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We all come to the table as sinners 
I taught in a Roman Catholic seminar)' 

for seven vears. During that time part of my 
job was to decide, with my faculty col­
leagues, which of our students should be 
recommended, or refused, for ordination. 

This was always a challenging task, and 
•ometimes a heart-wrenching one. Trying 
to deride "from the outside" about cate­
gories that are very much interior for an­
other individual is a very serious responsi­
bility, and can never be taken lightly. 

.As I moved through the bulk of materi­
al we would be considering about each can­
didate, and as his» eventual ordination 
moved closer, I got to the point where I 
looked quite urgently toward just this sum­
marizing question: "But what is most es­
sential here?" 

The wav I usually answered diis query 
was really quite simple. I thought about the 
major intention of the sacramental system 
in our church. It is here drat we find what 
it is we most expect of our priests and pas­
tors — and indeed of the community of die 
church itself. 

The shorthand answer to this seems to 
me to relate to die Eucharist Since Oris per­
son will be our presider at Eucharist, is he 
a thankrul person? Does he exhibit signs of 
being grateful for die goodness he meets in 
life? Is he grateful for die goodness he is? 

Since Eucharist is our banquet of thanks­
giving in which we experience and cele­
brate our reconciliadon widi one another 
and widi God, does diis young man appear 
to be a reconciling, uniting person? Is he 
able to help various "factions" understand 
die odier's point of view? Is he welcoming 
and hospitable to all, able to invite us sin­
ners (which we all are) to the table of for­
giveness and reconciliation? 

So a key for me in those days became 
gratitude and reconciliation. Is this some­
one whose basic attitude and behavior in­
dicate that he will be a "natural" at ex­
pressing his own, and our, basic gratitude 
to God? Is he capable of exercising a rec­
onciling, forgiving presence in the com­
munity? Can he foster die kind of hospital­

ity that invites both the best among us and 
die worst among us to "come back to God 
widi all tiieir heart'" • 

Since moving on from diat seminary job, 
I have often drought back to diese basic cri­
teria as essential not just for diose prepar­
ing for priesdiood, but as die "star quali­
ties" we should be looking for in all our 
church ministers. And not just our "pro­
fessional" church employees. I keep delink­
ing diat for all members of die church, all 
followers of Jesus Christ, die keys, if you 
will, are found in our capacity to be grate­
ful to God (yes, in the midst of bodi joy and 
sorrow, of successes and failings), and to be 
willing to be reconciled widi die God who 
wants us and who died for us "even while 
we are still sinners." 

These two qualities seem in some way to 
express die heart of what the Christian life 
is all about. It surely is what our central 
sacramental system focuses on. This is why 
I become somewhat puzzled when it seems 
diat we try to put other qualities and char­
acteristics at the heart of what we expect 
from our pastors, and from members of 
our church community. 

At times, it might appear to outsiders 
diat we diink the heart of Eucharist is not 
reconciliation and thanksgiving at all. 
Sometimes we seem to treat Eucharist as 

some sort of reward for good behavior. 
And we expect our pastors not to be die 
ones to echo Jesus' invitation to both sin­
ners and die "righteous" to "take and eat," 
to "come back to me widi all your heart," 
but to be law enforcement agents keeping 
from the table those we determine to be 
sinners (which we all are). 

I'm not saying diat I diink good moral 
behavior is unimportant, or diat our com­
munities don't need moral norms. Of 
course we do. But what I diink are essen­
tially anti-Gospel attitudes are those diat 
would have us violate Jesus' primary in­
junction to include everyone in our com­
munities, to avoid hypocrisy and judgmen-
talism, to love our neighbor as our self. 

What a tragedy for our Christian com­
munities if we ever let the Gospels assume 
second place to other biblical books or pas­
sages. What a tragedy if we expect our pas­
toral leaders primarily to "enforce rules" 
and we do not welcome their more essen­
tial duty, which is to lead us in offering 
dianks and praise to God from the midst of 
die assembly diat is all of us—all of us who 
are always and everywhere reconciling widi 
the God who loves us all. 

• • • 
Sister Schoelles is president of St Bernard's In­

stitute. 

Who could forget how much Jesus loved us? 
unday's Readings: (R3) Mark 14:4-

15:47. (Rl)Isaiah 50:4-7. (R2) Philippians 
2:6-11. 

It was a festive day in Dallas in 1963. 
The President of die United States was to 
parade through the downtown streets. 
People lined the streets. Children waved 
flags. Cheers rang out as the President 
drove slowly by in his convertible. 

But all was not right. The motorcade 
turned tt ward the Book Depository. A ri­
fle emerged from a fifth-floor window. 
Kennedy's limo comes into view. The as­
sassin finds the back of the president's 
head in the cross hairs. He fires. Pande­
monium breaks out and a country's fa­
vorite son is finished. 

Word had spread that Jesus was com­
ing to Jerusalem. The city was astir. Not 
only was diis famous prophet coming but 
it was also Passover. Every adult male Jew 
who lived within 20 miles'of the city had 
to come for the Passover. Pilgrims from 
every comer of the world were there too. 

"So it was no accident diat Jesus select­
ed this time to be in Jerusalem. The peo­

ple welcomed him. They cried out with 
Hosannas to Jesus. They greeted him as 
diey would greet a pilgrim, "Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord." 

But all was not right. Jealousy swept 
through the religious leaders in 
Jerusalem. They met, coaxed others to 
join diem and plotted die demise of die 
man who had the courage to confront 
dieir hypocritical lives. 

Palm Sunday turned into Good Friday. 
They had him stripped naked, he was 
flogged, spat on, struck in the face, gar­
landed widi diorns and dien they shed his 

blood on a cross. 
A modier and her young daughter were 

driving to the zoo during Lent On their 
way, die little girl began counting out loud 
the crosses on various church steeples. 

"Mom," she suddenly asked, "how 
many times did Jesus die?" 

"One time, dear," her mother said. 
"Then why are there so many crosses?" 
"To help us remember how much Jesus 

loved us," her modier replied. "He died 
on a cross for love of us." 

"Well," the child responded, "how 
could we forget something like THAT?" ' 

The Jewish historian Josephus wit­
nessed hundreds of men dying on crosses 
during die siege of Jerusalem. He called 
crucifixion "the most wretched of 
deatiis." St. Paul did not exaggerate when 
he called die crucified Jesus "a stumbling 
block to die Jews" and "foolishness" to die 
Gentiles (1 Cor 1:23). 

Yet Jesus was willing to embrace this ex­
treme dishonor, this excruciating-pain, 
and shed his blood to reconcile us to his fa-
dier, to save us from eternal deatii. 

I asked Jesus, "How much do you love 
me?" 

And Jesus said, "This much " and 
he stretched out his arms and died. 

Who could possibly forget diat? 
• • • 

Father Shamon is administrator of St Isaac 
Jogttes Chapel, Fleming. 

Daily Readings 
Monday, March 24 

Isaiah 42:1-7; John 12:1-11 
Tuesday, March 25 

Isaiah 49:1-6; John 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday, March 26 

Isaiah 50:4-9; Matthew 26:14-25 
Thursday, March 27 
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; 

1 Corindiians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 
Friday, March 28 

Isaiah 52:13-53, 12; 
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1-19 

Saturday, March 29 
Readings as in Lectionary 

Lenten Dining Guide 

Come to Mama Rosa's 
for Fish Fry During Lent 

Early Bird Fish 
Fry, 44pm 15.95 

Hours: 
Lunch, Tues.-Fri. 11:30-2:30 
Dinner, Tues.-Thursday 4-9 
Fri. & Sat 4-9:30, Sun. 4-8 

Reservations accepted Sun.-fhurs. 

We have a party room that seats up to 
75 people for any special occasion. 

MAMA ROSA RISTORANTE 
ITALIAN AMERICAN FOODS 

1733 Norton a • Norton Village Plaza 
(Next to Annunciation Church) 

716-544-4300 

Easter Brunch Buffet 
Feast your eyes 

on some of the 

mouthwatering dishes on our 

fabulous holiday buffet. 

Champagne, dessert, and beverage 
included: $17.95 per person 
'• plus tax and gratuity. 

Senior Citizen: $15.95 £tt 
Children 6-12: $8.95 

Children 5 and under are FREE 

For Reservations, 
call (716) 546-2490 

e 

1400 Midtown Tower 
Free Indoor Parking in Midtown Garare[ 

Mother's Day Buffet Served 

Fresh broiled or fried fish 
lunches and dinners 

served every day! 

ftMtraU 

Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge 

430 Spencerport Road 
(Corner of Long Pond) 

716-247-7690 


