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Couﬁles share families,
faith, wisdom of years

By Liz Swain
Catholic News Service

SAN DIEGO — A marriage after age 60

is often a remarriage, where the wedding

brings together not just

Sepa'a/zd the couple but children

sz | and  grandchildren

from two families as
well.

And the issues Ifor
these newlyweds are
slightly different than
for a younger couple.
Bearing children is not an issue, but fi-
nances, housing and health may loom
larger.

Thmugh its “Awarcness for Remar-
riage” program, the Diocese of San
Diego’s Office for Marriage and Family
Life helps Catholics prepare for the sacra-
ment of matrimony for the second time in
their hives.
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In interviews with The Southern Cross,
newspaper of the San Diego Diocese, four
older couples heartily endorsed the
course and described the joys associated
with remarrying later in life.

Ruth Clark and Wayne Guthrie knew

each other as parishioners with spouses
and children at St. Therese Churchin San
Diego. Two years after his wife's death
and 18 years after her husband’s death.
Wayne called Ruth for a date.
. They shared a strong faith and similar
interests. However, when he proposed
marriage, she took 11 months before giv-
ing an answer, because she had been on
her own for so long.

“l appreciated it, that's why I didn't run
away,” said Wayne, a retired engineer.

When they decided to marry, the cou-
ple signed up for the remarriage prepa-
ration weekend offered by the diocese.

“We were the oldest couple said Ruth, a
secretarial assistant in the diocesan Office
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the neighborhood make ours the best
location. Larger-Than- Most apart-
ments with expansive grounds &
parking make ours the best value.
Come see a helpful rental agent today.
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St. John’s Meadows infroduces
Independent Living Apariments.
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offers one meal, served daily
in our dining room, housekeeping
cmd linen service.

For more information or an appointment

Please Call 716-473-8650

St. John's Meadows ® 1463 Elmwood Avenue ® Rochester, NY 14620
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Ruth Clark and Wayne Guthrie married later in life following the deaths of their
first spouses. To help them prepare for marriage a second time, they sought out
the “Awareness for Remarriage” program in the Diocese of San Diego, Calif.

for Catechetical Ministry.

Although topics like the number of
children desired did not apply, the couple
said they learned about housing from the
discussions and also shared with other
couples.

“At our age, we've had a lot of experi-
ence, good and bad,” said Wayne.

Rosemary Lohlein and Gerry Bobby
married last Dec. 28, the day before the
feast of the Holy Family.

They hadn’t deliberately planned their
wedding to coincide with the feast day;
the scheduling simiply allowed families liv-
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Retirement Homes in a cSem’or Gommutzi/y

Come visit our beautifully decorated model home
Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 1-3 PM
Located on Buffalo Road, North Chili
Prices from $103,900

ing in other parts of the country to attend
the cecremony. However, it seemed to
mark the blending of families that has tak-
en place with their marriage.

Rosemary’s four sons and Gerry's two
daughters were the witnesses at the cere-
mony at Sacred Heart Church in Coron-
ado. Before the couple recited their vows,
their children promised to love and accept
their new relatives and to grow as a holy
family.

The fiewlyweds met at Beginning Ex-

'penences, 4 retredt for divorced, widowed

Continued on next page
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WiTH THiS KIND OF LIFESTYLE,
NO WONDER THEY'RE CALLED
THE GOLDEN YEARS.

. The Town Gates offer the best of homestyle living
ks wich just the right amount of assisted care for [oved
ones who may need it. A partial list of our
amenities includes luxuriously furnished rooms,
housekeeping, recreational programs, supervision of
medicatin and special diets, laundry and linen
services, 24-hour supervision and much more.

"Visit the Town Gate of 'your choice and see why we
add even more shine to the golden years.

[CATE MANOD

(716) 225—3010
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150 Towngate Road, Rochester, NY 1
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