to 

•the idea that the Sisters 
cared for the patients them­

selves. And then, when I visited; I saw the Icrving 
concern and joyfulness of the Sisters, and their 

strong prayer life. I am very blessed to be a 
part of this God-centered Community." 

W E SEEK WOMEN W H O ARE GROWING IN THEIR LOVE OF G O D , AND DESIRE TO 
JOIN A COMMUNITY WITH A STRONG SPIRITUAL, APOSTOLIC AND COMMUNITY LIFE . 

Living our vows and participating in the life of the Church by prayer and sacraments, 
gives us the ability to serve God in this appstolate. 

We nurse incurable cancer patients in our seven tree, modern nursing homes, located in 
Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania. Georgia, Massachusetts, and Minnesota. 

Many who enter our community have no prior nursing experience, but we all share a 
great compassion for the suffering poor and delight at being able to help them. 
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in practice, they're necessarily 
applicable," Engstrom commented. 
He coordinates the confirmation 
class at Our Lady of Lourdes, which 
is open to parishioners of junior-
high school age and older. 

Matt Giuliano, an Our Lady of 
Lourdes parishioner, expressed sur­
prise when he learned that children 
are eligible for confirmation at age 
7 in the diocese. 

I'd just assumed that you did it 
at high-school age. It makes sense to 
me" to keep it at die later age, said 
Matt, 16, who was confirmed last 
June. 

Matt said he felt that children of 
younger ages "don't really know 

what's going on" in regard to the 
meaning of confirmation. 

"You need more maturity 
to know what it's all 

about," Matt added. "I 
just felt like I really 

% knew what I was 
doing." 

However, 
Joy 
countered, 
the fourth-
graders in# 
her confir­
mation 
prepara-

' tion class-

•^ ' ' s . .seemed 
to have a 

good handle 
on the subject 

matter. 
"I didn't even no­

tice them, so they 
must have been paying at­

tention and being mature," 
she remarked. "Fourth-graders 

may not always know what they're 
doing, but they know more than 
people give them credit for." 

At the same time, Joy agreed with 
Matt's point that anyone wishing to 
be confirmed should take his or her 
decision seriously. 

"You need to really understand 

what you're doing. There are a lot 
of people who say they love 
something, and a month later they 
say they hate it," she said. 

Matt said that no matter what the 
age, the decision to receive this 
sacrament — as opposed to baptism 
or first Eucharist — should be left 
up to the individual. 

"It's more for yourself. When 
you're younger, you're more under 
your parents' wing. But I really 
don't think your parents should 
make you (receive confirmation)," 
Matt remarked. 

Some examples of individual 
readiness are offered by Anthonv 
Loperfido, 14. He is due to be 
confirmed this comingjanuary at 
St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Auburn. 

"I think I'm ready. I pray just 
about every night before bed," 
Anthony said. He added that he"s 
also increased his involvement in 
parish activities, even though he has 
had to sacrifice other social 
opportunities. 

Although Anthony's 
confirmation class comprises ninth-
and lOth-graders, he said he would­
n't be opposed to seeing younger 
people receive the sacrament. 

"If you're trying to make a change 
and attend church as much as you 
can, and you think you're ready to 
be confirmed, then you should tell 
the church," Anthony said. "If you 
think in your own eyes that you're 
ready, then you should be allowed." 

Above all, Carroll emphasized, 
confirmation should be viewed as a 
sacrament that holds lifelong 
spiritual meaning. 
' "Too often, it's been considered 

'graduation,'" Carroll said. "If vou 
felt you had 'graduated.' vou would­
n't feel like you have to come to 
church anvmore or go to religious 
education. W"e have a respohsibilitv 
to continue our religious formation 
all through our lives." 

Coming Next Week: Sunday, a day of rest (?) 

For Their First Holy Communion 
• Veils 

• Gloves 

• Purses 

• Ties 

• Armbands 

• Headbands 

• Rosaries 

• Books 

• Communion Sets 

• Statues 

Plaques 

Crucifixes 

Invitations 

Greeting Cards 

Gifts 

Religious Jewelry 
(Crosses, Medals, Pendants) 

Napkins 

Decorations 

Cups and Plates 
Featunng gifts from 

fQ&oman, 
© One 
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THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
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71666^5085 
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