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Questions invite thought on homosexuahty

Most readers of the Catholic Courter know
bv now that on Saturdav afternoon, March
1. I will be presiding at a Eucharistic Liturgv
at Sacred Heart Cathedral to which we have
invited gav and lesbian Catholics. their fams

. lies and friends. and others who mav be in-
terested 1n attending.

I am very pleasedtodosobecauselam
convinced that this celebration will offer en-
couragement — and perhaps some healing —
both to manv who participate and to others
who <1mph hear about the gathering.

This initiative emerges. in part, from a
collabordtive relationship with the Catholic
Gav and Lesbian Family Ministry. We began
a relationship with this ministrv some time
ago and formalized it last September We
have several hopes for the minisiry, includ-
ing: (1) to reach out to and be of any assis-
tance we can to gav and lesbian persons, and
their families. who feel alienated from or in
anv wav hurt by the church: (2) to give evi-
dence of our conviction that gav and lesbian
persons should not suffer prejudice against
their basic human rights — that they have a
night to respect. friendship and justice; (3) to
heed God’s call 1o the church to minister to
everv man, woman and child with the pas-
toral solicitude of our compassionate Lord;
and (1) to offer opportunities for people to
learn more about the church’s teaching
about homosexuality.

The announcement of the event sparked a
good deal of conversation. I spent much
time after the announcement talking about
it with reporters from local radio and televi-
sion outlets who, quite understandably, were
interested in knowing more about the cele-
bration. Since then I have received many let-
ters and have engaged in a good number of
conversations about the event in such dis-
parate places as the sacristy of Sacred Heart
Cathedral, the waiting room in my doctor’ s
office, the locker room at the YMCA, and
the pop section at Wegmans.

It may or may not surprise you to learn
that the majority of comments made by
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people who wrote or spoke to me were very
positive. Some were from gay and lesbian
persons who have great faith and love the
church, but who do not feel welcome
among us. Others are from parents, grand-

. parents and friends of gay and lesbian peo-

ple, who have worried that people they love
very dearly do not have a place in the
church. Most have come from people who
have a deep sense that such events give wit-
ness to our conviction that the living love of
Christ embraces us all.

Clearly. there are those within our com-
munity who have reservations and questions
about this liturgy. I think I can fairly sum-
marize their concerns, as I understand
them, in two statements:

(1) Celebrating this liturgy is a mistake be-
cause doing so gives implicit approval to ac-
tivity that is immoral, and (2) But since you
have decided to preside and preach at this
liturgy, it is your obligation to remind those
present in no6 uncertain terms of the immor-
ality of gay and lesbian genital sexual activity.

Neither space nor time allows for a full,
detailed response to these two observations.
But I do wish to respect both the quesuons
and those who pose them by raising some
questions of my own that, I hope, both
touch on both concerns and invite all read-
ers to further thought on this question:

* Do you accept the distinction church
teaching makes between a homosexual ori-
entation (or tendency) and homosexual ac-
tivity? If you do, how would awareness of
that distinction influence the assumptions

you might make about the moral state of
those who will gather at the cathedral on
Saturday? Would you make the same as-

sumptions about the moral condition of het-

erosexual persons in the congregation as
you would about the homosexual persons
present? Why or why not?

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church

contains the statement that homosexual per-

sons do not choose their homosexual condi-
tion. It is my strong impression that this is
news for many people. Are you among
them? If you are, will this new information
challenge your thinking or influence any of
your attitudes? Which? And in what ways?

* Do you find helpful the statement by
the U.S. bishops that “the human person,
made in the image and likeness of God, can
hardly be adequately described by reduc-
tionist reference to his or her sexual orienta-
tion”? Imagine that you asked a friend to of-
fer a descriptive introduction of you to an-
other person, and your friend said, “I'd like
you to meet my friend Mary (or John).
She/he is heterosexual.” Would you be hap-
py with that introduyction? If not, what other
dimensions or aspects of your person would
you think should be mentioned?

* Have you ever worked or otherwise asso-
ciated with a person you liked and admired
very much only to discover after some time
that the person was gay or lesbian? What
was your reaction? Do you know any gay or
lesbian Catholics well enough to ask what it
is like for them to be gay or lesbian and
Catholic? If not, would you be interested in
participating in such a conversation?

If I go on much longer with this, the edi-
tor will scold me. Let me conclude by
thanking you for your kindness in reading -
these words and for your willingness to
‘think about the questions I have placed be-
fore you. I hope you will agree that it is
good for us to speak together about such
things. I believe it is for the life and good
health of our church that we do.

Peace to all.
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The Monthly Prayer Request For Priests

Will you pray for a priest each day?

those whose office it is to preach
they may snatch souls from the devi
Thy Heart, where for evet they may glorify Thee.

for Thy love and glory all the priestk of the world, all missionaries and

§ word, that on fire with holy zeal,
| and lead them into the shelter of

§hnpﬁmanm E. Morrogh Bernard, Vic. Gen.
Westmonasterii, May 5, 1953
Prayer Suggestions: Mass, , Fasting, Day Offering,
Eucharistic Adoration, Offering ings, Divine Mercy Chaplet
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A new perspecme can change or sharpen your view-
point. In the Catholic Courier each week you' 1l find a ‘?
range of views on our opinion and columnist pages'—
- opinions on church life, Scriptures, and moral or social -
issues. To read a variety of opinions reflecting life in
the church today, read the Catholic-Courier every week.
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becauge life isn’t always black & white
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