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Approximately 400 pro-ife activists at-
tended a two-hour diocesan-sponsored
praver service Feb. 25 led by Bishop
Matthew H. Clark at Sacred Heart Cathe-
cdral, Rochester.

The “Evening Prayer for Life” was orga-
nized by the diocesan consistent life ethic
and liturgy offices, as well as pro-life ac-
fvists.

The evening began with a rosary recita-
tion led by Father Anthony Mugavero, pas-

_tor of St. Bridget’s Church in Rochester.

The Morningstar Folk Group from St.
Joseph's Church in Penfield performed at
the service along with cantor Kristine Mich
and organist Rick Ramirez.

The evening included readings and in-
tercessory prayers and concluded: with an

" “anointing for service” by Bishop Clark,

who was assisted by his secretary, Father
Tim Brown, and Father Brown's father,
Robert Brown.

In an interview with the Catholic Courier,
the bishop said his homily was intended to
express gratitude to everyone in the dio-
cese who works to eliminate abortion and
to heal its effects. '

“I know they work very hard and don’tal-
ways see the fruit of their efforts,” Bishop
Clark said he told pro-ife activists.

Suzanne Schnittman, diocesan consistent
life ethic coordinator, said the bishop’s
words at the service were inspiring to pro-
life activists.?
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Bishop Matthew H. Clark anoints one of the 400 pro-iife activists who attended
the diocese’s “Evening Prayer for Life” Feb. 25 at Sacred Heart Cathedral.

“He encouraged us to all stay in the
struggle for life even when we meet road-
blocks to that struggle,” she said.

Bishep Clark also said he quoted from
section 99 of Pope John Paul II's 1995 en-
cyclical Evangelium Vitae — “The Gospel of
Life.” The bishop cited the passage in
which the pope addressed women who had
had abortions:

“You will come to understand that noth-
ing is definitively lost, and you will be able
to ask forgiveness from your child, who is
now living in the Lord.”

The bishop said he mentioned the
pope’s words because many people in-
volved in abortion are burdened by guilt
and need to know that their children are
now with God.

Pro-life activists hailed, anointed at prayer service

The bishop said his homily also tied

gether abortion with other such threays 1o -
life as the death penalty, poverty, euthana. -

sia, violence and war. No one can focus 3|
of his or her energies on all the threats 1o
human life, he said, so all life activisis
should pray for and support one another.

“When we focus on one issue, we must
not forget the efforts of others on other is.
sues,” he said. “I think efforts on one
strengthen us all.”

Mich said the service helped to spiritu:
ally unify activists who don’t always see eye
to eye on every life issue. Mich is a member
of the board of directors of two secular con-
sistent life ethic organizations — Common
Ground of Upstate New York and the Con-
sistent Life Awareness Fund. She said pro-
life activists' from different organizations
are sometimes divided when they don't
agree on such issues as the death penalty.

“We were able to come together in a
common place and pray together, an
that's a positive thing,” she said. ‘

Bob Dorscheid, a member of the Pro-
Life Planning Committee, a group that or-
ganizes a Stations of the Cross emphasizing

in Rochester, thought that the vast major:-
ty of those attending the service subscribed
to the consistent life ethic. Yet, whatever the
participants’ views, he said the service was
an uplifting experience for all involved.

“I thought it was great,” said Dorscheid
whose wife, Amy, gave the intercessory
prayer. “I was quite impressed by the way it
was done.”

Sr. Grace Geisler, SSJ, 84; chaired biology department

Sister Grace Geisler, 5S], former chair-
woman of the biology department at
Nazareth Gollege, died at St. Joseph's Con-
vent Infirmary in Pittsford on Jan. 7, 1997.
She was 84. '

Sister Grace entered the Sisters of St.
Joseph from St. Charles Borromeo Parish
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in Greece in 1932. She earned her bache-
lor's d from Nazareth College in
1939, and a master’s degree in biology
from Catholic University in Washington,
D.C., in 1841, where she also received a doc-
torate in parasitology and biochemistry.

Sister Grace taught biology at Nazareth
College for 44 years, and served as chair-
woman of its biology department from
1943 to 1979, when she retired. The cur-
rent chairman of the department, Father
Matthew Temple, O.Carm., spoke highly of
Sister Grace.

“She was really one of those memorable
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and brilliant trained biologists that we joke
about being a one-woman department,” he
said. “But it wasn't a joke.”

A well-rounded researcher who could
convey her knowledge in plain English, Sis-
ter Grace was also a fine Christian and col-
league, Father Temple said.

“She was incredibly gentle and patient,”
he said. “I never saw her once anything but
serene and unruffled.”

Along the path of her career, she became
a member of such organizations as the
American Institute of Biological Societies,
the National Association of Biology Teach-
ers, the New York Academy of Science, the
American Society of Microbiology and the
Rochester Academy of Sciences.

Sister Grace was also listed in various edi-
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tions of Leaders of American Science, Who's
Who of American Women, Who's Who in the
East, Who's Who in American Education and
American Men and Women of Science. In ad-
dition, she served on several state and na-
tional committees and was a visiting pro-

fessor at various summer institutes. »

Sister Grace is survived by four brothers,
William (Agnes), Joseph (Lucille), Edmund
and John; five sisters, Rita (LaVerne) Jack-
son, Lillian Blake, Florence (Edward) Dunn,

_ Mary (Fred) Andre and Vera Geisler; two
sisters-indaw, Lillian and Dorothy Geisler,
several nieces, nephews, dnieces and
grandnephews; and her fellow Sisters of St
Joseph.

A funeral Mass was celebrated at the
motherhouse chapel on Jan. 10.
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pro-life themes every year on Good Friday.




