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Mob movie offers absorbing character study 
NEW YORK (CNS) - The following 

are capsule reviews of movies recently 
completed by the U.S. Catholic Con
ference Office for Film and Broadcast
ing. Each review includes USCC and 
Motion Picture Association of America 
ratings. 

Donnie Brasco 
Fact-based story about an undercover 

FBI agent (Johnny Depp) who infiltrates 
a New York mob family in the late 1970s 
by befriending an aging, low-level hood 
(Al Pacino), despite the agent's moral 
dilemmas over neglecting his family for 
several years, then betraying a man who 
treated him like a son. Director Mike 
Newell delivers an absorbing character 
study of a good guy nearly destroyed by 
his dedication to the job while never 
glamorizing the vicious brutality of the 
gangsters. Brief graphic violence, flash 
of nudity, intermittent profanity and 
much rough language. The USCC clas
sification is A-III — adults. The MPAA 
ratittjW R — restricted. 

Privs 
Vulgar comic 

and personal life oitrasFTWIWadlo host 

Howard Stern (playing himself). Direct
ed by Betty Thomas, the self-serving ve
hicle promotes Stern as a fearless icon
oclast on the air but a faithful family 
man at home. Fleeting violence, benign 
view of recreational drug use, many 
crude sexual references, frequent nudi

t y and much rough language. The 
USCC classification is O — morally of
fensive. The MPAA rating is R - re
stricted. 

Smilla's Sense of Snow 
Convinced the death of a little Inuit 

boy in her Copenhagen apartment 
building was murder, a reclusive math
ematician (Julia Ormand) is aided by a 
mysterious neighbor (Gabriel Byrne) in 
uncovering a fantastic conspiracy going 
back three decades that puts their lives 
in danger. Director Bille August creates 
a remarkable tale whose visuals are 
filled with mystery and echoes of a 
tive culture being exploited. 
involving a J a r r i n a g ^ J H P P K u T the 
realmsjaf.^ttflHH|mcscTence fiction, 

muendo, some violence 
Intermittent rough language. The 

USCC classification is A^II — adults. 
The MPAA rating is R — restricted. 

Cardinal left moving 'gift' 
The Gift of Peace, by Cardinal Joseph L. 

Bemardin. Loyola Press. (Chicago, 1997). 
155 pp., $17.95. 

Reviewed by Msgr. Charles Dollen 
Catholic News Service 

A modern American bishop lives a very 
busy and public life, truly in a fishbowl. 
Through it all he must play many roles — 
apostle, teacher, administrator, financier 
and a man of God. And, to die sharpest 
of critics he must be a priest's priest. 

The weeks leading up to the 
death in November of Cardinal 
Joseph L. Bemardin of Chicago 
threw this whole pattern into the 
public media and held it up in 
the spotlight for all to see. And 
how mightily he responded! 

The Gift of Peace is his final tes
tament to his people and to all of 
us. He wrote an intensely per
sonal account of his life in the last 
three years, finishing it just 13 
days before his death. 

Three events highlighted those 
years: the false accusations against him of 
sexual misconduct; his first bout with can
cer, diagnosed as "cured"; and the final 
determination of the aggressive cancer 
and his determination to terminate all ex
traordinary treatment of it. 

He writes movingly of die false accusa-

BOOK 

tion, and the reader can feel his bewil
derment over it. "How," he exclaims, "can 
you prove you didn't do something?" His 
critics were quick to demand his resigna
tion; a legion of friends stood firmly be
hind him. 

The first real intimation of his mortal
ity came with the first bout of cancer. This 
threw his whole life into perspective. He 
finally realized how vitally important it 
was to live each day "in the light of eter
nity." At that time he finally decided to 

give the first hour of each day as 
quality time to be spent in 
prayer. 

When it became apparent 
that death was close, he went 
from the "Why me, Lord?" to 
the acceptance of his condition 
as a grace from God. It was a 
transforming moment in his 
whole spiritual life. 

He ends the book with the 
prayer of St. Francis: "Lord, 
make me an instrument of your 
peace...." 

This intensely personal book is well 
worth the time, and the reader will cer
tainly share in the peace of the Lord with 
the cardinal. 

• • • 
Msgr. Dollen is book review editor of The 

Priest magazine. 
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Fox Pictures 

Julia Ormand as Smilla Jaspersen in the mysterious "Smilla's Sense of Snow." 

Booty Calls 
Dully repetitive sex farce in which 

two men (Jamie Foxx and Tommy David
son) overcome complications before 
bedding their respective dates (Vivica A. 
Fox and Tamala Jones). Directed by Jeff 
Pollack, the result is a nonstop exercise 
in witless sexual situations with blue hu
mor. Exploitative sexual situations and 
constant rough language. The USCC 
classification is O — morally offensive. 
The MPAA rating is R — restricted. , 

The Daytrippers 
When a happily married teacher 

(Hope Davis) finds a love letter to her 
husband (Stanley Tucci), she spends the 
day with her concerned family (includ
ing mom Anne Meara, dad Pat McNa-
mara and sister Parker Posey) driving 
around Manhattan searching for an ex
planation from her elusive husband. 
Adroitly mixing comedy and drama, 
writer-director Greg Mottola explores 
intimate and family relationships with 
realism and sympathy for the very hu
man characters who flesh out the story. 
Some sexual innuendo, some profanity 
and occasional rough language. The 
USCC classification is A-III — adults. 
Not rated by the MPAA. 

Will You Sponsor 
a Poor Child at a 
Catholic Mission? 

Somewhere, one special child is hoping 
you'll say "Yes!" And Christian Foundation for 
Children and Aging (CFCA), an international 
Catholic child sponsorship program, can show 
you the affordable way. 

Through CFCA you sponsor a child for the 
amount you can afford. Ordinarily it takes $20 
a month to provide one poor child with the 
life-changing benefits of sponsorship. But if 
this is not possible for you, we invite you to • 
sponsor at a level you can afford. CFCA will 
see to it from other donations and the tireless 
efforts of our missionary partners that your 
child receives the same benefits as other spon
sored children. 

Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a 
poor child at a Catholic mission site with nour
ishing food, medical care, the chance to go to 
school and hope for a brighter future. You can 
literally change a life! 

And you can be assured your pledge has its greatest impact because our pro
grams are directed by dedicated Catholic missionaries with a long-standing 
commitment to the people they serve. 

To help build your relationship, you receive a picture of your child (updated 
yearly), information about your child's family and country, letters from your 
child and the CFCA newsletter. But, most important, you'll receive the satisfac
tion of helping a poor child. 

Please don't miss this opportunity to make a difference. Become a sponsor 
for one poor child today! 

Little Coritia lives in a small mountain 
town in Honduras. Her mother is blind 
and her father abandoned them. Your 
concern can make a difference in the 
lives of children like Corina. 

I Yes, I'll help one child: 
• D Boy D Girl D Teenager • Any in most need 

tpleast ftnnl) 

Name 

CFCA 
Catholic 
Child 

Sponsorship 
409 

My monthly pledge is: 

J D $10 D $15 • $20 • $25 0 Other$ ^ 

• I'll contribute: • monthly D quarterly 

• D semi-annually D annually 

I D Enclosed is my first contribution of $ 

| fMnfa' checks fayalic lo CFCA.) 

| • I'd prefer to bill my first payment to my credit 

• card: • VISA • MC • Discover 

Card No. 

Expires y 

Address 

City/State/Zip_ 

Phone ( •_) 

I 
' DI can't sponsor now, but here's my gjft of $ 

• D Please send me information about sponsorship. 

Send to: 
CFCA • c/o Ray Frey, Catholic Courier 

PO Box 24379 • Rochester, NY 146244)379 
716-328-4340 

Member VtS. Catholic Mission Association. National Catholic 

Development Conference, Catholic Network of Volunteer Service 

FOUNDED k DIRECTED BY CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE.-
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