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Academia lies beyond bishops' powers 
Some Catholics have a difficult time un

derstanding the difference between the 
pastoral and the academic spheres. 

Bishops, for example, have an impor
tant and distinctive responsibility for the 
pastoral care of a diocese. They are 
charged widi preaching the Gospel, pre
siding at the Eucharist, ministering to 
those in need and seeing to it that these 
pastoral tasks are properly fulfilled by all 
the priests, religious and laity of their lo
cal church. 

The distinctively pastoral authority of a 
bishop is a major component of the life, 
structure and mission of die church. 

However, drat audiority, like all author
ity except God's, has limits. The bishop 
cannot issue civil decrees. He cannot im
pose prison sentences on convicted crimi
nals. He cannot raise or lower the price of 
gasoline. He cannot issue executive orders 
to prevent the use of governmental funds 
for abortions or for birth control. 

And neither can he appoint individuals 
to, or remove individuals from, university 
faculties, nor determine who can be pro
moted in faculty rank and who cannot. 
Not even in Catholic universities located 
in his own diocese. 

Does diis mean that a bishop cannot ex
press his opinion or his concerns about 
what is being said or done widiin or by a 
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Catholic university? Of course not. He is 
free to express himself on any subject 
about which he feels competent to express 
himself. And the more the issue touches 
upon die pastoral well-being of die local 
church, the greater his responsibility to 
speak his mind. 

Of course, he also has the responsibili
ty of seeing to it drat he knows what he is 
talking about, diat he has all die relevant 
facts and mat he has consulted with peo
ple closest to die scene. If after all mat, he 
still feels he should say somediing, men by 
all means he should say somediing. 

But die effect of what he says about a 
matter affecting the academic life of a 
Catholic university will be no different 
from die effect of what he might say about 
a civil matter affecting his city, his state, or 
his country. 

He has a right, even a duty, to speak, 
but he has no right to expect that his word 
will have a direct, juridical impact in die 
academic or governmental spheres. These 
spheres are distinct from the pastoral. 
They are beyond his canonical reach. His 
influence in these spheres is moral, not le
gal. He can hope to persuade, butiie can
not order. 

When administrators and faculty (in
cluding theologians) in Catholic universi
ties make diis point clear, diey are some
times chastised by Cadiolics outside the 
academic sphere for being inconsistent 

Theologians like myself urge a decen
tralization of ecclesiastical audiority, from 
Rome to the local churches, more consis
tent with the practice of the universal 
church of die First Chrisdan Millennium 
and widi diat of die Eastern Church in die 
Second Millennium as well. 

Well, isn't the involvement of a bishop 
in die internal academic life of a universi
ty just such an example of a local bishop's 
having more audiority? No. 

First, the issue has nodiing to do widi a 
local bishop's regaining pastoral audiori
ty that had been preempted by the Vati
can. Second, die local bishop in fact does
n't have pastoral authority over the 
academic life of a university, not even over 
a Cadiolic university. Indeed, bishops have 

never had such authority over Catholic 
universities, going all die way back to die 
13th century. 

But it seems difficult for many outside 
of a university setting to understand why 
a Catholic university needs institutional 
autonomy and academic freedom to func
tion as a true university, as opposed, for 
example, to a catechetical institute. 

Significandy, some of the most outspo
ken critics of this arrangement have them
selves never gone dirough die process of 
obtaining a doctoral degree involving doc
toral-level seminars, 10-hour written can
didacy or comprehensive exams and two-
hour orals, apprentice teaching and then 
a dissertation and a dissertation defense. 

They have never been subject to a 
tenure review by peers in their own insu-
tution and by scholars in other universi
ties. They have never been reviewed for 
promotion from associate to full professor. 

When bishops get the power to raise 
and lower the price of gasoline, perhaps 
then the academic "guild" might recon
sider whether bishops should also have 
die authority to intervene in die internal 
academic affairs of a university. 

But don't hang by your thumbs waiting. 
• • • 

Father McBrien is a professor of theology at 
the University of Notre Dame. 

Jesus offers us mercy through reconciliation 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 24:35-

48. (Rl) Acts 3:13-15, 17-19. (R2) 1 John 
£1-5. 

There are seven Sundays between East
er and Pentecost The Gospels for Easter 
and for die two Sundays following were se
lected to prove die reality of Christ's res
urrection. The fourth Sunday explains 
why he died: "I am the Good Shepherd." 
The fif di Sunday urges us to cling to him 
if we too would rise widi him: "I am the 
Vine." The sixdi and sevendi Sundays pre
pare us for the Holy Spirit 

Next Sunday's Gospel (the third Sun
day) proves beyond the shadow of a doubt 
the reality of Christ's resurrection. Some 
people in Luke's day were saying that Jesus 
had not truly risen, but that die Aposdes 
had seen only a ghost 

That is why Luke in die Gospel presents 
Christ as appealing to the five senses of 
his Apostles. To their hearing:' He said, 
"Peace to you." To dieir seeing: "Look at 
my hands and my feet; it is really I." To 
their feeling: "Touch me and see that a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as I 
do." To dieir smell and taste: "Have you 
anything to eat? ... He took a piece of 
cooked fish and ate it in dieir presence." 

These fishermen were outdoor men, 
used to the open sea, to hard manual la
bor; their five senses had never been 
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abused, dulled by overindulgence in food 
or drink or idleness; they were not day-
dreamers, nor visionaries. Yet Jesus con
vinced diese hardest of all people diat he 
was no ghost, that he was truly risen from 
the dead. 

And then to remove all doubt he 
opened their minds to the understanding 
of the Scriptures. 

Having convinced them of his resur
rection, Jesus commissioned them to 
preach die resurrection of sinners. 

In the first reading Peter does exactly 
that. Speaking to those who had killed Je
sus, he said: "Reform your lives! Turn to 
God, diat your sins may be wiped away!" 

The Easter message is peace: peace 
through the forgiveness of sins. Thus the 
Easter sacrament is the sacrament of rec
onciliation. Last Sunday's Gospel told of 

the institution of die sacrament of recon
ciliation — and of mercy. 

Jesus has made his move. It remains for 
us to make our move. Remember the 
three parables of God's mercy: the lost 
sheep, die lost coin and the prodigal son. 
The shepherd looked for die lost sheep; 
the lady looked for her lost coin; but the 
fadier did not look for the prodigal. For 
sheep and coins do not have brains - they 
have to be sought. But the lost son had 
brains. The famer did not go out looking 
for him. He waited until die son came to 
his senses and started home. So Jesus waits 
for us in the sacrament of mercy. He ex
pects us to have enough sense to use it. 

Our Lady said that confession is the 
medicine we need; that monthly confes
sion is the remedy for the church in the 
West. Imagine. Yet a survey conducted by 
Drew University showed that only 37 per
cent of priests and 11 percent of the laity 
go to confession once a mondi; diat 3 per
cent of die priests and 22 percent of the 
laity never go! We are sick and we refuse 
to take die medicine. 

In her Code of Canon Law die church 
commands mat die faidiful are "bound to 
confess serious sins at least once a year." 
(Canon 989) 

Cadierine Emmerich once saw the dev
il around a line of people going to confes

sion. She asked die devil what he was do
ing diere. The devil answered, "I'm trying 
to give them back something that I stole 
from them." 

Catherine asked what that was. 
"Shame," the devil answered. "I took 

away their shame so that diey would sin. 
Now I want to give it back to them so that 
they will not confess their sin." 

Cadierine told die devil to keep what he 
had stolen and leave diese people alone. 

• • • 
Father Shamon is administrator of St. Isaac 

fogues Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, April 14 

Acts 6:8-15; John 6:22-29 
Tuesday, April 15 

Acts 7:51-8:1; John 6:30-35 
Wednesday, April 16 

Acts 8:1-8; John 6:3540 
Thursday, April 17 

Acts 8:26-40; John 6:44-51 
Friday, April 18 

Acts 9:1-20; John 6:52-59 
Saturday, April 19 

Acts 9:3142; John 6:60-69 

TIME FLIES-
BUTMONEY 
FLIES FASTER! 

The average 65 year old can expect to live until age 87! 
To make sure that your money will last as long as you do, 

Call 227-6075 today for your free analysis. 

Ill Eileen J. Trott, CFP 

Certified Financial Planner 

ORGAN CONCERT 
Sunday, 13 April' 1997 at 4:00 PM 

CHERRY RHODES 
concert organist 
Performing works 

of 
Floury: Variations sur in Noel bourguignvn 

Bach: Pastoral in FMajor. HWV 590 
Franck: Fantasia en la majeur 
, Bonnet: Deuxieme Legende ! e 

Viemc: Impromptu 
Ropek: Variations on Victimae I'aschali Lutcies 
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