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Convocations have serious, fun moments 
On this bright Saturday morning I 

look forward to next week's Convoca
tion of the priests and pastoral admin
istrators of our diocese. We will be 
meeting at the hotel on the campus of 
Cornell University in Ithaca. 

For the second consecutive year we 
will devote this special time to the cen-
trality of the Sunday celebration of the 
Eucharistic Liturgy. 

We hope to agree on a number of 
practical, pastoral norms to guide our 
communities in some of the adjust
ments we need to make because of 
changing circumstances. 

We have been preparing all year for 
this work in Ithaca. For that reason I 
am confident that the Convocation will 
yield a body of work that will be help
ful in our local church. 

We have tried to draw from the wis
dom of our parish communities, to stay 
well-rooted in our tradition and to be 
responsive to today's pastoral needs. 

When we have completed our work 
in Ithaca we will have an excellent op
portunity to test its quality at our May 
14 Ministry Day. 

On that occasion we will ask pastoral 
ministers from all of our parish com
munities to endorse our efforts or to 
make suggestions for improvement. 

After we have considered their input, 
and made whatever amendments seem 
appropriate, I will call all pastoral min
isters and parish communities or their 

equivalent to consider the fruits of our 
work as normative in the pastoral life 
of our diocese. 

Our time in Ithaca, filled as it will be 
by the work to which I just referred, 
will not be without its lighter moments. 
Thanks be to God, those who will be 
there have the gift of finding the hu
mor present in most situations. They 
also know how to do serious work with
out taking themselves too seriously. 

We will pray together. We will have 
time to meet new friends and opportu
nity for reunion with old friends whom 

-we do not see as often as we would 
like. 

I think all of us look forward to 
meeting members of the Cornell 
Catholic Community. Those wonder
fully gifted young men and women 
have been most supportive of our visit 
and will be joining us for our celebra
tion of the Eucharist on Tuesday after
noon. 

Many of us will go to Ithaca earlier 

on Monday than we had originally 
planned. We will be gathering to cele
brate the Mass of Christian burial for 
our dear brother, Father Eugene 
Sweeney, at Immaculate Conception 
Church at 10:30 that morning. 

His brother priests and pastoral min
isters and the people of all the commu
nities in which Gene served during his 
37 years of priestly ministry will miss 
him very much. 

His gentleness of spirit and generosi
ty of heart were quite remarkable 
among the many gifts with which God 
blessed his ministry. So was the quiet, 
humble manner in which he offered 
those gifts to all of us. 

By the time you receive this issue of 
the Catholic Courier our Convocation 
will be completed and participants will 
be back to their daily pastoral min
istries. 

As I do in these comments, I ask you 
to welcome them back and, in your 
own fashion, to say a word of apprecia
tion for the daily ministry they offer in 
and to your community. 

Most priests and pastoral ministers I 
know do not do their work for ap
plause or thanks. But who among us 
does not appreciate, is not buoyed up 
by a word of appreciation for our ef
forts? I know that I appreciate such . 
kindness and would guess that you do 
too. 

Peace to all. 
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Congratulations 
to the Nominees 

.1997 

Diocesan 

• Vita Award 

For dedication to the Consistent Life Ethic, 
defending all life, especially that threatened by 
abortion, the death penalty, economic injustice, 
euthanasia, violence or war. 

Reception and Certificate Presentation 

7:00 p m Wednesday, April 16th 
at , 
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115 Maple Avenue, * '-' 
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Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
2461 Lake Avenue, Rochester, NY 14612 

716-458-4110 

MFinally!! 
The music you've been asking for is here... 

Golden Lyre Records proudly presents Keith 
Wells' "I Believe in Miracles" featuring 

On Eagle's Wings 
• Be Not Afraid • Prayer of St. Francis • Hosea • 

Here I Am, Lord... and many more! 

Still Available Av6 Maria A beautiful tribute to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary featuring... 

• Hail Mary, Gentle Woman • Schubert's Ave 
Mafia • Hail Holy Queen • Gounod's Ave Maria 
9, _ • Immaculate Mary... and many more! 

Mail U.S. check or U.S. money-order payable to: 
Golden Lyre Records • PO Box 6300 • 

Apache Junction, AZ 85278-6300 
Qtt, IUs Format Price 

Ave Maria CD $15.95 

Ave Maria Cassette $12.95 

I Believe... CD $15.95 
I Believe... Cassette $12.95 

ShippingrtHandling (One Time Per Order) 

(Please Print:) Total Enclosed S 

Amount 

$ 
$ 

S 2.95 

Name 

Address 
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State -2P_ 

100% 30-day money tuck guarantee 
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Thoughts to Consider 

EDWIN SULEWSKI 
Funeral Director 

Don't funerals cost too much? 
The value of a funeral cannot be measured total
ly in economic terms. You must also consider 
social and emotional factors. In economic terms 
you pay for the service of trained, licensed peo
ple, on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Our 
staff works to assist you when your loved one 
dies. The cost of a funeral also pays for our com
fortable building, special vehicles and a casket. 
More importantly, a funeral gives you an impor
tant opportunity to express your emotions and 
feelings about the deceased. Through a mean
ingful ceremony you can express your love and 
say good-bye. We cannot set a value on these 
factors but psychologists have noted they are 
very important for healthy Irving. 

CALL AND ASK ABOUT OUR 
VIDEO TRIBUTE PROGRAMS 

A video presentation of a life remembered. 
A beautiful and tasteful visual memory and 

keepsake of your loved: one. 

We nave a new organ and have remodeled. 

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

2100 St. Paul St., Rochester, NY 14621 
(716) 342-3400 


