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CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y:;

Kilmer helps regenerate ‘The Saint’

NEW YORK (CNS) — The following are
capsule reviews of movies recently reviewed
by the U.S. Catholic Conference Office for
Film and Broadcasting. Each review in-
cludes USCC and Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America ratings.

The Saint

The updated title character of the Leslie
Charteris mysteries of the 1930s is a sly
thief (Val I\llmer) who assumes numerous
identities in trying to save one of his in-
tended victims (Elizabeth Shue) from a
power-mad Russian seeking her revolu-

tionary energy formula. Directed by Philip-

Novee, the action story is slickly ptoduccd
and provides undemanqu cscapist enter-
tuinment, although the one-dimensional
characters are less than cngdging. Some
stylized violence, implied affairs and an in-
stance of profanity. The USCC classifica-
tion is A-IIl'— adults. The MPAA rating is
PG-13 — parents are strongly cautioned that
some material may be inappropriate for
children under 13.

Inventing the Abbotts

Contrived romantic melodrama set in a
1950s Midwest town where two poor teen-
age brothers (Billy Crudup and Joaquin
Phoenix) uncover long-buried family se-
crets when they start dating three sisters
(Liv Tyler, Jennifer Connelly and Joanna
Going) from the community’s wealthiest
farmly Dlrected by Pat O’'Connor, the sto-
ry's melodramatics detract from the bit-
tersweet portrayal of frail, youthful charac-
ters coping with a troubled past. A few
discreet bedroom scenes with fleeting nu-

_dity, momentary violence, recurring pro-
fanity and intermittent rough language.
The USCC classification is A-IIl — adults.
The MPAA rating is R — restricted.

That Old Feeling

Reunited at their daughter’s wedding, a
bitterly divorced couple (Bette Midler and
Dennis Farina) in stable second marriages
impulsively surrender to passion then try

Exclus;’vely at Sears Portrait Studio,

Portrait Creations™ are a truly unique gift
that everyone loves! Just choese your favorite
three poses with one of our stylized designs
and take one home today! Portrait Creations™
are matted and ready for framing.

Paramount Pictures

Snmon Templar (Val Kilmer) makes a quick getaway m “The Saint.” The action-
adventure is slickly produced, but offers only one-dimensional characters.

to evade facing their horrified spouses and
shocked daughter as they ponder what to
do next. Director Carl Reiner lampoons
matrimony in a farcical story tailor-made
for Midler’s style. Comic treatment of adul-
tery and instances of profanity and rough
language. The USCC dlassification is A-TV
— adults, with reservations. The MPAA rat-
ing is PG-13 — parents are strongly cau-
tioned that some material may be inap-
propriate for children under 13.

Turbo: A Power Rangers
Movie

Inane action fantasy from the children's
TV series has the teen Power Rangers try-
ing to stop a power-mad Valkyrie (Hilary
Shepard Turner) and a volcano monster
from wreaking havoc on the universe. Di-
rected by David Winning and Shuki Levy,
the result is a choppy mix of formula myth-
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Card and major credit cards accepted. Coupon good through August 3, 1897.
‘ I Check us out on the internet: hitp://www.sears-portrait.com

i Satisfaction Guaranteed Or Your Money Back!
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ic characters, derivative situations and mar-
tial-arts battles. Special-effects violence and
stylized mayhem. The USCC classification
is A-Il - adults and adolescents. The MPAA
rating is PG — parental guidance suggested.
The Sixth Man ‘

Lame comic fantasy in which a college
b:gsketball star (Kadeem Hardison) dies in
mid-season but his spirit returns to help his

brother (Marlon Wayans) lead their team
to the championship. Directed by Randall

Miller, the cliched sports story offers no -

surprises and the one-joke premise of a
ghostly sixth player seen only by his broth-
er delivers few giggles before growing tire-
some. Player’s death duringa game, strong
sexual innuendo and coarse language. The
USCC dassification is A- III - adults. The-
MPAA rating is PG-13 - parents are strong-, .
ly cautioned that some material may be in-
appropriate for children under 13.

$6 Each

(Reg. $10)
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about dWorce |

 The Divorce Culzure, by Barbaml)afoe
Whitehead. Alfred’A. Knopf" (New
York, 1997). 224 pp. $24. . ...

'Reviewed by Mary: Kenny )
Catlmhc,News Serv;%

’ ‘In the United States to-
‘day almost every, fa:mly
has been touched by di-
yorce. Lo -married par-
BOOK | ‘enes find iﬁe or morepff
their children have di
. vorced.. Long-time friénds
a.nnounoe that they are divorcing. |
“What's going on here?” many people
wonder #

it Uwﬂwbn'e Cultum, memnafoe

: that edumtlon d$.a

says‘ - : ‘l-v'.f\ Ces f~ |
Today ’Whitehead'as'séns,puﬁtial
leaders, advice- givers, even etiquette
manuals and therapists tefléct ppstrev:
' olutionary thinking. Political leaders,
many divorced themselves, agreé-that
family values have broken down. Liherals
blame. the failure of the government to
- support women and children. Conserv-
. atives blames. welfare:moms.: Nejther
.side even mentions the rate of dlvofées
in the.United States, the. hxghes{ in:the
westemn world,
2. The American: Assoclanon fox,' Mar
riage and Family Therapy,the malmpm- '
-fessional organmndn for:that-figld, *in
1994 gave a ma_;or pressaward to a mag
azine article arguing that fathers arenot
necessary in the home.” Whitehead’s
main point in this book is to explain
when, why and how our thinking about
divorce changed so dramatically.
Whitehead’s second objective is to as-
sess the effect of divorce upon children.
'Here her book is factual and sobering.
Unlike adult advice on divoree; whichfo-
cuses on opportunities for decision-mak-
ing, freedom, and growth, divorce advice
for children deals with sadriess, anxiety
and loss. She analyzes specifically and at
length how on any scale of measure-
ment, children arethe victims in divorce,
The sad tfsumony from children of di-
vorce themselves;is particularly movmg
Admittedly, Whitehéad's suggestions
as to how to change the thinkingiabout
dxvoreeagesomewhat u?eak.Sb s
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