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Young thespians act out their faith 
in other ways as well. At Church of 
the Assumption in Fairport, a group 
of teens clown around — literally — 
with their Catholicism. This 
contingent performed before several 
hundred teens at a diocesan-
sponsored "Movie Madness" event 
last month at SONY Theatre in Web­
ster. 

Assumption's skit features clowns 
who portray a juggler, a tightrope 
walker and a gymnast. The fourth 
and final clown, however, walks on 
stage holding her hands in prayer. 
The other clowns ridicule her, and 
even squirt liquid from a fake flower 
at her. 

Yet rather than retaliate, the pray­
ing clown reaches into her 
pockets and pulls out actual 
flowers, which she 
offers to the 

other-
clowns. As they 

accept the 
flowers, their facial 

expressions change 
from glee to 
wonderment. 

Ryan Conaughty, 
14, portrayed 

the juggler. 
The 

message this 
skit conveys, he explained, is that 
"you can make fun of me, but I'm 
not going to change." 

Amber Candela, who plays the 
gymnast clown, pointed out that 

die skit also mirrored how Jesus 
typically responded to his 

detractors. 
"He would never talk back, and 

eventually people would listen to 
him," stated Amber, 15. 

Amber also used her acting 
abilities when Church of the 
Assumption performed its 

Clockwise from 
bottom Amber 

Candela, Sarah 
Haggett, Ryan 

Conaughty, Julie 
Schun, Jennifer 
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from left to 

right individu­
ally are Ryan 

Conaughty, 
Sarah Haggett, 

and Jennifer 
Dailey 

"Turnaround" 
skit March 10 for the youth group 
at Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Henrietta. 

"Turnaround" — set to Bonnie 
Tyler's 1983 hit song "Total Eclipse 
of the Heart" — involves a teen who 
is tempted by negative influences. 
Other actors, dressed in black, wear 
signs with the words "suicide," "alco­
hol" and "drugs." However, that 
person cries out for Jesus, and an ac­
tor portraying Christ appears on 
stage and hugs the troubled teen. 
That person becomes "turned 
around" through Christ's love and 
compassion. 

Tom Tammaro, from the Corning-
Painted Roman Catholic 
Community, has acted in Living . 
Stations, clowning and Turnaround. 
Among his many performances, he 
particularly remembers a Living 
Stations his group performed at a 
parish youdi retreat last fall. 

"It was 
dead silent," said Tom, 17. "It grabs 
their attention, it really does." 

A spark of creativity helped grab 
the attention of those who attended 
a program on chastity at St. Cather­
ine of Siena Church in 
Mendon March 2. The 
subject was discussed by 
adults and youth-group 
members who employed 
a mock television talk-
show format 

John McLean, 15, who 
played one of the panelists 
said the television setting 
was an interesting way of 
driving home the message 
of chastity to the many 
teens who attended. 

"They really seemed to 

enjoy it — more than if it were a lec­
ture," John stated. He added that he 
will also take part in the Living 
Stations to be held at St. Catherine 
of Siena on Good Friday, March 28. 

Carole noted that diese 
. performances in church settings 

can provide that something extra 
which might help congregations 

digest Christ's message on a 
deeper level. 

"It gives you a much bet­
ter understanding. And 

understanding brings you 
closer to your faith," 

Carole commented. 
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Lenten fasting. 

Offering courses for unretired minds 

•Great Books Discussion • Saint Jerome: His Life and Times 

• ItaBan Pentagram. Part IV • Creative Writing 

• Financial Tips for Surviving Spouses • Tunetrp French (Intermediate) 

• Telling Your Story: Write Your life • The Geology of New York State 

• BlbDcal Roots of Conflict in the Middle East • Great Decisions of 1997 

These non-credit courses begin the week of March 24. 
All classes meet during the day on the Nazareth College campus. 

Other noiKredit courses are available. 

A brochure and mail-In registration form may be obtained 
by visiting or calling the Office of Continuing Education 

at (716) 389-2050. 
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! {Finally!! 
The music you velseen asking for is here... 

Golden Lyre Records proudly presents Keith Wells' "I Believe in Miracles" featuring 

On Eagle's Wings 
• Be Not Afraid • Prayer of St. Francis • Hosea • Here I Am, Lord... and many more! 

Still Available Ave Maria A beautiful tribute to the Blessed Virgin Mary featuring.. . 
• Hail Mary, Gentle Woman • Schubert's Ave Maria • Hail Holy Queen 

c2r~ * Gounod's Ave Maria • Immaculate Mary... and many more! 
Mail U. S. check or U. S. money-order payable to: 

Golden Lyre Records • PO Box 6300 • Apache Junction, AZ 85278-6300 

Crty. Tillfi 
Ave Maria 

Ave Maria 
I Believe in Miracles 
I Believe in Miracles 

(Please Print) 

Name 

Format __ Price 
Compact Disc $15.95 

Cassette Tape $12.95 

Compact Disc . $15.95 
Cassette Tape $12.95 

Shipping/Handling (One Time Per Order) 
Total Enclosed 

Amount 

_2J5 

Address_ 

City State .Z iP-

100% 30-day money back guarantee Not Sold in Stores RNY 


